John Kosmina: (Left) ‘Adelaide United’s number one man has 
stressed that 2005 could be too far away for the start of the new 
league. 


By Richard Kreider 


be Australian Soccer 
Association (ASA) blueprint of 
a new cight-team national 
league competition commencing in 
2005 could be too far away say 
Adelaide Uniteds’ president Basil 
Scarsella and coach John Kosmina. 
“John O'Neal gets paid a lot of 
money to make decisions like this and 
hopefully, lie’s made the right decision 
here,” said Kosmina. 
“It’s. big ask of young players let 


_ Both the Socceroos (I 


alone the older players like Carl Veart 
and ‘Viddy’ (Aurelio Vidmar),” he con- 
tinued. “It’s a long time out of the 
game, it’s a long time without national 
league. soccer fot anybody,” he said. 

‘The curtain will be lowered on cul- 
tural soccer next weekend before the 
global ‘game of corporate soccer takes 
over in ten months time with a team 
from five States, a regional side, a club 
from New Zealand, while the other will 
be up for offer. 

“Ideally, I would like the season to 
start in September or October as it has 
done,” said the former Socceroo. 
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“T can’t see any reason why not, 
given that it took us four weeks to get an 
entirely new club together, let alone a 
team of players.” 

“If you can get the right people 
involved, from the management per- 
Spective, I can’t see any reason why 
these new consortiums couldn't get 
things up and running earlier. Alright, 
the prospectus isn’t out yet but anyone 
who is serious about being in a national 
league competition would certainly 
have their plans in place by now,” ended 
Kosmina. 

Meanwhile, Scarsella is fully behind 
the new ASA Board and agrees with the 
concept but is equally not.100_ percent 
sure whether the timing is right. 

“The team at Australian Soccer 
Association is an excellent one and I 
think We are already starting to see the 
results,” he said. 

“The new league when it starts next 
year will be great for the country.” 

“Ideally, we would have liked to have 
started around October-November but 
since it is likely only Adelaide United 
and Perth Glory that are anywhere near 
ready, and thé other six clubs’ are not 
even formed yet, we have to be realis- 
tic,” he said. 

“T think Frank Lowy and his adminis- 
tration are doing the right thing. If they 
are going to have a team in Adelaide, 
we hope Adelaide United is chosen.” 


left) & Olyroos (right) will be in action this Wednesday. 


squads as they prepare for friendly clashes in England 
and Greece respectively. 

Frank Farina’s Socceroo squad will be playing the might of 
South Africa on Wednesday at London’s Loftus Road the cur- 
Tent home ground for both Fulham and QPR. 

The Roos have named a full-strength squad for their clash 
with debuts given to Massimiliano Vieri and Tim Cahill. 

Probable Socceroo line-up: (Schwarzer, Moore ©, Neill, 
Lazaridis, Popovic, Bresciano, Chipperfield, Emerton, Cahill, 
Kewell, Viduka. (Subs: Agostino, Aloisi, Kalac (gk), Laybutt, 
Muscat, Okon, Skoko, Sterjovski, Vidmar, Vieri, Zdrilic) 

Meanwhile, Graham Amold will be taking over the coach- 
ing reigns of our Olympic squad temporarily for the match 


|: will be a busy week for both our Socceroo and Olyroo 


against Greece on Tuesday in the city of Volos. 

A 19-man squad will be on show at the Panthessaliko 
Stadium (one of the venues which will be used for the 
Olympic Games) against a tough Greek outfit. 

Probable Olyroo line-up: Galekovic, Tarka, Sherriff, 
Kisnorbo, Edds, Carle, Valeri, Wilkshire, Griffiths, Brosque, 
Holman. (Subs: Jones (gk), McKain, Madaschi, Dilevski, 
McKay, Pelikan, Macallister, McDonald) 

The Under 20 squad led by Ange Postecoglou will 
announce his train on squad for a camp in France by the end 
of the week. 

SBS will be televising the Socceroos v South Africa clash 
LIVE on Wednesday 31at March at 4.30.am AET, 
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Mori and Despotovski set to spoil 
Power’s Party 


‘ 


Hunting for revenge: Glory strikers Damian Mori (Lett) & Bobby 
Despotovski will at their best this Sunday afternoon. 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


erth Glory strikers Damian Mori 

and Bobby Despotoyski will cer- 

tainly be the players to watch out 
for in this week’s highly anticipated 
Homeart NSL Grand Final clash against 
the Power. 

The dynamic duo were in scintillating 
form when they completely bamboozled 
the Adelaide United defence in their smash- 
ing five-nil victory to award them a pre- 
cious spot in the last ever NSL 
Grand-Final. 

It was. the reappearance of Bobby 
Despotovski, back from his one-week sus- 
pension, which sparked a nerve in the Glory 
altack. 

His sending off during the Glory’s first 
match against the Power in the Major Semi- 
Final was certainly a blow for the squad’s 
retum match in Perth in which they lost 
two-nil. 


Adelaide’s defence was simply torment- 
ed by the attacking prowess of these two 
experienced campaigners who have sent an 
added warning to the Power camp, ‘Watch 
‘out because we're coming to get you’. 

Form wise, the Power have had the bet- 
ter of Glory this season, however honours 
will be even come 3PM -at Parramatta 
Stadium this Sunday afternoon. 

The curtain could fall on both Damian 
and Bobby’s Illustrious careers at Perth. . 

Mori has been linked with a possible 
moye to Adelaide United for next season’s 
new’APL while Despotovski has stated that 
retirement is on the cards. 

The pair have been a revelation since 
their early beginnings for Perth. 

Known to all Australian-soccer fans as 
the deadliest strike force in the land, 
Power's defence of Alvin Ceccoli, Michael 
Beauchamp and Paul O’Grady need to be 
on their toes in keeping these deadly attack- 
ers off their games. 

(Grand Final Preview read on Page 5) 


SOCCER NSW GRAND FINAL BOOST 


grassroots ticketing initiative by 

Soccer NSW, in conjunction with 

the Australian Soccer 
Association and the Parramatta Power, 
will give the soccer family unprecedented 
affordability to see the 2004 NSL Grand 
Final at Parramatta Stadium on Sunday 4 
April. 

Under the program, members of Soccer 
NSW associations and clubs will have access 
to a Limited Special Offer $12 ticket for the 
Grand Final. 

“This is the way of the future,” said the 
President of Soccer NSW, Mr Tom 
Doumanis. z 

“Tf soccer is to reach its potential in this 
new era under the leadership of Frank Lowy, 
we need to work together. This is a great 
example of what the game can achieve when 
we have unity of purpose.” 


Stefan Kamasz General Manager of the 
NSL added, “We are fully supportive of the 
initiative shown by both Soccer NSW and 
Parramatta Power and trust thet it will be well 
supported by the NSW soccer public.” 

To allow members of the soccer family to 
take advantage of this offer, allNSW Premier 
League and Continental Tyres Cup matches 
have been moved fromSunday 4 April 

In addition, matches in the Winter Super 
League, Divisions One, Two andThree, the 
Arrive Alive NSW Women’s Super League 
and Arrive Alive NSW Women’s State 
League will be played on Sunday moming, 
tescheduled to Saturday or deferred, where 
possible. 

This co-operation from clubs will give the 
NSL Grand Final every opportunityto attract 
a bumper crowd at Parramatta Stadium. 
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‘ews headlines this week 

centered on Middles- 
brough’s Mark Schwarzer after 
his stand out performance in last 
weekend's 5-3 victory over 
Birmingham. 

Immediately after the game, 
both Boro manager Steve 
McClaren and Blue manager 
Steve Bruce praised Schwarzer 
for his effort between the sticks. 

“T don’t think you will see a 
better goalkeeping display this 
season. Mark Schwarzer was 
excellent,” McClaren said, 
while Bruce commented; 

“Schwarzer must have made 
five top-class saves at least, four 
in the first half alone, and it was 
@ quite unbelievable display by 
him.” 

However in the days after the 
victory, the Socceroo number 1 
modestly informed 
teamtalk.com: “It’s all part and 
parcel of doing your job. 

“Tt was one of those days 
when they had a lot of opportu- 
nities to score goals and fortu- 
nately I was able to make some 
good saves and keep us in the 
game. 

“My favourite save was the 
header from Stan Lazaridis 
because before the game I spoke 
to him in the tunnel and told 
him I was going to make sure he 
didn’t score because we are 
meeting up on international 
duty next week and I couldn’t 
take the stick. 


aussiesabroad 


BY DANIEL KUZIOW 


Re boss Gerard Houllier 
insisted that star mid- 
fielder Harry Kewell would take 
to the pitch with a broken leg to 
demonstrate his unswerving 
faith to the Liverpool cause. 

The 25-year-old Australian 
star has seen his commitment 
called into question by critics in 
his homeland in recent weeks 
but Houllier has no doubts over 
Kewell’s determination to carn 
success at Anfield. 

Houllier said: “Harry would 
play with a broken leg such is 
his commitment for the team! 
He wants success for this team 
and wants to play every game 
he can. He wasn’t well against 
Wolves but wanted to play and I 
like that in a player. 

“Fortunately we have a lot of 
players who can unlock 
defences and Harry is one of the 
best around”. 

Sadly though Kewell could 
not help Liverpool muster victo- 
Ty against French side Marseille 
as they crashed out of the UEFA. 
cup and dash any chance of sil- 
verware this season. 


week 


Mark Schwarzer: Receiving all the plaudits after last 
week's performance against Birmingham. 


“He gave me some at half- 
time and made gestures at me 
but I was pleased to have done 
my job and helped us to get 
three points at home.” 

In the last installment of 
news this week, Schwarzer’s 
goalkeeping coach Paul Barron 
came out and said that the 
Aussie international has got 
what it takes to climb to the top: 
of the pile, and stay there. 

Baron told _icteesside; 
“People ask if he is the No 1, 
but then football is a funny 
game and you are often only as 
good as your next performance. 

“Mark can certainly be the 
No 1 in the Premiership. 

“At the moment, it’s his time; 
it’s his time to step up and be 
the best. 

“As far as | am concerned he 
is certainly one of the best three 
in this country.” 

Tf you look at it aver a long 
period of time then I would say 
that Schwarzer has been up. 
there for some time, and consis- 
tency is what it is all about,” he 
ended 
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lackburn defender Lucas 
‘Neill has targeted the club’s 
home form as being the key to 
easing their relegation worries. 
Rovers are only four points 
off the relegation zone but the 
former Millwall man is confi- 
dent they can stave off any end- 


ve 


of-season worries. 

“We have been frustrated at 
home and it is important to us 
we turn the corner and get 
results in front of our home 
fans,” he told teamtalk.com. 

“Whatever has happened this 
season we have kept a fantastic 
team spirit. It’s still as good as 
T’ve ever known during my time 
here.” 

Neill added on the club’s 
official website: “History tells 
me this is the time of year when 
we kick on and put a good run 
together.” 
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m another case of an 
raised player turn- 
ing their back on their country 
of birth, Austria Vienna goal- 
keeper Joe Didulica has accept- 
ed an offer to represent Croatia 
in their upcoming friendly 
against Turkey. 

Coach Otto Baric has already 
admitted that the player has 
been included more to meet the 
squad and see the set-up - and 
that he is unlikely to win a cap 
this time around. 

“I have followed Didulica 
closely for some time because 
we need a reliable third keeper 
for the European Champion- 
ships,” Baric told 
skysports.com. 

“However my intention is to 
test him on the pitch for our 
next friendly against Macedonia 
in April.” 
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righton have signed 

Bradford City’s Australian 
winger Paul Reid on a free 
transfer for the rest of the sea- 
son. 
Reid has impressed while 
playing the last two games for 
Brighton’s reserves and Mark 
McGhee has decided to hand 
the player a chance. 

‘The 24-year-old has immedi- 
ately set his sights on doing 
enough between now and the 
end of the season to earn a long- 
term contract. 

“My main plan is to play as 
many games as I can, try to 
impress at training and hopeful- 
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Harry Kewell: His Liverpool manager has insisted the 
Aussie is fully committed to the Liverpool cause in the 


wake of recent criticism. 
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ly secure a contract for next sea- 
son,” Reid revealed. 

Reid will go straight into the 
squad that takes on Sheffield 
Wednesday this weekend. 
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‘ews continues to surface at 

‘Third Division club Hull 
City, with Aussie Danny 
Allsopp expected back in Peter 
Taylor’s squad sooner rather 
than later, 

Allsopp has missed the past 
six weeks through injury, but 
‘Taylor admitted in the lead up to 
last weekend’s game he may 
simply be too good to leave out. 

The 13-goal forward has not 
started a game since Valentine's 
Day after being sidelined with a 
groin problem, but he has come 
off the bench and been a stand- 
out in City’s last two wins. 

“J think he is too good (to sit 
on the bench again),” Taylor 
told thisishull.com. 

His goal record is fantastic 
and he could still finish top 
scorer in the league.” 


teak 


Le NYL goalscorer for 
year Robbie Cattanach 
has jetted off to Scotland for a 
hopeful contract in the tough 
Premier League. 

‘Thanks to player agent Lou 
Sticca, a man with strong links 
in Scotland, the Canberra 
Deakin striker is hoping that his 
goal-scoring abilities will land 
him that deal. 

Sticca currently manages 
Adrian Madeschi and Scott 
McDonald currently making 
their names in the gritty Premier 
League competition, 


xek* 


| fecal that was con- 
jucted in the Daily 
Telegraph last week, the 
amount of Aussie stars 
playing abroad has more 
than tripled in the past 
year. 

135 Aussies are current- 
ly making a name for 
‘themselves in Europe, 
Asia, North and South 
America and the Middle 
East. 

Tt will bea tough task to 
bring these stars home 
considering there will 
only be 8 teams to accom- 
pany them — how hard 
will this be? 


Joe Didulica: The Australian 


born goalkeeper has been 
selected to play for Croatia in 
their upcoming friendly against ee are interested 
Turkey. 


“All the others that are above 
him in the goal charts are there 
because they’ve scored goals in 
the cups. 

“Danny Allsopp is always in 
my thoughts but it’s just a ques- 
tion of how fit he is. 

“We knew we had a break 
coming up and ‘that’s why we 
gave him a run-out with 10 min- 
utes there or 20 minutes. 

“By the time Saturday comes 
along he'll have had a full 
week’s training and we'll see 
how he is. If he’s flying then 
he'll certainly come into consid- 
eration.” 

To date, Allsopp has scored 
13 goals in 26 league games. 
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pe Power's injured 
defender Andrew Durante 
recently turned down an offer to 
play in the United States’ A 
League competition. 

‘Dura’, who suffered a bro- 
ken leg at the start of the NSL. 
season has opted to stay in 
Australia and concentrate on 
hopefully getting ‘an Olympic 
Games position as he gets back 
to normal from his injury. 
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in Perugia goalkeeper 
Zeljko Kalac. 

The ambitious Serie B club 
are chasing both Kalac and his 
Perugia trainer, Serse “Cosmi, 
and will make offers to both if 
they win promotion at the end 
of the season. Fiorentina are 
aware Kalac was blasted by 
Perugia president Luciano 
Gaucci earlier this month for 
making a mistake in a game 
which cost the club a defeat. 
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ussie goalkeeper Simon 

Miotto has won a dream 
move to Premiership hopefuls 
West Bromwich Albion. 

The 34 year-old has been 
played with Raith Rovers in the 
Scottish Second Division, but 
was snapped up on a free trans- 
fer by Baggies boss Gary 
Megson hours before last 
Thursday’s transfer deadline. 

Miotto has signed for West 
Brom to the end of the season 
and could help the club back 
into the Premiership next sea- 
son. 

Miotto also is known to many 
as a player agent and has stated 
that a few new Aussie stars 
could be unearthed real soon. 


FOR THE COAC 


on 
S\N 
aro® 500 Pages 


April School Holidays 
Soccer Camps Starting Up 


Richard Alagich’s 

Soccer Book 

ext month April 19- Each individual Centre enrolled student receives a SSL Oe & 

23 the ‘Pacific has Indoor facilities in case Pacific Umbro Soccer Camp fia, Wantnooght and this- 
Umbro Soccer of wet weather, ‘T-Shirt plus free drinks. trated handbook will prove 
Camps’ kick-off for the These meticulously The highly experienced r ; Eee help a 
School Holidays. planned quality Soccer and well-known Fred Wall, Pa anes precieal raining yWallraveto 
The live teleeasting of the Camps over the past two the Camps’ Manager and thank him forte service he has tendered football". We 


last World Cup finals, gravi- decades have been well leading Youth Goalkeeping warmly recommend (this book) to every football fan. 


tated a large number of designed and fine-tuned by coach, during the coming from the foreword by JS Blatter, FIFA 
young Australians to Soccer. the highly experienced April Camps will be based at ae me a 

Already kids at school are Technical Director, Mr the St Ives Soccer Camp | nS faye ction is pubcation wi reat erst coe 
talking about their newly- Richard Alagich. centre. they professionals or amateurs. We would like to congratu- 
found Soccer heroes. Mr Alagich stated to Special discounts are late Richard Alagich on ... this project ...” 


Today, more than ever, 
Australian school kids are 
fully acquainted with such 
names as Beckham, 
Ronaldinho, Diouf, 
Morientes, Raul, Recoba, 
Silva, Ashley Cole, Robbie 
Keane, Hong, Inamato, 
Klose, Figo, Owen, Ronaldo, 
Rivaldo, Femando Hierro, 
Roberto Carlos Vieri, Totti, 


ABSW this week: “We're available for families, a csc cans aT 
very proud of our Soccer Groups or Club registrations. “This book is th: “a Ft iibe Waking tar: 
Camps andthe song eputs- ‘The four hour daly Camps J tts you na simple and easy tofolow yt anaiyteal way 
tion we have tenaciously kick-off on Monday April 19 how a footballer is fashioned — from a raw minor who has 
i z ‘he never kicked a ballin his fie to a young adult, fully equipped 
Lee ented AS elt ee ‘and ready to play at the highest professional lev 
has been very hard work as Registrations to attend - 
we have consciously strived these excellent April School ORDER FORM 
to give quality plus value, to holiday Soccer Camps close 
all young students, enrolling on 6th April 2004. 
in our popular Soccer Enrolments must be fully 


etc. Camps. completed by this last date to 
‘The World Cup has infect- Mr Alagich added: “Even ensure your child’s accep- 
ed thousands of new, Richard Alagich Director of Coaching in recent years, our reputa- tance into one of the above 
Australian school kids who ot tion in coaching youngsters 16 and well situated Soccer Please tick if you require a personalised auto- 
now are rapidly developing a Sydney. Australia’s largest _ region of Sydney. has reached overseas includ- Camps. graphed copy 2) by the author 
stronger passion for the and most reputable Soccer “Pacific Umbro Soccer ing Japan. For further information, ff 
game also believed to be clinics, are ‘THE PACIFIC Camps’ have been organised The Pacific Umbro Soccer booking enquiries and regis- | Price Lenn $ 30.00 
played in heaven. UMBRO SOCCER ~at Canterbury, Caringbah, | Camps have been specifical- trations, please make contact Postage and handling $_5.00 
With the April School CAMPS" having now been Castle Hill, Chatswood, ly eae cea Ios byron ‘Pacific Tinteo Msi 
Holidays just around the cor- established just over 22 Eastwood, Emu Plains, and girls from the ages joccer Camp’ offices on 02- 
ner, where better than to get years. The ae Umbro Frenchs Forest, Hunters Hill, through to 14 years,” Mr 9977 2992 or by Faxing to Please eset this form Caaeleetl your 
the kids out of the house and Soccer Camps have been Hurstville, Kellyville, _Alagich elaborated. 02-9977-0376, gr saad 
enrolled into the ‘Pacific strategically set up at 16 geo- Kirrawee, Mona Vale, Each Camp offers 20 Don’t leave it too Pacific Soccer 
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one of the 16 centres across tres that stretch the vast St Clair and at St Ives. cal, coaching, and each 


SPONSOR OF WORLD PACIFIC — UMBRO 
MP LOCATIONS 
enone | CAMPLocaTIONS | SOCCER CAMP FEES 


° 
Gs rm se Fe ewe OPRESENT THE CANTERBURY — Canterbury Boys High School with SPECIAL DISCOUNTS for your CLUB or FAMILY 
Holden Street, Canterbury Get a group booking together and take advantage of these 


CARINGBAH — Endeavour High School ipfastic cicoounis rs 
The Boulevarde, Caringbah 
PACIFIC UMBRO SOCCER CAMP ) one: _cecucrmmrsonn FULL SESSION RATES 


Castle Street, Castie Hill GROUP BOOKING FAMILY BOOKING 


* . 1 player $155 1 child $155 
CHATSWOOD Chatswood High Schoo) 2-5 players $150 (ea) 2 children $150 (ea) 


~ Fs Seneoney Mente, Crab wand 6 or more players $145 (ea) 3 or more children $145 (ea) 
7 CHOOL HOLI DAYS EASTWOOD — Epping Boys High School If you cannot attend all the camp sessions — 
Vimiera Road, Eastwood use our reduced session rate. 


5 DAYS snap arg Nene High Scho REDUCED SESSION RATES 


Great Western H'way, Emu Plains 


9.00am to 1 -00p m FRENCHS FOREST — The Forest High School Attending Attending Attending 
Frenchs Forest Rd, Frenchs Forest Group Booking 4 Days 3 Days 


16 LOCATIONS wunterstne — — hunters Hill High School Highs. : ee ena 
Reiby Road, Hunters Hill 6 or M $120 $95 
SYDNEY WIDE 3 


HURSTVILLE —Hurstville Boys High School I Attending Attending 
See Inside Kenwyn Street, Hurstville Fel Booking : bese eee 
Monday to Friday 9.0¢am to 1.00pm KELLYVILLE — Kellyville High Schoo! 2 Children $125 $100 
‘APRIL 19-23 2004 York Road, Kellyville 3 plus Children $120 $ 95 


7 . KIRRAWEE — Kirrawee High School 
Established 1978 om , Hunter Street, Kirawee 


? MONA VALE — Kitchener Park — 20 hours of technical tactical coaching 
Child Protection No: 12098 Pittwater Rd, Mona Vale —CampT shit — Free Drinks 
Insurance Cover PENNANTHILLS —Pennant Hills High School oe TS RSEDUE Sn HERES HE ee el ac 
for Participants Laurence Street, Pennant Hills Application Forms received from the group.) 
Richard Alagich QUAKERS HILL — Quakers Hill High School 
epee UR Cre) Lalor Road, Quakers Hill 
CAMP BOOKING AND ENQUIRIES 5 
a ST CLAIR — St Clair High School 
Ph: 9977 2992 Fax: 9977 0376 Endaavabir Avenue |St Clair 
emall@pacificsoccer.com.au 


if IN THE EVENT OF WET WEATHER 


OR visit our website: ALL LOCATIONS HAVE INDOOR FACILITIES | 


A group of budding stars at a Pacific Umbro Soccer camp location. 
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By Peter Damalas 
he week leading up to a grand final 


is not complete without intense 

emotion from those participating. 
Feelings of excitement are tempered -by 
the anxiety of playing in the ultimate fix- 
ture of the season. 

For the players of Parramatta Power, this 
pre-match period has entered its second 
week, afier.the team proved too strong for 
defending champions Perth 

Glory in the major semi-final. They 
eamed a weekend of rest as the preliminary 
final took place. 

‘The Sydney club, who will close down at 
season's end, are blessed with a unique array 
of talent, accumulated predominantly in the 
last three years. 

Midfielder Peter Zorbas joined from 
Sydney Olympic in 2002, while Olyroo 
hopeful Andrew Durante, and established 
star Ante Milicic, signed on for this season, 
with the aim of changing the club’s tag as 
underachievers, to entertainers, and eventu- 
ally, champions. 

Zorbas is no stranger to semi-final foot- 
ball, having been involved at this stage in 
every year since his National Soccer League 
debut. But this is a totally new experience, as 
he prepares for a maiden grand final on 
home soil. 

“T've been through it before, but this time 
it is different because of the media attention 
and the added pressure,” he said. 

‘The 24 year old has made a name for him- 
self this season despite the strong competi- 
tion for places in the Power engine room, 
with Simon Colosimo, Matt Thompson, 
Travis Dodd, Andre Gumprecht and 
Femando Rech all vying for places. 


Zorbas has impressed with his energetic 
displays in the middle of the park, playing 
deep in the ball-winning role, and his direct 
style of play has endeared him to coach Nick 
Theodorakopoulos, whose attacking princi- 
ples have been evident at all stages of the 
season. 

Tt was this route one approach that led to 
the third goal of the major semi-final first 
leg, at Parramatta Stadium. 

Zorbas received the ball from Saso 
Petrovski, and unleashed a perfectly accurate 
strike at goal. 

“I had a bit of space, set myself up and 
had a clear look at the target. On this occa- 
sion, it found the perfect spot.” 

His passionate celebration after scoring 
will long be remembered in NSL folklore. 
Zorbas has done almost enough to ensure he 
will start the match this Sunday, as he has 
played from the start in the team,s last nine 
outings. 

‘This consistent run has come at the end of 
a season during which he has had to fight 
tooth and nail to play his part.” 

“Tt was frustrating early on as it was hard 
to break in [to the team], But I knew I had to 
bide my time, and when the chance came 
along, I took it. I've been very happy with 
my performances,” he said. 

With only one loss at Parramatta Stadium 
in the past eighteen months, Zorbas is confi- 
dent that the Power are capable of winning 
the final edition of the 

NSL. With calm finally enveloping the 
storm of the proposal to shift the grand final 
to Subiaco Oval, home ground advantage for 
the team who qualified first, may be crucial. 

“Our [home] record speaks for itself,” 
Zorbas stated. 

With this in mind, coach Theodora- 


Kopoulos is unlikely to make radical changes 
to the line up or the approach, according to 
Zorbas. 

“Tdon’t think the tactics will change at all. 
We've proven that we can beat Perth the way 
we play,” he said. 

NSL top scorer Ante Milicic, in the run- 
ning for the 2003-04 Warren Medal (team- 
mates Simon Colosimo and Ahmad Elrich 
have also been nominated), spoke about the 
regular meetings that have been held in the 
camp. 


“We have been having discussions in 
training, where the players are free to voice 


Peter Zorbas: The energetic 
midfielder has hit top form during 
the later part of the NSL season 
and could possibly make a huge 
impact in this year’s finals. 


POWER SPARK FOR TRIO 


their opinions and thoughts about what the 
grand final will be like. 

‘They are really excited,” he said. 

While Milicic has played in three grand 
finals, including the last two, he has yet to 
play one on his team’s home ground. 

“There is a big incentive to win, as this is 
the last year of the NSL and also for this 
club. We will be in front of family and 
friends and considering the long break until 
the new league starts, this will remain in our 
memotics, 

“T didn’t want to think about the hosting 
issue before the second leg in Perth, and 
there was not even time to think about it as. 
the club was invaded with requests on 
Monday to stage the game at home. I must 
say that I was very relieved {When the deci- 
sion was made],” Milicic said, 

With the issue dead and buried, Milicic 
and co. have been left to concentrate on the 
task at hand- preparing for the rematch with 
Perth Glory. 

“We like to attack from the start and we 
don’t wait twenty or thirty minutes to work 
cout the opposition,” he said. 

Despite inflicting the damage in three of 
the four meetings between the sides this sea- 
son, Milicic maintains that there will not be 
a significant psychological advantage or dis- 
advantage. 

“They have players capable of upsetting 
any team, so I don’t think they will worry too 
much. We respect their team, but it will be 
difficult to win away from home.” 

The Australian Soccer Association's 
announcement last week about the new 
national competition has cleared up a num- 
ber of issues for the players. 

Milicic said that he is likely to play in 
‘Asia for a six to eight month period after his 


contract expires, and return in time for the 
Australian Premier League, where the 
Sydney based consortium led by Nick Politis 
have signalled their interest in his signature. 

One player to miss out on the grand final 
is defender Andrew Durante, who suffered a 
career threatening leg injury in late October. 
‘The 21 year old was a near certainty for the 
‘Australian Under-23 team for the Olympic 
qualifiers in January, but has had to sit out 
the club season and focus all his energies on 
recovering in time for the Games in Athens. 

Previously with the Olympic Sharks, the 
versatile defender has been unlucky not to 
appear in the past two grand finals, and had 
mixed emotions after Parramatta’s success in 
Pesth 
“Obviously I’m feeling ecstatic for the 
club as this is a great achievement. 

I’m happy but there:is also an empty feel- 
ing and I’m a bit upset because this is my 
third grand final with no appearance,” he 
said. 

Durante has figured prominently in the 
lead up, communicating with the players in 
training as he is ahead of his recovery sched- 
le. 


“[’ve been running and sprinting, but little 
things like headers and quick acceleration 
can be painful. It will take a good two 
months to be completely recovered,” he said. 

The future is looking bright for Durante, 
as he has been invited by national coach 
Frank Farina to a two day fitness testing 
camp (April 7-8) for a twenty man Under-23 
team. 

He rejected a possible move to the A- 
‘League in the United States to concentrate 
on his Olympic dream. 

“This is my main aim. I’m really happy to 
be considered for the team,” he said. 


AWARDS NIGHT FOR NSL| 


ational Soccer League Top Goalscorer ANTE 

| MILICIC (Parramatta Power), plus national 

team players from the recent Socceroo match 

against Venezuela, NICK CARLE (Marconi Stallions) 

and Parramatta Power duo SIMON COLOSIMO and 

AHMAD ELRICH, as well as Perth Glory’s dynamic 

midfielder TOM PONDELJAK are all vying for the 

2003/04 Warren Medal for the NSL Players’ Player of 
the Year award. 

‘The nominees have been voted by their peers as one of 
the five best players in the NSL this season. 

Milicic took out ABSW’s Player of the Year this sea- 
son and is favoured to take out the coveted award as 
Australia’s best. 

The winner will join an illustrious list of past winners 
such as Socceroo coach Frank Farina (two-time winner), 
former Socceroo captain Paul Wade and current 
Socceroos Mark Viduka and Scott Chipperfield (both 
two-time winners). 

‘The Under-21 player of the year will surely go down 
on the wire with three quality players on show. 

Marconi’s young gun Olyroo striker Alex Brosque is 
favourite to land the title but South Melbourne’s nippy 
midfielder could spur an upset. 

Murdocca came to life for the Blues, especially in the 
finals series with South Melbourne thanks to his mazy 
Tuns in midfield. 

Newcastle's Young Socceroo Jobe Wheelhouse also 
had a solid season in an otherwise disappointing year for 
the club. 

Goalkeeper of the year will also be a fiercely contest- 
ed battle with Liam Reddy being in the hot seat after 
great year with his new club Sydney United. 

Usual suspects in this award Jason Petkovic and Clint 
Bolton need no introduction on their careers as the pair 
have had many wonderful seasons in the NSL. 

Coach of the year will be yet another interesting out- 
come. Adelaide United’s first year in the NSL has been a 
sucess thanks to coach John Kosmina. 

“Kossie’, will lead the charge ahead of Glory’s Mich 
d’Avray and the Strikers player/manager Stuart 
McLaren. 

~ The NSL Fair Play Award, NSL Top Goalscorer 
Award and NSL Premiers are confirmed below. 

Also announced are the Women’s ASA awards includ- 
ing the nominees for the Julie Dolan Award (for 
Women’s NSL player of the season), plus details of the 


WNSL Rising Star award, WNSL top goalscorer, WNSL 
Champions and Women’s International player of the year 
award. 


UNDER 21 PLAYER OF THE YEAR - 


(Award named after former VSF President, ASF 


It will be a monumental awards evening for the NSL Commissioner and NSL Chairman Sam Papasavas) 


as it draws a close to the last ever National League com- 
petition. 

An era has ended with the NSL but a new league is 
dawning in the APL next July. 

The full list of awards and nominees is as follows: 


PLAYERS’ PLAYER OF THE YEAR -_ 


WARREN MEDAL 

(Award named after former Socceroo captain Johnny 
Warren) 

Nick Carle - Marconi Stallions 

Simon Colosimo - Parramatta Power 


Wonderful season — Coach John Kosmina 
was Instrumental in Adelaide's terrific year. 


Ahmad Elrich - Parramatta Power 
Ante Milicic - Parramatta Power 
Tom Pondeljak - Perth Glory 


*ABSW TIP — Ante Milicic 
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Alex Brosque - Marconi Stallions 
Massimo Murdocca - South Melbourne 
Jobe Wheelhouse - Newcastle United 


*ABSW Tip — Alex Brosque 


GOALKEEPER OF THE YEAR 


Clint Bolton - Parramatta Power 
Jason Petkovic - Perth Glory 
Liam Reddy - Sydney United 
*ABSW Tip — Liam Reddy 


Ante MILICIC 


EDDIE THOMSON COACH OF THE YEAR 
Mich D'Avray - Perth Glory 

John Kosmina - Adelaide United 

‘Stuart McLaren - Brisbane Strikers 

*ABSW Tip - John Kosmina 


NORTHERN DIVISION YOUTH PLAYER OF 


THE YEAR 
Mark Bridge - Parramatta Power 


‘Nathan Caldwell - Canberra Deakin 
Billy Celeski - Australian Institute of Sport 


*ABSW Tip — Nathan Caldwelt 


THE YEAR 
Derrek Chisholm - South Melbourne Academy 


Tony Saric - Melbourne Knights Academy 
Yusuf Yusuf - Heidelberg United 


+ABSW Tip - Tony Saric 


IF 
Eddie Lennie - WA 
Simon Micallef - NSW 
Mark Shield - Qld 


“ABSW Tip — Mark Shield 


Nathan Gibson - NNSW 
Jim Ouliaris - Vie 
Ben Wilson - ACT 


*ABSW Tip — Jim Ouliaris 


PREMIERS 
PERTH GLORY 


FAIR PLAY AWARD 
PERTH GLORY 
WOMEN'S ASA AWARDS 


WOMEN'S NSL_ PLAYER OF THE SEASON 


CATHERINE CANNULI NSW Sapphires 
RHIAN DAVIES - Canberra Eclipse 
LISA DE VANNA - Adelaide Sensation 


*The Julie Dolan Medal is awarded to the WNSL 
player of the season. At the end of every match during 
the preliminary rounds, 3-2-1 votes are submitted by 
three separate parties - the referee, the Women's National 
Coach (if in attendance, or alternatively a spectating 
qualified coach), and a media representative. 


*ABSW Tip ~ Catherine Cannuli 


WOMEN'S NSE RISING STAR AWARD 

*This award will be given to the highest polling 
WNSL player who made their starting debut during the 
2003/04 WNSL season. 


WOMEN'S NSL_ CHAMPIONS 
NSW Sapphires (winner of the 2003/04 WNSL Grand 
Final). 


WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL PLAYER OF 


*This award will be presented to the Matilda player 
deemed to have performed the best in international com- 
petition over the last twelve months, as selected by 
Women's National coach Adrian Santrac. 


By Peter Damaias 
he final season of the National Soccer 
League will conclude at Parramatta 
Stadium on Sunday afternoon in the expect- 

ed fashion, with defending champions Perth Glory 

earning the right to take on home side Parramatta 

Power. 

‘The teams that finished first and second in the reg- 
ular season have undoubtedly the best talents in the 
country, and their excellent performances throughout 
the campaign have been the highlight for 2003/04. 

On top of the psychological warfare that will take 
place in this lead up week, and the likelihood of the 
match being both a physical and entertaining 
encounter, the grand final has taken on extra signifi- 
cance, with the new Australian Premier League com- 
petition to commence in over nine months time. 

With home ground advantage, confirmed last 


Fitzgerald abandoned plans to shift the fixture to 
Subiaco Oval, the Power will start slight favourites, 


Power players shown celebrating during 
their last win over the Glory 


Monday when Parramatta Leagues _boss Denis - 


Their home record this season is exceptional, just 
one loss (to Adelaide United), two draws, and a mas- 
sive 43 goals scored. The Sydney public are sure to 
come out and support the team, considering the num- 
ber of requests that were made to give the players the 
reward for their victory in the major semi-final. 

The squad have enjoyed a relatively easy final 
month of the season, and will begin the match the 
fresher of the two sides. They had two weeks to pre- 
pare for the initial semi-final tussle with Perth, and it 
showed as they thoroughly dismantled the Glory 6-2 
on aggregate, which in tum gave them another week 
without playing. 

However, watching their opponents’ 5-0 thrashing 
of Adelaide United in the preliminary final will cer- 
tainly give coach Nick Theodorakopoulos something 
to think about. 

The strike force of Damian Mori and captain 
Bobby Despotoyski, who returned from suspension, 
finally clicked in the finals after a poor start two 
weeks ago. The fifth goal, to Nick Mrdja, highlights 
the tremendous depth of talent at Mich d’ Avray’s dis- 
posal. 


“ The championship winning coach has built his 


team around an ability to tough it out and punish the 
opposition at critical stages. They have played more 
matches in the lead up, but not at the competitive level 
that they will experience this Sunday. Adelaide United 
simply could not offer any resistance. 

Given their success against Perth this season (three 
wins out of four), Theodorakopoulos is unlikely to 
alter the formula despite the return to form of danger 
men Despotoyski and Tom Pondeljak in the creative 
third. 

Defensive midfielder Peter Zorbas is almost guar- 
anteed a starting berth, alongside Socceroo Simon 
Colosimo in the centre of the park, and they will mar- 
shall the runs of the aforementioned duo. 

Andre Gumprecht is likely to operate on the right 
flank, while the left wing role will be up for grabs, 
Travis Dodd may get the nod ahead of Lucas Pantelis, 
as he is a potential goal scorer.and match winner. 

However, it is up front where the coach faces a 
selection headache. ABSW Player of the Year and 
NSL top scorer Ante Milicic will lead the line, with 
speedster Ahmad Elrich in a supporting role on the 
tight. The final selection will give a massive indica- 
tion as to how Parramatta will approach the match. 

Brazilian playmaker Fernando Rech offers silky 
skills and an excellent passing range to the side, while 


Sasho Petrovski is more direct, as he combines phys- 
ical strength with an astute eye for goal. The latter is 
favourite to partner Milicic up front given his record 
against Perth in the finals, while the former came out 
second best to Jamie Hamwell in the first leg. 

‘The away side will travel to Sydney with confi- 
dence restored. Their thrashing of Adelaide United 
saw the star players return to form and perhaps more 
importantly, a clean sheet was kept. 


‘The traditional 4-4-2 formation will be used by d’ ~ 


Avray.From the back, goalkeeper Jason Petkovic has 
been in fine form in the finals, and central defenders 
Harwell and Shaun Murphy provide a wealth of 
experience, They will continue the physical duel with 
Milicic and Petrovski, and their towering presence 
will provide a threat in the opposition penalty area at 
set piece situations. 

Jade North and Mark Bymes will operate in the 
full-back positions, their sole objective to deny time 
and space to Elrich and Dodd. 

‘The backline will have to be at its best this week- 
end if Perth are to win back-to-back championships. 

A great deal of responsibility will fall on the shoul- 
ders of Matthew Bingley as the defensive shield in 
midfield. But he cannot do it alone, and Pondeljak, 
Jamie Coyne and Adrian Caceres (on the flanks) must 


Perth Glory Is ready to take the title back to Western Australia! 


forma barrier to the back four. 

Tn terms of creating chances, Despotovski will drop 
deep and provide service for Mori in his final match 
before retirement. The dynamic duo, who have con- 
tributed 28 goals this season, will prove troublesome 
for Parramatta’s three man backline of Michael 
Beauchamp, Alvin Ceccoli and Paul O’ Grady, who 
will have fond memories of the 2-0 victory at 
Members Equity Stadium. 

Both sets of players exhibit the mental toughness of 
their respective coaches, and the record books will be 
tossed out the window come kick-off time. 

The winner will be the team that creates more 
chances and restricts the opposition’s danger men and 
space down the flanks. Simple enough, but 
Theodorakopoulos and d’ Avray are sure to have 
something else in store to bring the NSL to a fitting 
conclusion. 

Likely Line-up: Perth Glory: PETKOVIC, 
NORTH, MURPHY, HARNWELL, BYRNES, BIN- 
GLEY, COYNE , CACERES, PONDELJAK, 
DESPOTOVSKI, MORI, 

Parramatta Power: MILICIC, PETROVSKI, 
ELRICH, DODD, COLOSIMO, ZORBAS, 
GUMPRECHT, 0’ GRADY, BEAUCHAMP, CEC- 
COLI, BOLTON. 


FOR THE GOOD OF THE GAME 


Comment by weeks, Consider the timing — ing conclusions to a season in 

Peter Damalas first. NSL history, there will be a 

This announcement was nine month hiatus for nation- 

adical change has made two weeks before the all soccer before the APL is 
been the catchery of | conclusion of the current up and running. 


ie Aastralian National Soccer League sea- 


From an administrative 


cer’s supporter base, Months 
without action will take its 
toll on the fans, who may 
grow an interest in rival foot- 
ball codes or other sports, or 
simply follow the European 


Olyroos will dominate 2004 
in the absence of national 
club soccer. More ‘fill in’ 
measures must be organised 
following the Athens 
Olympics in August, as a 


this is the possible alienation 
of those supporters of NSL 
clubs such as Marconi, 
Sydney United and Olympic, 
who may chose to follow 
their teams in a state league 


20s) may find their best 
chance of playing regularly 
lies beneath the national 
competition, at state level, 
where standards are lower. 
While reducing the num- 


Soccer Association ever son, and the players of the point of view, the extra time leagues. means of building up entici- or eastern seaboard division, ber of teams is necessary to 
since Westfields chairman, ten clubs not participating at _will allow the ASA to bring ~ ASA needs to ensure that pation for the APL. and ignore the APL fran- improve the quality of play, 
Mr Frank Lowy, took over this stage have been left to on board an impressive list of there is enough soccer in this Looking at the format, Mr __chise(s) in Sydney. the ASA must work with 
the reins of the sport’s gov- question their future playing _ sponsors and broadcast- country to maintain the 0” Neill discussed the need And from the players each franchise to ensure that 
erning body last year. careers in Australia. ers, and give the new interest once the new for a high quality competi- point of view, younger tal- they appeal to the wider com- 
Lowy admitted that the NSL players have been clubs a chance to competition begins. tion, where the talent is con- ents may feel frozen out from — munity and strike a balance, 
task of rebuilding soccer’s distracted by these concems, recruit and set up ‘This is why ensuring tained within clubs that anelite competition, as clubs _ with the national youth teams 
fortunes in this country and many have scrambled to their infrastruc- regular internation- represent an entire city or are likely to sign established in mind. 
would be difficult, and that sign for state league teams in ture. al fixtures athome state. stars and those returning Tt is clear that the ASA 
the development would be a desperate attempt to ensure The — part- is another key Having one team allocated from overseas, in order to have worked for the good of 
based around a number of regular football. nership with element of the to each of the major centres improve the team’s mar- the game. Lowy and O’ Neill 
stages, certainly nothing Selection for the national Nike, who marketing of (Sydney, Melbourne,  ketability. acknowledge the big picture 
overnight. teamsis largely dependent on will sup- ASSOCIATION thecodetoa Adelaide, Brisbane, Perth, Players vying for selection and understand that practical 
‘The national competition match form and fitness. ply the wide audi- Newcastle and Auckland) to the Joeys (Under-17s) and steps must be taken to obtain 
has remained at the top of the The fact that this template apparel, footwear and ball for _ ence, may appeal to supporters’ Young Socceroos (Under- success. 
agenda, and last week’s was released only weeks all national teams, is certain- ‘In what is another positive sense of pride in their region. STG 
announcement has cleared up after former Australian _ly a step in the right ditec- step, ASA have secured a O’Neill cited the success of 


a number of issues for those 
involved in the game, 

An eight team Australian 
Premier League will com- 
mence in July/August 2005, 
with a warm up tournament 
scheduled for earlier in the 
yeat. This first season will 
tun for approximately 26 


Rugby Union boss, Mr John 
O'Neill entered the frame, 
indicates the importance of 
securing an established fig- 
urehead as the chief execu- 
tive officer of the ASA. 
While supporters have 
been treated to one of the 
most entertaining and excit- 


tion, given its association two match 
with the world game. Nike 
Pacific Managing Director 
Tony Balfour confirmed the 
sportswear giant’s interest in 


developing the game from followed by the second stage This is certainly in line+ 

the grassroots level. of the Oceania World Cup with O’Neill’s ‘unified 
But the upshot of this qualifiers for Germany 2006. approach.” 

‘time out’ is the loss of soc- The Socceroos and However, the danger of 


Turkey, who finished in 3rd 
place at the 2002 FIFA World 
‘Cup, Sydney and Melbourne 
will host the matches, to be 


series with Perth Glory and Adelaide 
United in attracting impres- 
sive parochial crowds, and 
expects that other franchises 
will follow this lead. 
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By Joe Russo 


arramatta Power 

coach Nick Theedor- 

akopoulos is quietly 
confident that his team will 
be successful in Sunday’s 
Grand Final at Parramatta 
Stadiom. 

Speaking on Sunday 
Night Soccer on radio 98.5 
FM (every Sunday in NSW 
at 10.00pm) Theodorako- 
poulos expressed his happi- 
ness at overcoming Perth 
Glory in Perth in the team’s 
last official match before the 
Grand Final. 

“T am delighted at win- 
ning the game rather than 
just the tie because | was 
quietly confident after the 
4-2.” he said. 

The 4-2 result that 
Theodorakopoulos was. 
referring to was the amazing 
and thrilling game the week 
before at Parramatta 
Stadium between Parramatta 
Power and Perth Giory. 

“{ felt that 4-2 was a 
blessing in disguise because 
if we bad gone to Perth with 
say a 5-2 advantage, then we 
may have been more 
relaxed; one in our approach, 
two in our preparation and 
three subsequently during 
the course of the game. 


“Tt had everyone certainly 
concentrating a lot deeper 
and harder. There.was some 
genuine hunger and thirst to 
succeed,” the Power coach 
said, 

Theodorakopoulos was 
lavish in his praise for his 
team and was very happy 
with his team’s performance 
at Members Equity Stadium. 

He singled out Ahmad 
Elrich for special praise and 
it is no wonder given the 
performances throughout the 
year of Elrich, who played 
for the Olyroos and made his 
Socceroo debut during the 
season. 

“Abmad Elrich came up 
with another spectacular vol- 
ley and he justifies and typi- 
fies the conversion rate of 
chances to goals that this 
very special soccer team can 
provide,” he said. 

“To come up with a per- 
formance that we did fin 
Perth], let alone the 0-2 
result, especially in the first 
half where Perth Glory 
failed to get one shot on 
Clint Bolton’s goal, was 
great.” 

Theodorakopoulos is 
becoming somewhat of the 
devil incarate in Perth as 
this was his fifth victory as a 
coach in the Western 


Australia capital. He is cer- 
tainly well remembered for 
the heartbreaking perfor- 
mance of his Wollongong 
Wolves in the 2000 Grand 
Final when the Wolves won 
the title overcoming a 0-3 
deficit to snatch a title that 
appeared to be well and truly 
in Perth's grasp. 

Parramatta Power go into 
Sunday’s Grand Final hav- 
ing had a two-week break. 
For some the week off is 
seen as an advantage as nig- 
gling injuries can be over- 
come, while for others it is 
seen as a disadvantage 
because there is a risk that 
momentum can be lost. 


However, Theodorako- Can the Fower players win 
poulos is not worried about top shape so we are quietly be applauded because they 
the extended break and in confident that the week off are playing a very good cali- 
fact sees it as a benefit to his _ will be of major assistance to _bre of soccer.” 


team. 
“Our planning along with 


our players,” Theodor- 


akopoulos said. 


Manfred Schaefer and Frank Despite his own personal 
Mikuletic has been good. We achievements this year with 
have sat down and put our his team, Theodorakopoulos 
schedule in place,” he said. singled out Adelaide Utd 


“We organised a friendly 
game with a State League 
club, just like we did straight 
after the Adelaide Utd match 
which was our last game of 
the season, but then we had 
17 days off before we played 
again. 

“We had the boys in tip 


coach, John Kosmina, for 
special mention. 

“John Kosmina has done 
a magnificent job with his 
players because of what he 
did just before the start of the 
season and what he ended up 
doing {during the season]. I 
think that Kosmina should 


Imespective of Sunday's 
result the Parramatta Power 
will be disbanded after the 
Grand Final. 

The Parramatta Leagues 
Club is no longer prepared to 
invest in soccer and will 
concentrate solely on rugby 
Ie z 

“I am contracted until 
June 30 so if any work is 
required around the club I’ll 


the Grand-Final this week? Only time will tell. 


there has been talk that some 
may be moving to Asia,” he 
said. 

new league 
announced by Frank Lowy 
and John O'Neill last 
Monday is still nearly 18 
months away and then it will 
be only an  eight-team 
league. Obviously this 
leaves Theodorakopoulos 
and his players, like ali other 
NSL coaches and players, 
somewhat in limbo in the 
meantime. 


to withdraw funding for the 
Power per se but rather the 
lack of initiative and entre- 
preneurial thought at the 
moment in Australian soc- 
cer, Theodorakopoulos is 
adamant that the Power team 
should be kept together even 
if under the banner of a new 
club. 

“For me it will be a little 
bit of time off and looking at 
the team in general it is a lit- 
tle bit of an injustice, not so 
much because the club is 
folding, but. that no one has 
moved and moved quickly to 
secure the squad. 

“As I have maintained 

from the time when Power 
officials had stated that they 
wouldn’t be continuing in 
any shape or form in the new 
competition, that this team 
should be kept together all 
costs. 
“[ can say that the money 
that has-been spent on these 
players has been reduced 
significantly from last year 
and what Parramatta Power 
speat in previous years, so it 
wouldn’t be that much 
money to keep the squad 
together.” 

Sunday Night Soccer airs 


obviously be providing it, However, he is not disap- at weekly at 10.00pm every 
The players are also con- pointed with the decision of Sunday on radio 98.5 FM in 
tracted until June 30 and the Parramatta Leagues Club NSW. 


ustralian SA chief John 

O'Neill says he will take the 

AFL’s lead and assist clubs 
financially that are struggling to 
establish themselves in their respec- 
tive markets. 

O'Neill nominated Melbourne and 
Brisbane as the two cities most likely 
to need assistance in developing their 
clubs for the new Premier League 
competition. 

Referring to how the AFL estab- 
lished the Brisbane Lions and Sydney 
Swans, O'Neill said, “Lots of money 
was lost in those markets over many 
years but when success arrived, every- 


today. 
“You couldn't get any beter 
“Let’s face it, Turkey finished third 


O’Neill: ASA to 
take AFL lead on 
club assistance 


cone said it was well worth the wait and 
T think that’s the strategy we're follow- 

s” 

He also told the Australian, “Over 
time I expect the ASA will become 
fairly financially secure and that’s 
when some subsidisation, if necessary, 
may happen, 

“Ideally you would think that the 
national body which runs soccer in this 
country will be in position in the full- 
ness of time to make sensible invest- 
ment decisions which may not give 
you a two or three-year return, but (a 
significant return) down the track.” 


a the last World Cup and were very 
unlucky’ to miss out on making the 
‘European Championships, sc their cre- 
dentials are second fo none.” 
‘Turkey, who became available alter 
they were surprisingly beaten by. 
Latvia in the final play-off for a place 
at Eure 2004 in Portugal, will play the 


Socceroos in two matches on the 2st 


May at Aussie Stadium in Sydney and 
then on the 24th May at Telstra Dome 
in Melbourne. 


om e 


John O'Neill: Full steam ahead 
for ASA’s CEO. 


“Our players are really looking for- 
ward it, a5 pot only are they playing, 
against one of the top teams in the 
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th Glory’s talisman striker 

Pe Despotovski has announced 

his decision to retire at the end of 

the NSL season. In announcing his deci- 

sion Despotovski said he is determined to 
go out with his best performances. 

Depsotovski has been with Perth Glory 
since they joined the league in 1996. His 
decision to retire has been brought forward 
by the Australian Soccer Association's 
decision to start its new league in 2005. 

“Tt was hard to watch last week as we 
lost 2-0 to Parramatta,” he said. “I was very 
disappointed.” 

Despotovski will bring to an end a career 
which has brought 100 goals in 211 Glory 
games and 110 goals in 235 NSL matches. 
“J definitely will be retiring,” he said from 
his Perth home. 7 

“[ don’t think - and this is a personal 
view - anybody who is above 32 years of 
age can afford 14 months off. 

[am only being realistic, I am not push- 
ing anyone to retire, I am just saying that it 
is impossible for me to be on the sidelines 
for 14 months and come back.” 

“Bobby 10” as.he is known to all from 
Perth has certainly made a huge impact on 
the National League. 

Itis known that Despotovski has a sports 
store in Perth that he is keen to run full-time 
when he hangs up his boots. 

Despotovski has seen many highs and 
lows during his career. 

Apart from scoring monumental goals 
for his side, a low would have to be when 
he gave a Serbian salute to Melbourne 
Knights fans whilst their match in 
Melbourne. 


Perth Glory star Bobby 
Despotovski will hang up the boots 
at the end of the season. 


That incident caused uproar between 
himself and the Knights staff and support- 
ers. 
It was that moment that refrained Bobby 
to return to Melbourne fearing for his safe- 
ty: 

Nevertheless a great player and a great 
servant of the game will be bowing out in 
sheer style after some terrific moments in 
the Australian game. 


By Richard Kreider 


he culmination of 
27~—syears=—soof 
National Soccer 


League competition 
appears set for an 
enthralling showdown 
next weekend following 
Perth Glory’s 
Preliminary Final ham- 
mering of Adelaide 
United at Subiaco Oval 
last Sunday. 

The defending champi- 
‘ons secured an emphatic 5- 
0 victory over the South 
Australians, in front of 
17,524 fans, who now have 


to wait until 2005 before~ 


seeing their next Australian 
national jeague fixture in 
the West. 

A brace of goals to both 
Damian Mori and Bobby 
Despotovski, together with 


a single to substitute Nicky” 


Mrdja erased any lingering 
doubts Perth fans might 
have had of their side con- 
tinuing a mini form slump. 
"They (Glory) were out- 
standing today," conceded 
United boss John Kosmina. 
"Obviously, they have been 
hurting from their last two 
results. "The Power have 
got a lot of flair in the side 
and beaten Perth twice this 
season. But if Perth play 
like that, it’s going to be 
one hell of a match," said 
Kosmina, who won the 
Under-21 award in the first 
NSL season back in 1977. 
Although his charges 
were outclassed on the day, 


Too Easy - Damian Mori scores his second of the game. 


Kosmina remained positive 
and praised his club’s 
achievement of ending their 
inaugural season in a cred- 
itable position. 

“It’s been a fairytale ride 
for us," he said. "We fin- 
ished third in the league 
and finished third in the 
finals." 

Kosmina accepted it was 
the Glory’s experience 
which proved the differ- 
ence on the day. "You look 
at the team from front to 
back. They have got play- 
ers who have played over- 
seas and we have got 
National League players 
who haven't - and that 
showed up today.” 

Certainly a gastro virus 
which affected first-eleven 
players Richie Alagich, 
Matthew Kemp and 
Kristian Rees during the 
week wouldn’t have helped 
either. 

Even his president, Basil 
Scarsella was full of praise 
for his players. 

"When we compare our 
objectives at the start of the 
year, the club should be 
proud of itself," he said. 
"The result is disappointing 
but the players have done 
i " 

"If I was asked if 
Adelaide were going to 
play off for a grand final at 
the start of the year, I would 
have taken it. We have 
exceeded expectations both 
on and off the park," said 
Scarsella. 


Glory gaffer Mich 


d’Avray also. wanted to 
extend his praises to the 
new club after Sunday’s 


game. 

“At the risk of sounding 
patronising, they have hada 
wonderful season and it 
‘was great to see their sup- 
porters travel over to the 
game," said d’ Avray. 

"This is what the game 
needs. Well done to Kossie 
and the boys." 

Meanwhile, a relieved 
Mori said the team is back 
on track and eager to have 
another crack at the Power. 

"Kt gave us a reality 
check," said Mori on the 
losses to the Sydney club. 
"When you play so well for 
so many weeks and hadn't 
been beaten — and then to 
lose to a good team like 
Parramatta, you have to 
start again and get back to 
basics.” 

"A side like ours rely on 
working for each other, 
which we did. It was also 
good to see everyone give 
110 percent, which we had- 
n't done in the previous two 
games." 

We've showed this week 
what we can really do and 
hopefully it will continue 
from . here. They 
(Parramatta) are obviously 
favourites but we are going 
over to give them a good 
game," ended Mori. 

On a slightly historical 
slant, the very last NSL 
championship match will 
be contested in the city 
where Australia’s very first 


official game of soccer was 
played, 124 years ago — in 
1880. 


(ae\ 


However, the chosen 
venue for Sunday’s final 
has not gone down too well 
with d’Avray, who ques- 
tioned why it is not a neu- 
tral ground. 

"I always thought grand 
finals were supposed to be 
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at neutral venues," he said. 

"I don’t mind playing in 
New South Wales but to 
play in Parramatta where 
they have only lost once all 
season, gives them a huge 
advantage. I don’t under- 
stand the thinking behind 
that," d’Avray said. "Be 
thatas it may, we'll go over 
there and give it our best 
shot" 

After the tiny glitch of 
dignitaries shaking the 
player’s hands during the 
national anthem was over, 
the game kicked off with 
Perth attacking the city end. 

Perth made their inten- 
tions clear from as early as 
the fifth minute, when Matt 
Bingley and Jamie Coyne 
combined along their right 
flank. Coyne then centred 
to Mori who directed a 
header too close to the wel- 
come gloves of David 
Scarsella. 

The breakthrough came 
justfive minutes later when 
Adrian Caceres was award- 
ed a free-kick 20 metres 
out, on a slight angle from 
the United goal. 

With the Adelaide wall 
containing just four players, 
Bobby Despotovski didn’t 
hesitate in attacking the 
goal directly. The brilliant 
striker curled the ball into 
the far side of the net, with 


the assistance of a deflec- 
tion from a United defend- 
er. 
Aaron Goulding gave 
Glory a scare in the 18th 
minute after dispossessing 
Jade North close to the 
Perth goal and Jason 


Glory's Jade North (Left) battles with Adelaide's 
Kristian Rees. 


Petkovic needed to be at his 
brave best three minutes 
later to a Goulding cross. 
But despite not scoring a 
second goal, the gréater 
part of the first-half was 
clearly dominated by the 
home side. 


The Glory Army In full flight during thelr crushing five-nil win over Adelaide 
last week. 


Caceres, who had come 
in for the suspended Brad 
Hassell, was a nuisance to 
the Adelaide rearguard. 


. The midfielder came close 


to finding the net in the 
20th minute after a lung- 
bursting run ended with 


him delivering the ball just 
over the crossbar. 

Six minutes further on, 
Glory was almost presented 
a second goal when United 
defender Rees glanced a 
North centre a metre wide 
of his own goal. 

Adelaide — midfielder, 
Ross Aloisi, who worked 
hard with litle return, test- 
ed Petkovic from 25 metres 
in the 32nd minute before 
action switched to the other 
end three minutes later, 
with Tom Pondeljak testing 
Scarsella from the same 
distance, after a collision of 
players on the face of the 
penalty area saw the ball 
spill out to the’ clever mid- 
fielder. 

Five minutes after the 
restart, Pondlejak had a 
fierce strike _ brilliantly 
saved before Mori eventu- 
ally broke through seconds 
later from the 18 yard line. 

It became 3-0 after 64 
minutes when Despotovski 
and Pondeljak combined 
along the right flank to tee 
up Mori to record NSL goal 
number 225. 

With Adelaide now in 
defensive distress, 
Pondeljak provided a 
fourth, when a solo run was 
completed with a squared 
pass to the unmarked 
Despotovski, who made no 
mistake from eight metres - 
in front. 
mered home three minutes 
before the final whistle 
when Mrdja slotted a 
Wayne Shroj ball past the 
keeper from 18 metres with 
his usually unfavourable 
fight foot. 


(@) ABSW: 


PREMIERSHIP BIZARRIO 


It's Nige and Derek here from 
BananaTV’s Premiership Bizarrio. Each 
week we give you the news and our views 
Srom around the grounds of the English 
Premier League. ° 

This week we saw Rio get his nose 

bloodied from his appeal against the 8 
month ban imposed on him by the FA, for 
forgetting to pee in a bottle. Rio, now see- 
ing the error of his ways, 
cried like a baby as he decid- 
ed not to appeal against the 
appeal. 
All we can say mate is 
you've been made an exam- 
ple of, but then again football 
is where you earn your crust 
and that should have been at 
the forefront of your mind, not moving 
house, going shopping or sticking it to 
some air hostee. 

We aren’t finished with Rio yet. He is 
now subject of a rumour that ManU want 
to dump his ass on Chelski for one-footed 
wonder, Damien Duffer. 

This would be another indication that 
Sir Ferg is loosing his marbles. His 
defence is already leaking like a sieve and 


Beaners TV 


Premiership 
Bizerria 


now he wants to get rid of the one geezer 
that helped United keep it tight at the back. 
Sir Ferg has been a long time admirer of 
the one-footed wonder, and Rio, plus a 
cool 10 mil, will seal the deal. 

The Sir Ferg needs to spend that 10 mil 
on a defender in the class of Rio. He 
already has the best left footer in the game, 
but Giggsy has been left in doubt over his 
future next season at Ol’ Traff. 

Sir Ferg needs to get a grip 
on things right now and sort 
things out as the empire 
crumbles around him. 

Some mug has finally 
bought Leeds United. We 
can’t believe there is a credi- 
ble businessman around that 
would take on this disaster, 
but it seems we are wrong and there is! 
His name is Michael Gasner. 

This clutz has spent 30 million squid on 
this washed up, crippled outfit. He has 


Bad Boy Robble Savage has been 


ment company that have leased Dooks to 
Leeds will get a nice return on the 6 mil 
they lent Leeds. One player that does want 
to flush his career down the toilet is 
Jermaine Pennant. He is gagging to get 
away from the Arse and start a fresh. We 
don’t think Elland Road is the place to do 
it though. Anyway Jermaine, good luck, 
you're going to need it! 

The Arse are one game away from 
breaking the record for undefeated games 
in the Premier League. 

They are currently tied with Leeds 
(when they had a good team) and 
Liverpool (again, when they had a good 
team). This week sees them up against 
their rivals ManU, 

This promises to be a bruiser of a game, 
and by the time this article is in the paper 
we will know whether Royston Keano has 
finished the game and if Patty Viera is still 
able to stand on both of his legs as a result 
of Keano having to leave the game. 


already indictéd that there will be a mass If ManU loose this one and Chleski get 
exodus which will include the V Bomber,  "0minated as one of the worst —_up then it looks like Nige will be handing 
and madman bottle chucker, Alan Smith. players in the English Premler yer 100 notes to Derek. 

Gasner can expect to recoup 5 mil ofhis League this season by managers, —— Talking about bets, we have heard the 


outlay on Smith, but will have to let the V 
Bomber go for nothing as the US invest- 


WOLLONGONG NEWS 


By Otto Bader 


The Last Wolves 


Presentation? 

The Wollongong Wolves called their faithful 
(around 200) together last weekend at the 
Fraternity Club for what could very well be their 
final players awards night. 

Player of the Year sponsored by Blue Scope 
Steel for 
2003/04 was 
awarded to Ben 
Blake and in 
youth grade 
sponsored by 
Wollongong 
Mini-storage 
Player of the 


year was 
Michael Blain 
(13). 


Top gual 
scorer in the 4 

seniors spol: BEN BLAKE: Awarded 
sored by South the Wolves Player of 
Coast Graphics the Year, 

was Chimaobi 


Nwaogizi and in youth grade sponsored by 
Wideform Construction was Matthews 
Werakso. 

Hardwareman’s Players Player was keeper 
Atidrew Crews. Harbourfront Rookie was 
Stewart van Bentum. Club person of the year 
presented with the Jack Zanier Memorial Medal 
was Arthur Moulton. 

Life memberships were bestowed on 
Dominic Gatt, Mario Mastroianni, John Ashley 
and Phil Murphy — rather unique and possibly 
the last and only one honour from the Wolves 
facing an uncertain future, 

Amini-auction on the night raised $13,000 of 
urgent funds needed to keep the fight for sur- 
vival going. 

Players and coach John Tumer plus assistant 
John Calleja and youth grade development offi- 
cer Eddie Tesoro deserve praise for their com- 
mitment to the course. General Manager Robert 
Rossi and administrator Sue Gatt did their out- 
‘most to keep things going during a difficult sea- 
son. 


country (New Zealand), local Australian soccer 
fans keep the sport going, guaranteeing contin- 
ued growth with ever increasing numbers of 
youngsters joining soccer clubs. 

‘An interesting point raised concerns the $12 
Levy paid- by Australian players and clubs to 
support the Australian Soccer Association, 
would that be also paid by a New Zealand club 
or so it should. Most probably no payments 
would come from there since they have their 
‘own soccer association in New Zealand to sup- 


port, 

In Sydney papers an idea is peddled that an 
option would be for the financial well funded 
NSW Soccer Federation to field a Sydney team 
in the new league. The precedent has been set 
with the South Australian Soccer Association 
supporting Adelaide United. 

Maybe the Ilawarra Soccer Association 
together with southern associations would con- 
template the running of a Wollongong team. 
Arguably the ISA has far more experience run- 
ning soccer and showing professional approach- 
es compared to the now gone season of the 
Wolves and the people in charge. 

Tt would be an interesting challenge for 
recently elected ISA President David Naylor 
and his Board to get involved in submitting a 
bid to the Australian Soccer Association and 
their CEO John O'Neil. 


Young Soccer Players 


off to UK 
‘Wollongong Wolves National youth team left 
‘Monday 29th and is now in England for 9 days 
experiencing English professional soccer first 
hand. 


Coach Eddie Tesoro took the following 20 
players on tour: Jarryd Vinton, Ricky Bertakis, 
Karouna Micheal, Adam Gordon, Omar Obeid, 
Michael Andrews, Tommy Arcaba, Stephen 
O'Brien, Michael Robinson, Michael Blain, Iain 
Hall, Blake Coates, Daniel Milanski, Lance 


Barrie, Tony Dulevski, Kieren Deane, Mathew - 


Gordon, Wade Scherini, Ben Hughes, David 
Boscoscuro, Managers Glen Blain and Ken 
Franks. 

The boys will spend then a week in France, 
Saint Btienne to participate in the FIFA 
approved Youth Tournament with leading 


European sides taking part. 
spects ti M: ‘The party is expected home in Australia 
mn ati ai hese arriving in Sydney Friday 16th April. 


‘Wollongong as well as the whole South Coast 
area and Highlands soccer deserve a place in a 
future National Soccer League. 

More though than a side from outside the 


Yours truly travelling with the team hopes 
being able to email weekly reports ~ UK/France 
Calling Wollongong soccer fans ~ keeping track 
of events. 


fans and players — one of your 


best Rob! 


dumbest bet so far. John Moore has 
wagered 20 notes of his hard earned on his 


grandson being England captain by the 
time he is 25. The boy has got a good 
omen on his side; he is called Bobby 
Moore. 

The down side of this is that he is only 
4 months old. John you are an idiot! 

Finally, heart-warming news for Robbie 
Savage as he is voted into a Fantasy 
Football team by the fans, getting more 
votes than anyone else! 

Unfortunately, that may not be a com- 
pliment - depending on how highly he 
values popularity. LaughFC.com have 
been asking their users to nominate their 
worst Barclaycard Premiership “Shocker” 
XI in an alternative Fantasy Football. 

Over 1700 managers have joined and 
managed to come up with a team. King of 
the team, in the middle of the pitch and 
with 434 votes is Robbie Savage. 

There endith another week of Bizarrio 
in the Premiership. This week will be our 
last show. Nige is emigrating to another 
planet. 

So tune your computers is for one last 
hurrah to www.bananaty.com for the best 
of the bollocks. 

Nige & Derek 
Premiership Rizarria 


SOCCERWOMAN By Janene Mar 


wenty-five of the country’s 
best female youth players will 
assemble at the Australian 
Institute of Sport in Canberra next 


first time, and they all have the opportu- 
nity to be selected for the qualifiers with 
the expectation that we'll qualify for the 


week, all vying for a berth in the youth world cup in Thailand,” said 
Australian U19 Team (the ‘Young  Santrac. 
Matildas‘) to contest the Oceania U19 “The first component of this camp by 


Women’s Qualifying Tournament in 
Port Moresby, it was announced on 


Wednesday. 


necessity has to be quick in terms of 
selecting the final squad. Once that’s 
done, we'll be going into overdrive with 


National Women’s Coach Adrian developing our understanding, building 
Santrac will utilise the Young Matildas on the tactical component from the pre- 
‘Squad Camp for both the finalisation of vious camp. 
team selections and lead-in preparation 


for the qualifying event, the wit 


which qualifies for the 2nd FIFA U19 
Women’s World Championship to be 
staged in Thailand this November. 
Several days into the two-week 
camp, scheduled for 5-18 April, the 


squad will be cut and the 


Matildas Team announced. The team 


will then depart for Papua New 
on 19 April. 


‘Two of the squad - Leah Blayney and 
Selin Kuralay — have already represent- 
ed their country at full senior level, hav- 
ing celebrated their international debut 
for the Matildas at last month’s 
Australia Cup in Brisbane, and then 
travelling to Fiji to help the Matildas 
qualify for the Athens 2004 Olympic 


Games. 
Kuralay is also one of four 


Christina Papageorgiou was named for 


the camp but did not attend 


injury, whilst Nenita Burgess, Kim 
Carroll, and Kara Mowbray gain their 


first opportunity under Santrac. 
“Most of these players are 
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squad — along with Blissia Canham, 
Catherine Cannuli, and Emma Davison 
— who were members of the 2002 U19 
World Championship side. The remain- 
der of the players are aiming for their 
first ever taste of international football. 

All but four of the players participat- 
ed in January’s thirty-player National 


inner of 


Young 


Guinea 


in the 


Youth Selection Camp at the AIS. 


due to 


coming 


back for a second look, some for the 


We'll be focusing very strongly on 
tactics and everyone’s roles in order that 
by the first game, we'll be ready for the 
opposition.” 

The Young Matildas were successful 
in the inaugural U19 qualifiers in 2002 
in Tonga, defeating New Zealand in the 
final of the seven-team event. Australia 
went on to finish an impressive Sth at 
the 2002 FIFA U19 Women’s World 
Championship in Canada, after going 
down in extra-time of their quarterfinal 
match against Brazil, 
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The Lions — 2003 Champions of Queensland 


By Glenn Davis 


ewly promoted Mitchelton 
moved to second place in the 
Brisbane premier league and 
served notice of its finals credentials 
with an upset 4-1 win over Brisbane 
City at Teralba Park on Saturday night. 

In front of a large parochial home 
crowd, Mitchelton ran Brisbane City off 
its feet with three second half goals after 
going to the break I-all. 

Mitchelton has now won its last three 
games in its first year in premier league 
including previous wins over Souths and 
‘Wynnum to move to 10 points, equal but 
ahead on goal differences of Easts. 

Queensland Lions maintained its 
unbeaten record with its fifth win in as 
many games with a 6-nil thrashing of 
Souths to stay five points clear at the top 
of the table. 

Tt could easily have been four straight 
wins for Mitchelton after an injury time 
goal enabled Rochedale to escape with a 
3-all draw in round two. 

Jason Poggy gave the home side a I-nil 
lead over City when he tapped home from 
close range following a challenge on 
Brisbane City’s keeper. 

Brisbane City got back on level terms 
by the interval when Jon San Martin 
scored in the 35th minute. 

Poggy landed his double soon after the 
break with a spectacular header before 
Mitchelton bagged a further two from 
Nick Kuyper and Richard Iwai. 

Mitchelton coach Greg Brown was over 
the moon with the victory. 

“I've been saying each week we're 
playing better every game and we're get- 
ting close to our best now,” Brown said. 

“We've still got a couple of boys to 
come back from injury which will only 
strengthen us further. 

“We're playing some great football and 
the recent wins have given the boys a lot 
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QLD Premier League - Round 5 


of confidence in their first season in pre- 
mier league. 

“There’s a great feeling at the club and 
we played in front of a very big crowd.” 

Mitchelton will be riding high next 
week when they lock homs with Easts 
who also was promoted this year from first 
division. 

‘The mood at Mitchelton is in stark con- 
trast to Brisbane City which suffered it 
second straight loss following 
Toowoomba’s upset 1-nil win last round. 

City had Mark Battistin sent off with 25 
minutes to go for his second caution fol- 
lowing a challenge on the Mitchelton 
keeper. 

Battistin, who got his marching orders 
when the score was 3-1, suffered a rib 
injury last round and started off the bench, 

City coach Frank Pimblett has threat- 
ened several changes after his side’s dis- 
mal performance. 

“There will be changes for our next 
match against Lions, that’s for sure,” 
Pimblett said. 

“It’s not desperate but it’s beginning to 
get a bit worrying. 

“I'm not getting the best out of my 
players so I have no alternative but to 
make some changes. 

“Some of the players think they’re pre- 
ordained to win just because they pull on a- 
City shirt. 

“It’s not like that as they found out as 
Mitchi gave us a flogging.” 

Pine Rivers notched its second straight 
win with a late goal from striker Seb 
‘Thatchell to sink Rochedale 2-1 in a 
thriller at Wendy Allison Park, 

Pine Rivers and Rochedale failed to 
find the net in the opening period before 
rookie striker Tim Smits broke the dead- 
lock in the 60th minute. 

Smits, a Queensland Academy of Sport 
product and a member of the Australian 
Youth squad, was named man of the 
match. 


Rochedale hit back to draw level 
through Steve Carter midway through the 
second half before Smits had a hand in 
Thatchell’s winner three minutes into 
injury time. 

‘Smits lost his defender superbly before 
setting up Thatchell’s winning goal. 

Pine Rivers coach Clayton Koch 
believed his side deserved victory unlike 
rival coach Keiran Cooper who believed 
the game could haye gone either way. 

“T thought we deserved to win,” Koch 
said. 

“They controlled the ball better than us 
at times but we had the best chances and 
missed a couple of easy ones. 

“Tt was our second win on the trot and 
by far our best performance of the year.” 

Cooper expected a tight game from his 
young warriors who have a habit of pro- 
ducing thrilling finishes. 

“I thought it could have gone either 
way,” Cooper said. 

“The last three times we've played 
them they've all been very close. 

“Our performance was very good but 
unfortunately not the result.” 

Fasts’ winning charge was halted by a 
physical Toowoomba in a 1-all away draw. 

Easts, outright second on the table prior 
to kick off, failed to crack Toowoomba’s 
tight defence in the opening 45 minutes, 
which remained deadlocked. 

Toowoomba’s goal had a touch of luck 
when a Ken Hislop flick-on struck Matt 
Hilli’s shoulder and looped Easts’ keeper 
Robbie Harrison into the top comer. 

Easts hit back with 18 minutes to go for 
the equaliser from replacement striker 
Farren Fleiter who drilled home a cross. 

Easts’ goal came after coach Col 
Bennett took off striker Rob Wales who 
missed three great opportunities in the first 
half to give the visitors a commanding 
lead. 


Bennett has boasted about Easts” great 
depth this season and was called on to use 


several reserve graders after eight players 
were missing from his top 20 players. 

Missing were the experienced Brad 
Ditton, keeper Andrew Baldock, Danny 
Flaskas, Matt Baldizini, and Joki Kleine. 

“It was a good opportunity to give some 
of our reserves a chance and I thought we 
should have won,” Bennett said. 

“We were the only side playing foot- 
ball.” 

Easts, who were also promoted from 
first division this season, will now take on 
their former first division rivals, higher 
flyers Mitchelton next round. 

North Star picked up its first win of the 
season and kept Taringa winless in a hard 
fought 2-1 win at O'Callaghan Park. 

Buoyed by the midweek signing of 
Brisbane Strikers’ player-coach Stu 
McLaren, North Star got off to a flying 
start with a fifth minute goal from Eli 
Gilfedder. 

‘The young midfielder hit a missile from 
30 metres, which swerved into the top left 
hand comer after deceiving the Taringa 
keeper. 


North Star’s new signing Stuart 
McLaren 
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North Star grabbed a two goal lead by ” 
half time when Brad Stevens tucked one 
‘home one minute before the interval. 

‘Taringa hit back in the second half but 
had to rely on a penalty from Reza Aysen 
who reduced the home side’s lead follow- 
ing a handball from defender Ross 
Cunneen with ten minutes remaining. 

“Tt was all hands on deck and we put 
ourselves under a lot of pressure with the 
penalty,” said North Star coach Ken swan. 

“[ was happy with the result but not the 
last ten minutes when we failed to keep 

ion.” 

Swan, who has a team of inexperienced 
teenagers, was delighted to sign McLaren 
for the remainder of the season. 

“He played for us in midfield and did a 
great job leading the youngsters around 
the park,” Swan said. 

“We're improving each week and Stu’s 
signing has come at a good time with the 
local derby next week against Pine 
Rivers.” 

Taringa coach Ken Waller watched 
North Star the previous round and was 
confident of winning. 

“I expected to win after seeing them 
play last week but the signing of McLaren 
was the difference,” Waller said. 

“He led their players superbly with his 
directions and leadership. 

“Tt was a game of two halves but they 
deserved to be up two nil at half time and 
we were all over them the last 20 minutes 
and could have snatched a win, 

“In reality we only played 20 minutes 
and you can’t do that at this level and we 
need to do better in the future.” 

Taringa has only one point from the 
first five games and Waller believes the 
situation being at the foot of the table has 
started to hit home on his players. 

Inthe other Sunday match, Palm Beach 
had an easy 4-1 win against Souths to 
move to fourth place on the table. 


Premier League 


Div 2 


North Star 2 (Gilfedder, Stevens) v Taringa Rovers 1 (Aysen) 

Half-time 2-0 

Palm Beach 4 (Wright 2, Fung 2) v Brisbane Wolves 1 (Van 
Moolenbroek) 

Half-time 2-0 

Mitchelton 4 (Poggi 2, Iwai, Kuyper) v Brisbane City 1 (San 
Martin) 

Half-time 1-1 

Pine Rivers 2 (Smits, Tatchell) v Rochedale Rovers 1 (Carter) 

Half-time 0-0 

Queensland Lions 6 (Slaughter 2, Di Losa 2, Tollenaere, Hughes) v 
Souths United 0 

Half-time 1-0 

Toowoomba Raiders 1 (M Hilli) v Eastern Suburbs 1 (Fleiter) 

Half-time 0-0 
w 
Queensland Lions 
Mitchelton 
Eastem Suburbs 
Palm Beach 
Brisbane City 
Souths United 
Pine Rivers 
Rochedale Rovers 
Toowoomba 
North Star 
Brisbane Wolves 
Taringa Rovers 
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Ra 
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Premier Reserves 

North Star 2 ‘Taringa Rovers 1, Palm Beach 2 Brisbane Wolves 1, 
Mitchelton 2 Brisbane City 2, Pine Rivers 1 Rochedale Rovers 9, 
Queensland Lions 3 Souths United 0, Toowoomba Raiders 1 Easter 
Suburbs 5 


Premier Youth 

North Star 1 Taringa Rovers 2, Palm Beach 8 Brisbane Wolves 0, 
Mitchelton 2 Brisbane City 1, Pine Rivers 0 Rochedale Rovers 2, 
Queensland Lions 5 Souths United 1, Toowoomba Raiders 3 Eastern 
Suburbs 0 


Divi 

Capalaba 0 Beenleigh 4, Southside Eagles 1 Redlands 1, Mt Gravatt 
1 University of Qld 4, Brisbane Olympic 1 Peninsula Power 0, Albany 
Creek 0 Ipswich Knights 3, Rocklea 1 The Gap 1 


For 
Brisbane Olympic 10 
Ipswich Knights 
Peninsula Power 
Uni of Qld 
Redlands United 
Southside Eagles 
Beenleigh 
The Gap 
Mt Gravatt 3 
Capalaba mn 
Recklea United AT 
Albany Creek 16 
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Div 1 Reserves 

Capalaba 0 Beenleigh 3, Southside Eagles 1 Redlands 1, Mt Gravatt 1 
University of Qld 2, Brisbane Olympic 0 Peninsula Power 0, Albany 
Creek 2 Ipswich Knights 1, Rocklea 0 The Gap 2 

Div 1 Youth 

Capalaba 3 Beenleigh 3, Southside Eagles 0 Redlands 6, Mt Gravatt 0 
University, of Qld 1, Brisbane Olympic 0 Peninsula Power 3, Albany 
Creek 4 Ipswich Knights 1, Rocklea 1 The Gap 2 


Samford 1 Moggill 0, Grange Thistle 1 Slacks Creek 1, Annerley 1 
Oxley United 1, Brisbane Force 3 North Pine 0, Bethania 0 Goodna 4, 
Ipswich City 3 Newmarket 1 

Div 2 Reserves 

Samford 2 Moggill 1, Grange Thistle 3 Slacks Creek 1, Annerley 1 
Oxley United 0, Brisbane Force 3 North Pine 0, Bethania 2 Goodna 3, 
Ipswich City 0 Newmarket 0 

Metro 1 

Souths United 1 Taringa 2, Acacia Ridge 4 Bayside 2, Brisbane Wolves 
4 Clairvaux 3, Pineapple Rovers 1 Darra Lions 4, Mitchelton 3 Wilston 
Athletic 6, University of Queensland 1 Park Ridge 2 

Metro 2 

Mooroondu 1 The Gap 1, Redcliffe PCYC 0 Pine Rivers 5, Ridge Hills 
1 Brighton 1, Logan City Kings 3 Brisbane Toro 4, Pine Hills 4 
Newmarket 4 

Metro 3 

Souths United 0 Newmarket 4, Acacia Ridge 4 Bayside 1, Pine Hills 1 
Clairvaux 4, Pineapple Rovers 1 Darra Lions 1, North Pine 2 Grange 
Thisile 1, University of Queensland 0 Eastern Suburbs 4 

Metro 4 

Beenleigh 2 Brisbane Force 8, Acacia Ridge 4 Slacks Creek 0, The Gap 
1 Brisbane City 2, Newmarket 0 Regents Park 2, Southside Eagles 0 
Old Bridge 6, Mt Gravatt 0 Taringa Rovers 1 

Metro 5 

Redlands 0 North Star 4, Ridge Hills 1 Eastern Suburbs 0, Newmarket 
3 Brighton 0, Annerley 1 Slacks Creek 2, Brisbane Olympic 5 Albany 
Creek 0, Ipswich City 2 Clairvaux 0 

Metro 6 

Moorondu 1 Camira 4, Regents Park 0 Albany Creek 4, Goodna 3 
Brisbane Wolves 2, Park Ridge 3 Mt Gravatt 2 
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REAL MADRID FLAWED 


Dear Sir, 

The recent form of Real Madrid has proven that 
their recruitment policy is essentially flawed. Each 
year they spend exorbitant amounts of money to bring 
in one key player, a ‘galactico’, while they expect to 
unearth the latest talent from the youth ranks, hence 
“Zidanes and Pavons’ . 

‘There is simply no middle ground in this team, you 
are either a superstar or a nothing player. 
Unfortunately for Real, the ‘nothing players’ are all 
defenders, and this weakness has been exposed of 
late, while the President’s desire to have the best team 
out on the park at all times has resulted in bum-out of 
the top players. 

Madrid should look to the likes of Arsenal and AC 
Milan, who have not lost their composure or focus in 
the two major competitions- their respective league 
championship and the Champions League. Both 
teams contain a sprinkling of young home grown 
talent, superstars, and players who can get the job 
done, such as Gattuso, Pirlo and Ljungberg. 

Real Madrid would do well to find players based in 
Spain who are hard-working, in order to give the team 
some much needed depth. 

Fernando Soria. 


WHY HELP THE KIWIS? 


Dear Sir, 

While I do support a revolutionary change in local 
soccer, I can't believe that New Zealand will be given 
a spot ahead of Canberra, Hobart, Townsville or 
aims. Future expansion centres should be Central 
Coast, Darwin, Geelong and Gold Coast. 

Frank, you got it wrong back in 1977 when you 
built something destined to fail and now you want to 
help out the Kiwis. 

This idea of Asian clubs joining the league in future 
is a pipe dream and does not have any market appeal 
to Australians, sponsors maybe, but not spectators. 
Which Asian country is going to sacrifice it’s own 
league to join our league. That would be an arrogant 
assumption to make on our part. 

Asia does not need us, we need Asia, That linkage 
should be achieved buy our champion club participat- 
ing in an annual Asian Champions League, not some 
‘Pacific Super League’ which Frank Lowy and John 
O'Neil are probably dreaming about. 

From the email 
Gary Ceralli 


WELL DONE ASA! 


Dear Sir, 

Tam pleased that ASA finally came out in the open 
with their plans for the Australian Premier League. It 
has been a long time coming, and some would say that 
this announcement should have been made earlier, so 
the players coming off contract with their teams could 
better plan their future. 

But, now we know, better late than never, I say. 
John O'Neill has only been in the job for a few weeks 
and we have a decent blueprint for the future of the 
code in this country. Well done to him! 

I like the fact that these guys are not rushing this 
new competition, and this warm up competition early 
next year will be useful in bringing back the fans after 
a long time of no national league soccer. 

Thope that the undoubted talent that we have in this 
country at the moment have the faith to stick around 
or retum in time for the dawning of a new age! 

Bernie Sans. 
South-East Melbourne, VIC. 


POWER ALL THE WAY 


Dear Sir, 

Congratulations must go to this Parramatta Power 
team! 

‘They are truly the most exciting teams that soccer 
has been blessed with. 

The way they dismantled Perth over two legs dis- 
plays their championship credentials, as well as their 
much famed ability to rip opponents to shreds with the 
speed, passing and brutal finishing. 


‘Their spirit and enthusiasm is what is required in 
this fantastic sport, and all the players and staff are to 
be commended for their efforts. 

My only regret is that the team may be disbanded 
before the next competition starts, and that is a great 
pity as they play with unity. 

‘This is a team with many more championships to 
come, should they stay together in a new Sydney 
team. 

Anne Gwyer. 
Granville, NSW. 


TURKISH DELIGHT 


Dear Sir, 

Iam tremendously excited about the two match 
Socceroo series with Turkey coming up in May. 

This will bea terrific test for our boys as they begin 
the World Cup campaign, and it will be great to have 
the soccer public back to support the senior national 


team. 

With the APL set to start next year, our attentions 
will tum to the various national teams, and this is a 
positive step to ensure that soccer supporter’s don’t 
move away from the game in favour of one of the 
other football codes. 

Turkey are a fantastic team, with technically gifted 
players such as Emre and Hakan Sukur, and it is good 
to see the ASA arranging matches with teams from 
different continents and with different playing styles 
and abilities. 

This is the best thing, and should we qualify for the 
next World Cup, these experiences will be invaluable 
for coach Farina and the players. 

Lidia Cork. 
Griffith, NSW. 


THANK GOD ITS IN 
SYDNEY 


Dear Sir, 

After reading and witnessing reports in the media 
about the possible shift of a grand final from Sydney 
to Perth, I was absolutely outraged and appalled. 

Just as the NSL needed a positive conclusion to its 
27 year history, we have Parramatta’s Denis 
Fitzgerald, a man with no background in soccer, push- 
ing for a move to the opposite end of the country for 
the sake of the gate takings, This is another example 
of the shifty business dealings that needs to be weed- 
ed out of the game. 

I’m thoroughly glad that Denis Fitzgerald will not 
be involved in the new competition, as he is simply 
not what this sport needs, He should be left to deal 
with the horrors of rugby league at the moment. 

Staging the grand final at Parramatta Stadium is the 
correct decision. The players and the coach have 
eamed it, and it will serve as a fitting venue to close 
the curtain on the NSL. 

‘Thankfully they came to their senses and all was 
resolved. 

Gerry McAdam. 
Leichhardt, NSW. 


VANDALS MUST BE 
STOPPED 


Dear Sir, 

Recent events have reminded us that football is, 
after all, just a game, 

T'm writing of course about the terrible events in 
Madrid recently, and the incident in Rome in which a 
supposed young person was killed before the derby at 
the Stadio Olimpico: 

‘That did not happen but violent clashes were seen. 

Tod like to question why the Lazio-Roma fixture 
went ahead in the first place, only to be stopped min- 
utes after half-time. 

‘Wouldn’t the better thing be to postpone the fixture 
for a midweek? 

T realise that it is a big match in the Serie A calen- 
dar, but the behaviour of the fans indicated that they 
‘were upset with what happened outside the stadium, 
and the playing of the game became untenable. 

Aaron Triani. 
Adelaide, SA. 
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WHERE WILL THEY GO? 


Dear Sir, 
Forget the players, I’m more interested in the 
coaching merry-go-round. 
Look at the number of high profile coaches who are 
on tentethooks in their current positions, and just 
imagine how many delicious rumours one can create 
involving the coaches, clubs and national teams. 
It is the coach, more than anyone or anything else, 
that determines the style in which teams play. 
Could you imagine what impact Giovanni 
‘Trapattoni or Dino Zoff would have on a Manchester 
United or Arsenal? 

Here are some of the names of coaches who may 
depart their current teams and take charge of another. 
Sven Goran Eriksson; Marcello Lippi; Claudio 
Ranieri; Fabio Capello; Steve McClaren, Alex 
Ferguson; Jose Mourinho; Ottmar Hitefeld; Didier 
Deschamps, just to name a few. 

With fewer player transfers taking place nowadays, 
it seems that it is the managers turn to play games. 

‘Tim Governs. 
Armidale, NSW. 


AUSSIES DOING US 
PROUD 


Dear Sir, 
‘What a tremendous season it has been for Aussies 
abroad. 
Mark Schwarzer has won silverware, Marco 
Bresciano is playing brilliantly for Parma and scoring 
goals in Serie A, while young Tim Cahill is on the 
verge of an FA Cup Final appearance. 


On the other hand, Harry Kewell and Mark Viduka 
have had disappointing campaigns. What does this 
show? 

‘The Socceroos are more than two players, and fans 
should consider the efforts of some of the lesser 
regarded players working hard for their respective 
teams. 

Carla Brodley. 
Engadine, NSW. 


EURO CLASHES 


Dear Sir, 

‘The two European cups this year have been very 
interesting. 

In the Champions League, we have had a slight 
changing of the guard, with the French sides looking 
comfortable playing against the creme of Europe, and 


some of the traditional teams such as Juventus and 


LE COQ SPORTIF 
BOOTS GIVE-A-WAY 


BSW in association with French soccer brand Le 
Coq Sportif are giving you the chance to win soe- 
cer boots that will revolutionize the sport as we 

know it today. 


Having started the 

company back in 

1920, Le Coq Sportif 

has“ been a major 

brand in Europe and 

has kitted the likes of 

France, Senegal and 

Greece to name a few 

along side a string of 

other European clubs, 

Currently ‘kick-start 

ing its promotions in Australia, the brand famous for its 

Rooster label bas given ABSW 
‘two “Triatom’ soccer boots. 

With its orientable and 
adjustable steds, the TRI- 
ATOM TRI MOTION soccer 
shoe is probably the best soc- 
cer shoe in the world and the 
first shoe, which adapts fo the soccer players field posi- 
tion and the pitch, 

Question: Name one club (National or Domestic) that 
is sponsored by Le Coq Sportif and send your answers to 
our email address on absw@foreignlanguage.com.au 

‘The competition has been extended to one more week, 
so get your answers in as quickly as you can for your 
chance to win these fantastic boots worn by profession- 
als only, 


bs 


lecogq sportif 


Manchester United losing out due to their tactical 
unawareness. 

Tam sincerely hoping that a team such as Lyon, 
Porto and Deportivo La Corma can win the tourna- 
ment and prove that good football can overcome the 
powers that dominate Europe. 

On the other hand, the UEFA Cup, which has tradi- 
tionally seen some of the lesser lights succeed, is full 
of big clubs such as Barcelona, Valencia, Inter and 
Roma. 

While knock-out football is still geared towards the 
upset, it is great to see European teams coming togeth- 
er in terms of standards. It can only benefit UEFA. 

Kirk Neilson. 
Perth, WA. 


HAVE SOMETHING 
TO SAY? 


VOICE YOUR OPINION TO 
ABSW 


Either via Email or by Mail. 
1-9 Glebe Point Road, Glebe 2037 or email 
absw@foreignianguage.com.au 


This week's open forum — After the 8-team 
competition was put in place, was that the 


ABSW (&) 


VicTORIAN PREMIER League 2003-04 


GULLY 
MISSES 
GOLDEN 
CHANCE 


SL Rey Bay 


jor the second week in a row 

Essendon Royals dented the 

hopes of one of the top teams 
by holding the star-studded defending 
champion Green Gully Cavaliers to a 
one-all draw in Round Seven of the La 
Tonica Victorian Premier League on 
Sunday night. 

When Henry Velkoyski scored for the 
Cavaliers after 28 minutes it seemed that 
the Greens would go on to record the vic- 
tory which would have taken them to the 
top of the league, but the Royals showed 
their mettle once again. Just on the hour 
mark, former South Melbourne and 
Melbourne Knights star striker Michael 
Curcija equalised with a fine goal and the 
Royals held on for the draw. 

The result means that the Bullen 
Zebras and Altona Magic share league 
leadership on 16 points, while Gully is one 


1.Bulleen Zebras 
2.Altona Magic 
3.Green Gully Cavaliers 
4.St Albans Saints 
5.Preston Lions 
6.Frankston Pines 


7.Qakleigh Cannons 
8.Essendon Royals 
9.Whittlesea Stallions 
10.Fawkner Blues 
11.Knox City 
12.Bentleigh Greens 
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point behind, though its unbeaten record 
remains intact 

Bulleen Zebras pulled out of its brief 
slump with a two-nil win over Preston 
Lions, while St Albans Saints had a two- 
one victory over Oakleigh Cannons in the 
early games on Sunday. 

Tn a strange coincidence, all four 
matches played to this point in which the 
winning side scored two goals saw a sin- 
gle player grab a double in each case. So 
for the Zebras it was striker extraordinaire 
Peter Kakos who got both goals in 32 min- 
utes from the penalty spot and then in 
open play after 66 minutes. For the Saints, 
Mark Paleka was the hero with goals in 20 
and 72 minutes. 

Tn the other 3 pm kick-off, Robert 
Spence’s goal after 59 minutes gave Knox 
City its first win of the season at home to 
Bentleigh Greens, 

Frankston Pines came outon top by two 
goals to one at Epping Stadium on 
‘Saturday in the first match in the round . 

Jn what was a game of two halves, the 
visitors dominated the opening period, 
scoring twice in the first 13 minutes. 
Ricky Diaco was the scorer on both occa- 
sions, getting his first in 8 minutes and the 
second after 13, The view from Epping 
was that the Stallions had not turned u p 
during the first 45 minutes, but the Pines 
thoroughly deserved their advantage at 


that point. The second half saw a complete 
reversal as the Stallions laid siege to the 
Pines’ goal. But though manufacturing a 


Round 7 Results 


Whittlesea Stallions 1 Frankston Pines2 


Round 8 Fixtures 
Fri, 2 Apr, 8:15PM. 


Bee ai ay ao ne ay pes (Petrevski 70°) (R Diaco 8, 13’) Oakleigh Cannons vs Altona Magic 
Pee aes) mimes, Altona Magic 2 Fawkner Blues 0 Sun, 4 Apr, 3:00PM 

‘Altona Magic defeated Fawkner Blues eer a Moms Bentleigh Greens vs St Albans Saints 
Sea reate pecs th aly ae (R Spence 59") Essendon Royals vs Knox City 
key man once again with his second dou- St Se Es Saha 1 ; Fawkner Blues vs Whittlesea Stallions 
ble in successive matches. His first (MPaleka 20’, 72” ppoulos 90” i a 
cane in 38 minus and te sed tee _réston Lions OBllen Zebas $C2.__—_‘Friiston Pines vs Peston Lins 
minutes after the break. It was a high qual- (P Kakos 32’, 66” ) Mon, 5 Apr, 8:15PM 
ity, fast paced game with both sides press- Green Gully 1 Essendon Royals 1 Bullen ZebrasvsGreen Gully Cavaliers 


ing for goals. The Magic had two efforts 
disallowed, but Fawkner also came close. 


anberra Deakin haye become the first non-NSL club 

team to win the National Youth League title, after 

defeating Southern Division Champions South 
Melbourne 2-1 at the Belconnen Soccer Centre in 
Canberra. 


While not the first non-NSL team to win the title - the 
Australian Institute of Sport has won the title on three occasions 
~ Deakin are the first club team to be crowned National 
Champions. 4 

Canberra Deakin, who wrapped up the Northern Division 
championship last weekend with a 4-2 win over Newcastle 
United, claimed the title despite the absence of key players in 
leading goalscorer Robbie Cattanach and the suspended 
Matthew Menser. South Melboume, fielding a strong line-up 
including Young Socceroos Massimo Murdocca and Vince Lia, 
fell behind early in the game after a goal from Andrew Barisic. 

Barisic hitting a quality low strike from the edge of the 
penalty area just inside the far post on the 16-minute mark. 

South Melbourne however provided stiff opposition coming 
back strongly in the second half and equalising in the 67th 
minute through Steven O’Dor who scored with a neat flicked- 
on header. 


DEAKIN CROWNED 
CHAMPIONS 


(H Velkovski 28°) (M Curcija 60°) 


With the game looking fairly even, Deakin’s other prolific 
striker Nathan Caldwell scored what proved to be the winner 
when he was able to convert from close range in the 75th 
minute, 

Deakin was able to hang onto their lead and give the crowd 
of about 1,000 plenty to cheer when the referce’s whistle sound- 
ed. 


‘The NYL Grand Final win completes a remarkable trifecta 
for the Canberra side that had already claimed the NYL 
Northern Division Championship and Premiership. 


2003/04 National Youth League 
Northern Division Grand Final 


Saturday 27 March 2004 


Canberra Deakin 2 
(Andrew Barisic 16’, Nathan Caldwell 75’) 


South Melbourne 1 
(Steven O’Dor 67%) 


DISGRACEFUL! 
Editorial By Brendon Davis 


that a bad week its been for 
the new look APL. John 
O'Neill is officially chief exec- 


utive but in a few short weeks he’s taken 
control — absolutely. Even Frank Lowy 
is no match for the Sydney hot shot. 

O'Neill single handedly managed to 
over turn the cornerstone of the Crawford 
Report - the Independent Board of 
Management of the new ASA. 

O'Neill forced Lowy to reverse his 
commitment to implementing this funda- 
mental reform - and allow O'Neill to 
become chief executive of the ASA as 
well, 

So with Crawford dead and gone, the 
all-powerful one finally left his Sydney 
citadel, making his maiden trip to 
Melbourne as ASA boss. Not for the NSL 
finals, of course not, but for a media con- 
ference at a venue that is “secret” accord- 
ing the media release. And he tries to 
further marginalise the South Melbourne 
ASA application sharing his views about 
Telstra Dome being the home ground for 
the one Victorian team; knowing South 
have a long term commitment to Bob Jane 
Stadium, 

O’Neill’s conduct fuels the conspiracy 
theorists who maintain the out of touch 


Sydney administration is determined to rid 
the competition of South Melbourne. 
After all the Adelaide fiasco is still ever so 
topical. 

So what happened on the night 
Hindmarsh and South Australia went on 
show? 

A full house aided by 1,100 travellers 
from Melbourne and widespread media 
coverage were on offer, just what we hear 
the new ASA will be like every week, 

But it wasn’t to be. 

Arriving at Hindmarsh Stadium the 
South fans suffered the indignity of the 
strong armed Adelaide United security 
forces seizing their modest banners. These 
banners said “Clarendon Comer” (South 
fans group) and “No South, No APL”. 
With the zeal of a Starlinist Secret Service 
the Adelaide security forces impounded 
these small banners; offcourse the 
Adelaide fans were welcome to express 
themselves as they wished. 

Once the game started we had a pletho- 
ra of Adelaide’s dangerous tackles pass 
without a caution, Vaughan Coveny, Con 
Boutsianis and Michael Curcija’s ankles 
and shins:absorbed no end of béot and 
studs. Referee Simon Micallef was not 
awarding Adelaide a yellow card come 
what may. Somehow Matthew Kemp 
managed to avoid a red or any number of 
yellow cards, 

‘Then we hit rock bottom; on the half 


time whistle Micallef red carded Sam 
Poutakidis. Of-course Micallef didn’t see 
the incident, which replays showed was a 
legitimate tackle, 

But he chose to end Souths 
Championship aspirations at a time South 
were 0-1 in front and playing their hosts 
off the park, 

To ensure Souths demise he awarded a 
dubious Golden Goal penalty, and, treat- 
ing the South players with absolute con- 
tempt, he even whacked a couple of 
yellows on them as well. 

Micallef together with his compatriot 
Mark Shield’s must be delighted the NSL. 
still appoints referees based on reputation 
ahead of performance. Poutakidis send off 
equalled the shameful call by Shield’s (on 
Steve Laurie) in Brisbane 8 weeks earlier. 

Jf this wasn’t a conspiracy to remove 
South or reward Adelaide, if it was a mis- 
take by Micallef, its simply unacceptable 
‘because this is an elimination final. 

South have now missed a share of a 
lucrative gate in Perth and a chance to play 
off for their fifth championship as a result 
of this red card incident, which Micallef 
didn’t even see. 

‘There is a really good pool of referees 
in the NSL, its time for the authorities to 
ignore reputations by replacing Shields 
and Micallef with more able referees, 
albeit men without the reputation or egos 
to boot. 
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Sadly the week of shame didn’t end 
there, 

A minority group of Adelaide fans 
decided to attack a section of the travelling 
fans. The strong-armed security forces, 
the ones in possession of the young South 
fans banners contributed by merely look- 
‘ing on. 

Then was the worst part. As the one 
South fans bus (Clarendon Corners) was 
Teaving the carpark, a group of Adelaide 
fans threw rocks at the departing bus in 
scenes more suited to Palestinian terror- 
ists. 

‘The Melbourne Knights were frequent- 
ly fined and punished for lesser offences 
but you can be confident Adelaide United 
will go unpunished. Double standards? 

Absolutely! 
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South fans vent their anger In the new league next season 


John O'Neill did very well with the 
tugby. His management credentials are 
first rate but then again, Alan Jackson did 
brilliantly at BTR Nylex. Jackson tumed 
Nylex from a state of near bankruptcy toa 
thriving corporation then turned around 
the British parent. 

His impeccable credentials lead to his 
next venture, Austrim which destroyed 
most of the shareholder value and would 
likely have destroyed the company before 
he was replaced, 

Australian commercial history is lit- 
tered with egotistical CEO’s incapable of 
repeating initial successes. 

Hopefully John O’ Neill will avoid join- 
ing the club, which boasts an alumni 
including John Elliott, Bruce Judge, Alan 
Jackson, Ray Williams and friends. 
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Green and Gold Army Series 


& Gold Arny 


SOCCERNOOS 


‘While at The Church we mil be give an apport to prection 


‘TUBE- Tun ft toa esos nha Bh Co 
& Hammersmith and City) for u) 


Late gierncon smarts 
Directions to pub: 
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Clarendon Corner say goodbye to an old friend 


Sy Mark van Aken 


isbelief. Gut wrenching 
D=. and then — nothing- 

ness. Sport oft sees us exhibit 
such emotions, but rarely has it been 
more so than during members of the 
Clarendoi Corner’s road trip to 
Adelaide last week. 

Clarendon Comer or the CC as they 
‘more commonly refer to themselves, 
‘are a predominantly young crew, a 
pseudo supporters group that has 
brought colour and life to the terraces 
of South Melbourne rarely seen or 
heard since the Middle Park days. 

A finals loss always hurts, however 
the circumstances surrounding this one 
mean that it will live with South fans 
forever. The much talked about refer- 
cecing which was at times questionable, 
‘was only a contributing factor. 

‘As the 15 players trudged off a 
Hindmarsh Stadium, whose capacity 
crowd was still dancing with joy, club 
stalwart Paul Trimboli no doubt stole 
one last look back. He didn’t manage 
to get off the subs bench for the game 
and it was surely his last game in the 
top flight. In that plight he is not alone, 
his fate looking overwhelmingly the 
same as the club he has served for so 
long. 

John O'Neill's news of a one town- 
‘one team league sliced through South 
Melbourne’s APL hopes like the 
sharpest of razors, leaving the club and 
her fans haemorrhaging. “With this 
firmly in-mind the crew boarded their 
bus on a typically crisp pre-dawn 
‘Albert Park moming on Saturday, the 
mood a strange mixture of anticipa- 
tion, excitement and impending sor- 
row. 

‘After catching up on sleep the crew 
grew in voice-as the long journey pro- 


gressed, The Bus’s TV showed images 
‘of what some consider the NSL’s glory 
days, sold out games at the Olympic 
Village for Heidelberg-South games, a 
packed Olympic Park for big finals 
against Olympic and of course classic 
Grand Finals against cross-town neme- 
sis Melbourne Croatia. These were dif- 
ferent days; days before Australia had 
fully morphed into its current self, 
days when God Save the Queen 
echoed throughout arenas before the 
match. 

A lunch stop injected some much 
needed grub in most bellies, the crack~ 
ing open of stubbies affording a. pre- 
dominantly Greek clubs fans some old 
fashioned Dutch courage. Rest stop 
entertainment was a kick of an Aussie 
Rules football; the irony of this was 
not lost on anyone. “What hope has the 
game got when we're kicking a footy 
‘ona soccer trip?” mused one CC mem- 
ber. 

Once back on board ‘Ultra’ was 
screened; an Italian film on football 
hooliganism. It was noted on the return 
journey that this was perhaps not the 
wisest pre-game tonic. 

Arriving several hours before kick 
off the Clarendon Corner settled in to 
their own little comer (where else), 
and it wasn’t long before they had 
caught the eye of Hindmarsh security. 
Prologue: South Melbourne visited 
Adelaide several months back and 
post-match there was a series of alter- 
cations that were reportedly caused by 
over- zealous home fans taunting the 
vanquished ‘Hellas’ fans. Though 
adernaline was running the whole 
altercations were aptly described later 
by a local Police officer as “hand bags 
at 10 yards”, 

With the potential for this to be 
South's last ever game, at least in the 


top flight, local security were not tak- 
ing any chances. They searched bags, 
often without permission, shredded 
newspaper and streamers were confis- 
cated as they were deemed “dangerous 
items’. Blood boiled when several ban- 
ners proclaiming boldly “No South: No 
APL’ were stripped from the group. 
Captain Socceroo himself Johnny 
Warren was near by preparing for a lap 
of the ground as part of the pre-match 
entertainment, his spin on the whole 
saga was that it was a "free country”. 

‘As the magnificent Hindmarsh 
Stadium started to fill, South fans start- 


ed growing more anxious by the 
minute, Flares began to explode, the 
stadium's air suddenly choked with 
waves of orange smoke. Like clock 
work security amassed. Its hard to 
imagine Chopper reed being surround- 
ed by more heavy set law enforcers 
during his trials than the guys and girls 
of the CC for the duration of the 
evening. 

As ABBA tunes filled the air and 
men on stilts walked the pitch perime- 
ter, several fans questioned whether 
they were at the football or a circus. 
‘The Clarendon Comer were swelled 


STH MELB: The goal that broke South Melbourne fans’ - 
hearts thanks to a spot-kick converted by Adelaide's 
Richard Alagich. 

Insert: Despair shown on the faces of South players Scott 
Tunbridge (left) & Mehmet Durakovic (right). 
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by Adelaide based supporters of Greek 
background. Then as if almost an aside 
to the pre-game shenanigans, the 22 
players entered the field and the hearts 
and minds of more than 16,000 fans 
tured to the 90 minutes of football 
ahead. 

The match flowed well, South 
Melbourne slightly shading Adelaide 
for much of the first half. Locals were 
stumned by Michael Curcija’s early 
goal sending the Lakeside club ahead, 
killing much of the atmosphere for 
most of the half everywhere but the 
newly adopted ‘Clarendon Corner’ 
‘The CC thought themselves hard done 
by on numerous occasions, accusing 
referee Simon Micalleff of leniency on 
“United’ tackles that appeared crude to 
say the least. 

Given this, tempers were stretched 
when Sam Poutakidis, one of South 
Melbourne’s best to that point, was 
marched for an incident that Micalleff 
didn’t even see. Clarendon folk were 
strapped to their phones calling 
Melboume radio station SEN to find 
out why, the commentators couldn't 
tell them, 

From here the match changed, and 
by extension so did the mood on the 
terraces. The sea of fans dressed in the 
Red of Adelaide United began to again 
find voice. Despite not nearly dominat- 
ing the proceedings, the longer the sec- 
ond half grew, the more menacing was 
the sense of inevitability amongst the 
Victorians that Adelaide would 
equalise. In the 70th minute they did. 

Tn the dying minutes the South 
Melboume chants diminished, 
replaced overwhelmingly by cries for 
the locals from surrounding bays. One 
last burst of song came out over the top 
of verbal two'ing and throwing 
between the CC fans and local 


*Grecks’ who failed to grasp that the 
fans in blue and white had travelled for 
their love of the South Melbourne SC 
not the Mediterranean nation. This 
illustrated by the fact that at least half 
who made the long journey had no eth- 
nic allegiance to ‘Hellas’. 

1-1 at full time necessitated a peri- 
od of golden goal extra time, For South 
the stress of being a man down and 
away from home finally began to 
show. After 10 minutes Adelaide 
eamed a penalty that was technically 
correct - it. was subsequently slotted 
and the 45 year old, 4 time national 
champions career in the top echelon of 
Australian football was over, 

CC folk dropped. The disbelief was 
evident on the faces; a night that few 
‘wanted to end had done just that. South 
players stripped down throwing their 
shirts to the crowd as Ante Kovacevic 
argued with the officials all the way 
into the dressing sheds. 

Outside more shouting matches 
eventuated, Adelaide fans pointing out 
the reality of the situation, South fans 
questioning where they have been for 
the 27 years of the NSL. The word 
bandwagon was bandied about more 
than once. 

More flares lit the night sky and as 
rocks were propelled at travelling fans 
bus, shattering one of the rear win- 
dows, the Clarendon Corner vowed to 
fight on for their team. 

‘The team that represents so much 
more than Melbourne’s Greek commu- 
nity. A club that is deeply entrenched 
in the sporting psyche of its city and a 
team that, if it can overcome its loom- 
ing debt crisis, will no doubt play a key 
role in the future of Victorian, and by 
extension Australian football for 
decades to come. One era is over and a 
new one is set to begin. 


THE WINNER IS 


SYDNEY... 


arramatta Power will cial benefits in taking the 

host the National game to Perth if Subiaco Oval 

Soccer League Grand was full for the grand final we 

Final at Parramatta have decided that the soccer 

Stadiam on Sunday 4 April, people of Sydney deserve the 

it was resolved last week. chance to witness this Power 
The decision was made by _ side play in 
the Parramatta Power a home 

Executive Committee after a grand final at 

meeting and further consulta- Parramatta 


season and has been with the 
club since- its inception and 
holds the club record for NSL 
appearances at 119, applauded 
the decision and pleaded with 
Sydney's soccer fans to unite 
for the 
grand 
final. 
T am 


eared that right with some 
great soccer this year and now 
we can get out there and do it, 

“T call for all soccer lovers 
to come out and show the rest 
of the country that they care 
about this game. There are a 
lot of great things happening 
in soccer in this country and 
this is a great chance for the 


Vieri 


junior 


delighted 


by Australia 


tion with the board. Stadium, which wrapped with — people of Sydney to show that 

The decision represents a is an ideal the deci- they love the sport. 
change of heart by the veaue.” sion,”"he “Every time we play we put 
Parramatta Power ownersafter T bh ¢ said. on a show, especially at Max Vieri 
they initially decided to take move was “All we Parramatta Stadium, and we 
the match to Perth to take also wel- (Power want to do that in front of a ‘ax Vieri, younger Vieri, who plays in Italy ‘The 25-year-old forward 
advantage of an anticipated comed by Parramania players) have wanted packed stadium in the biggest brother of Italy for Serie B club Napoli, is scored the winner in 
sell out crowd at Subiaco Power General Manager ‘was the opportunity to win game of the Australian soccer striker Christian, set to make his debut for _ Napoli’s 2-1 win over Torino 
Oval. Angela Travis: “We are — the Championship in front of season.” says he is delighted with Aystralia in a friendly _ on Sunday. 


Parramatta Power Soccer extremely delighted that the 
Club was inundated with earlier decision to take the 
requests by members of the grand final to Perth has been 
public, fans, sponsors and a reversed. We can now play the 
heartfelt plea by the Power — grand final in front of our fans, 
players and’ coaching staff to family, friends and the entire 
reverse the decision and has Sydney soccer public. 
done so in the best interests of “Even though the boys are 
the Sydney soccer fraternity. representing Parramatta 

“The Parramatta Power Power there is a feeling of 
Executive Cofnmittee has winning the game for Sydney 
decided to reverse the earlier as it has been so long since a 
decision to move the grand Sydney team has won the NSL, 
final to Perth,” said Parramatta grand final on home soil. 
Power Chief Executive Denis “We are about to enter a 
Fitzgerald. “The Parramatta _ brave new world of soccer and 
Power Soccer Club has we are happy that we now 
received many calls and letters have the opportunity to finish 
from soccer fans from all over the NSL with a Sydney victo- 
Sydney as well as sponsors ry at Parramatta Stadium.” 
and of course the players and ‘Parramatta Power midfield- 


our fans, family and friends at 
Parramatta Stadium. We have 


‘atch = out 
Australia 


his first call-up to the 
Australian national side. 


against South Africa in 
London on March 30. 


“To say that I am happy 
would be an understate- 
ment,” Vieri told Napoli’s 
website. “It is a long time 
since I was on the scoresheet 
and so 1 couldn’t feel better 
and next week there-is the 
game with Australia. 

“The call-up has certainly 
filled me with enthusiasm,” 
added Sydney-bom Vieri, 
whose older brother plays 
for Inter Milan. 

Max Vieri holds dual 
Ttalian-Australian citizen- 
ship and has never represent- 
ed Italy at any level, so he is 
free to play for 
the Socceroos and could 
even face his brother if both 
countries qualify for the 


coaching staff. er Ahmad Elrich, who tepre~ 2006 World Cup finals. 
“While there may be finan- sented the Socceroos this He began his career at 
Juyentus but never appeared 


SBS to show 
2004 Olympic 
~ Foothall 


a agreement track and field, swimming, 

between the rowing, cycling and gym- 

even Network nastics — as well as the 

and SBS will bring the opening and closing cere- 

Olympic football tourna- monies and many of the 

ment into Australian sports and events featuring 
homes in August. Australians. 

Seven, Australia’s offi- Itis also likely that SBS 
cial broadcaster of both will offer fans of volley- 
the Summer and Winter ball, handball and 
Games, has agreed to the like the 
a deal allowing opportutity to 


‘ove over Adidas because 
Nike has come through. 
‘The Australian Soccer 
Association (ASA) announced 
that it has formed a significant 


“As we begin to re-vitalise our 
organisation to lead the whole of 
soccer in Australia and help the 
Socceroos qualify for the FIFA 
World Cup in Germany 2006, it is 


TO KIT ROOS 


achieve our goals,” said Mr O'Neill. 

Nike Pacific Managing Director 
Tony Balfour said: “This is an era of 
change which Nike is excited to be a 
part of. We have been keen to have 


nificant role in giving coach Frank 
Farina and the Socceroos the best 
‘opportunity to qualify for the World 
Cup in 2006 by providing the team 
with a new line of footwear and 


for the first team and after 
spells in the lower divisions 
he had two seasons with 
Serie B Ancona before play- 
ing for Verona in Italy’s sec- 
ond tier last term, 

His father Roberto played 
for Juventus, AS Roma and 
Bologna in the 1960s and 
1970s before moving to 
Australia, where he played 
and coached club side 
‘Marconi during the 1980s. 


SBS to supple- watch — those new partnership with Nike which appropriate that we establish strate- an association with soccer in apparel to give players an on-field 
ment the net- i ‘sports. will have a positive impact on the gic partnerships with leading global _ Australia due to our global commit- advantage.” 

work’s | In 2000, fature of soccer in Australia. companies, espe- ment to the game Development of the Socceroos 
coverage of the Seven’s free-to- As the new official supplier of cially when they and the enormous playing strip is well underway and is 
Athens Games air coverage of apparel, footwear and ball to ASA, are so closely popularity of the due to be launched mid-year. The 
by telecasting the Sydney Games Nike will provide all the national associated with wo sport at a grass- first on-field Nike presence will be 
events which was supplemented by soccer teams with the most innova- our sport around roots level. 30 March 2004 when the Socceroos 
Seven are not cover- two pay-television chan- tive product on the market, the world, with “The opportunity play South Africa in London. 

ing fally. nels through the C7 ser- ASA Chief Executive John some of the most arose and the tim- Australia national soccer teams 


While the exact details vice, however this is the 
‘of those sports and the first time that two free-to- 
broadcast schedule itself air networks will have 
are yettobefinalised,SBS broadcast 
will provide extensive coverage from the same 
coverage of all Olympics. 

Olympic football matches, Both Seven and SBS 
including both the men’s — will provide more than 15 
and women’s finals, hours of coverage on each 

Meanwhile Seven will of the 16 days of competi- 
retain exclusive rights to tion, from 3.30pm AEST 
the highest-profile sports until Zam, 


O'Neill was delighted with the part- famous soccer countries and clubs. _ing is perfect for us to help the game —_ will join an illustrious group of Nike 
nership agreement reached with “ASA will continue to look at — fulfil its potential in Australia. This teams, including World Champions 
leading sportswear giant Nike, high- ways of capitalising on commercial partnership is significantly more Brazil, English Champions 
lighting the close association of — opportunities that will help us grow than a traditional sponsorship Manchester United, Premiership 
Nike with the global soccer world. soccer within Australia, both at the arrangement. Nike and Australian giants Arsenal, Spanish legends 
“ASA is proud to announce that elite level through all our national Soccer will be working with a Barcelona, Juventus, 
we have secured Nike as our official teams and via the burgeoning grass- __ shared sense of purpose and a united Inter Milan of the Italian Serie A, 
supplier of apparel, footwear and roots numbers, and with Nike now vision for the game which includes and European glamour team 
ball to all our national soccer teams, on board we can work closely the development of a grassroots pro- Holland. They also join an emerging 
both men’s and women’s,” said together to further develop initia gram. powerhouse of soccer nations 
John O'Neill. tives and programs to help us “That said Nike will play a sig- including the USA and Korea. 
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ach week ‘Australian and 

British Soccer Weekly’ 

looks at the issues of the 
week in the world game and dis- 
cuss the hot topics surrounding 
the National Soccer League, 
reviewing and previewing the 
weekend matches, state competi- 
tions, and delivers to your stands 
all the key interviews with play- 
ers and coaches. 

Headed by Editor MARK 
STAVROULAKIS and his “team 
of experts”, ABSW takes pride in 
“bringing its readers the best 
coverage on the world’s greatest 


At 22, be holds the ‘Holy 
Grail’ for all Australian soccer 
lovers with his newspaper. 

This week in ABSW I sit down 
with the man at the helm of this 
national newspaper and begin 
by asking Mark, a man so adapt 
at asking the questions, what it’s 
like to be the subject of an inter- 
view. 


DR: Firstly, What's it like 
being on the receiving end of an 
interview? 

MS: Well let me say just that 
it's rather awkward to say the 
least. I’m usually the person dish- 
ing out the questions but receiving 
them isn’t that bad actually. At 
least I can get a better idea on what 
happens when I put certain people 
on the hot seat, its buming at the 
moment that’s for sure. 


DR: How did your involvement 
in the game begin? 

MS: It began at the tender age 
of 3 when I first learnt how to kick 
@ ball. | was playing the game in 
my junior years with Sydney 
Olympic and made it up as far as 
the Youth side until another career 
called my name — my passion for 
writing about football. So I decid- 
ed to hang up the boots and don 
the pen and pad instead! 


DR: What happens if you 
don’t meet deadline? 

MS: Simple — the job that lever 
so love will be lost! 


DR: Tell us something about 
the staff you work with, 

MS: I have a peace of mind 
knowing that the entire staff at 
ABSW, whether they be from 
Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, 
Perth and Brisbane are great pro- 
fessionals to work with. 

1 do get heavily ‘bothered’ by a 
certain Melbourne journalist from 
time to time but nonetheless 
everyone I work with are true pro- 
fessionals at what they do as if it 
weren't for them, there would be 
no paper. 


DR: Do you receive phone 
calls from players/coaches and 
the like requesting interviews and 
media coverage? 

MS; Phones do seem to run hot 
when certain players and coaches 
wish to be exposed, but it’s all in 
good nature, Anything to promote 
the game in the right direction is 
great to write on. 

Thave regular coaches and play- 
ers who always have something to 
say but its great feedback so I can’t 
complain. 


DR: Where do you get the 
gosslinformation for your 
“Dressing Sheds” column which 
is a regular feature every week? 

MS: A good journalist never 
reveals his sources so I will remain 
tight-lipped on that one. 


DR: What is your most memo- 
rable soccer moment? 

MS: My most memorable one 
would have to be at the age of 14 


By. ¥ 


when my team (Sydney Olympic) 
took out the Minor Premiership, 
Grand Final = and ~— State 
Championships — the treble that 
will never be forgotten, 

‘That team sported a few notable 
stars that many soccer buffs might 
know. Anthony Doumanis, Dylan 
Macalister, Mark Byrnes and 
Andrew Durante to name a few! 


DR: Your brother Nick 
Stavroulakis is currently playing 
his trade abroad for Italian club 
Empoli, is he fulfilling his dream 
and taking part in some on-field 
action? 

MS: It is great seeing Nick do 
what he has aspired to do since he 
started kicking a ball at the age of 
2: 

Having spent so much time 
training, it’s worthwhile knowing 
its slowly paying off for him, 

I think he’s still sporting the 
bruises I used to give him in the 
backyard during our one on one 
competitions. 

T will always remember that he 
had a ball wrapped around his feet 
2417. 

Playing abroad was always his 
passion and I’m happy that he has 
had the pleasure of doing so in 
Italy, even though he has changed 
into a pure Italian! 

Finally, representing Australia 
foo was probably his biggest 
dream and his recent inclusion into 
the U20’s train on squad in France 
could again herald more openings 
for him. 

That and it gives me an excuse 
to go overseas from time to time to 
see how he’s doing. 


DR: Is the game (NSL) moving 
in the right direction? 

MS: I believe that under the 
new regime ‘of Frank Lowy and 
John O'Neill the game is certainly 
moying in the right direction. 

Our game has suffered too 
much with the bad way in which 
the game has been run by. 

Having the expertise of these 
men will surely put soccer on the 
map and slowly but surely, the 
world game will contest with the 
likes of Union and League. 

My dream is to one-day see 


One of the editor’s best ini 


was with current Blackburn star Dwight Yorke. Shown 


above a photo with the former Man Utd star at a recent Soccer Expo show In Sydney. 
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soccer topple these other sports, 
that will surely bring a huge smile 
to my face and I know this could 
be achieved under Lowy and com- 
pany. 

They are all about making the 
game profitable and more profes- 
sional and that is what the game 
needs, 

The new APL and its 8-team 


verdict but I would have liked to 
have seen twelve. I think that in 
due time, the club ratio will 
increase depending of course on 
the success of the 8-APL model. 

‘We will lose that ‘derby’ atmos- 
phere which I have grown to love 
along with others in the Australian 
game. 


The face behind ABSW - 22-Year-Old Editor Mark 
Stavroulakis 


plan will need time but I’m confi- 
dent that there is light at the end of 
a tulmotious tunnel that has 
gasped its ugly head around the 
beautiful game for quite some time 
now, 


DR: We've seen the workings 
on paper, but has the proposed 
Australian Premier League got it 
right this time? 

. MS: I believe that in any thriv- 
ing sport, to get to the top of the 
ladder, it will take time. As I stat- 
ed earlier, the APL model does 
have the hallmarks of becoming a 
new soccer revolution in this 
country, but that’s not to say that it 
won't have its flaws. 

It won't happen over night, but 
it will happen is the appropriate 
saying for this instance. 


DR: Has the new administra- 
tion got the backing of the 
people? 

MS: Its split into sections in my 
opinion. Obviously most of the 
ethnic based clubs will not be 
100% behind. the Frank Lowy 
idea, but then you will get others 
who only want what is best for the 


game. 

., Until the league kicks off next 
July/August, many supporters will 
be skeptical until the results are 
shown. 

Soccer lovers in this country are 
renowned for their passion 
towards the game and it won't be 
too long until you see their yoice 
heard upon by the media. 


DR: How many teams would 
you like to see in the competition? 
MS: Eight has been the final 


DR: How has the climate of the 
game been affected by FIFA’s 
back flip and the political maneu- 
vering in withdrawing Oceania’s 
direct qualification path for the 
2006 World Cup? 

MS: It was appalling to see that 
the code was dealt with a massive 
blow when we lost the chance to 
get direct qualification for the 
2006 World Cup in Germany. 

Many experts came out and said 
that ‘it was a good thing for the 
game’ that this happened as 
Oceania did not deserve that elu- 
sive final spot. To them I say that it 
‘was a lost opportunity. 

T have strong faith though that 
the Socceroos will do us proud and 
guide us to Germany in 2006. 

It did put the sport back though 
when FIFA over-tumed its deci- 
sion as it would have been one of 
the main selling points in market- 
ing the game at its best. 


DR: Are football and politics 
inextricably linked? 

MS: Unfortunately yes. Both, 
especially in the new. generation 
go hand in hand. Its something that 
many people try to-avoid but 
always mix in. 

It sure is an ugly mix but that’s 
what has happened not just in 
Australia but the world of football. 


DR: What is football? 

MS: Football is life — without it, 
life itself would be rather drab and 
boring. 


DR: What league do you rate 
as the world’s best? 

MS: The Serie A for its sheer 
skill and tactics that are simply the 


best in the world, Watching the 
likes of Totti, Maldini, Nesta, 
Baggio and company every 
Sunday nights on RAT 
International has been a ritual for 
me since I was a young kid. 


DR: Who will be season 2003- 
2004 NSL Champion? 

MS: Parramatta Power have 
shown that they have what it takes 
to win the championship. After 
spending quite a bit of cash on 
their squad this year, one must 
think that the reward of winning 
the title should be theirs. 


DR: What do you do in your 
“downtime”? 

MS: Many things such as going 
out with my best friends (Peter, 
Dom, Ben, Banda, Nesci, Evan, 
Ange) there you guys I mentioned 
you in the paper. Going club-hop- 
ping, listening to music and play- 
ing Pro Evolution 3 on the good 
old Playstation 2 are also favorites 
of mine. 


DR: Name a club. 

MS: Soccer club — Olympiakos 
(Greece) & Night Club —Tank Bar 
in Sydney 


DR: Describe your dance 
moves in three words. 

MS: Fast, Outrageous & Eye- 
catching! 


DR: Complete this sentence 
“L'm going to be famous for....” 

MS: Leading the only 
Australian soccer newspaper in the 
right direction. 


DR: Must have fashion item? 

MS: Has to be my dirty-denim, 
washed and ripped Diesel Jeans, 
won't disclose how much I paid 
for them though! 


DR: Favourite “Superhero”? 
MS: Spiderman due to the mys- 
tery that he posses. 


DR: Best hangover cure? 

MS: Hmm tough one that, 2 
good trick I picked up from a mate 
of mine would be to haye a glass 
of milk before you go out drink- 
ing, that in turn lines the stomach. 
T guess a good McDonalds break- 
fast doesn’t go astray! 


DR: What is your favourite late 
night snack? 

MS: Either a nice healthy 
museli bar and a banana or going 
for my usual chocolate fix with a 
Mars Bar and a Mocha! 


DR “If you were a bird, whose 
head would you poo on and why? 

MS: Shannon Noll — No 
offence to the guy but if I hear any 
of his songs on the radio 
(Especially ‘what “about me’) 
when I’m driving back home from 
work again, I think I’m going to 
die! 


DR: How would you spend 
your last $50? 

MS; T’'d put it on the soccer 
TAB for sure and hope for the best. 
A great odd would be Greece beat- 
‘ing Portugal in the up-coming 
Euro 2004 championships, the 
Blues will certainly be on great 
odds to win. 


ustralia Under-23 coach Frank Farina 
Az his Australia Under-23s 

(Olympic team) squad for the international 
match against Greece to be played at the 
Panthessaliko Stadium, Volos today - 3.30 PM Local 
Time. 

‘The squad features 13 players based in Europe and 
six players based in the National Soccer League includ- 
ing Nick Carle who made his debut for the Socceroos 
in their recent international against Venezuela. 

‘The Australia Under-23 team will be coached by 
national team assistant coach Graham Arnold for this 
match due to Frank Farina being involved with his 
senior squad against South Africa, 

The game kicks-off the national Under-23 team’s 
build-up towards this year’s toumament for the 2004 
Athens Olympic Games following the team’s qualifica- 
tion in January, 

The team won the Oceania qualifying tournament 
after defeating New Zealand 3-1 on aggregate in the 
tournament final. 

The men’s football tournament at the 2004 Athens 
Olympic Games will be held between 11 August and 28 
August 2004, with the group draw for the tournament 


OLYROOS FACING GREEK TEST 


due to be staged on 9 June 2004. 

It will be the first match for an Australia Under-23 
side against Greek Under-23 opposition, however the 
two countries have played’7 times at international level, 
with six matches at senior level (2 wins, 2 draws and 2 
losses) and one match at Under-20 level. 

Ina last minute change Michael Thwaite has pulled 
out of the squad through injury. 


‘The full 20-man squad for next week’s match is: 


Goalkeepers 
Eugene Galekovic - South Melbourne (Australia) 
Brad Jones - Middlesbrough (England) 

Defenders 

Shane Cansdell-Sherriff - AGF Aarhus (Denmark) 
Gareth Edds - Bradford City (England) 

Patrick Kisnorbo - Hearts (Scotland) 

Jonathan McKain - National Bucharest (Romania) 
Adrian Madaschi - Partick Thistle (Scotland) 
David Tarka - Nottingham Forest (England) 
Midfielders 

‘Nick Carle - Marconi Stallions (Australia) 

Spase Dilevski - Rot Weiss Essen (Germany) 


Perth Glory 5 
Adelaide United 0 


ABSW (#} 


Ryan Griffiths - Newcastle United (Australia). 

Matthew McKay - Brisbane Strikers (Australia) 

Anthony Pelikan - Melbourne Knights (Australia) 

Carl Valeri - Inter Milan (Italy) 

Luke Wilkshire - Bristol City (England) 

Forwards 

Alex Brosque - Marconi Stallions (Australia) 

Brett Holman - Excelsior (Netherlands - on Ioan 
from Feyenoord, Netherlands) 

Dylan Macallister - SK Brann (Norway) 

Scott McDonald - Motherwell (Scotland) 


‘The Greek U23 Olympic side coached by former 
Greek Intemational Stratos Apostolakis has named a 
good outfit for his side to take on our young Olyroos. 

George Ambaris, Panagiotis Layos, Pantelis 
Kapetanos (Iraklis), Kleopas Gianno, Spiros Vallas, 
Efthimis Koulouheris, Yiannis Taralidis (Olympiakos), 
Loukas Vuntra (Panathiniakos), Vagellis Tsiolis 
(Paneliniakos), Vagellis Moras (AEK Athens), Hristos 
Karopidis, Dimitris Salpiyidis (PAOK), George 
Fotakis, Anestis Ayritis (Aigaleo), Aris Yalanopoulos 
(Kalamata), Dimo Manousakis (Halkidona), Fanouris 
‘Youndoulakis, Nikos Mitrou (New Panionios), Pashalis 
‘Melissas (Xanthi). 


- ne ate 


4 UNITED F. 
yo Be 


(B Despotovski 10’, 81°, D Mori 5 


Subs Not Used: Packer, Matassa (gk). 


46°), Veart, Vidmar, Budin, Kemp (Westervelt 53") 
Subs Not Used: Thompson, Bajic (gk). 


, 697, N Mrdja 88”) 


Referee: Eddie Lennie. Crowd: 17,524.Venue: Subiaco Oval. , 
‘Teams; Perth Glory: Petkovic, Bingley, Murphy, Despotovski (Sthoj 82’), North, Bymes, Pondeljak, 
Mori (Mrdja 77’), Harwell, Caceres (Danze 73’), Coyne. 


Adelaide United: Scarsella, Alagich, Rees, Goulding, Valkanis, Aloisi (Brooks 73’), Terminello (Agius 


Adelaide United ...........00020+2+.0 
Cautions: D Mori (PG) 74’, R Aloisi (AU) 21’, C Veart (AU) 62, 


Perth Glory win the right to play against the Parramatta Power in what will 
be the National League’s last-ever Grand-Final before the start of the new 
Australian Premier League set to kick off in July/August next year. 


Date: Sunday 4th April 
Parramatta Power 
vs 


Perth Glory 
Kick-Off - 3PM 


CHANNEL 10 FOR APL 


Close sources to ABSW prior to press have stated 
that Channel 10 are very close in signing a deal that 
will beam LIVE Matches for next season’s new 
Australian Premier League. 

Due to the time of printing, ABSW were unable to 
distinguish more information on this issue however 
more will be seen in forthcoming Soccer Weekly edi- 
tions 
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(jaBsw. 
from the 


dressing sheds 


by Mark Stavroulakis 


KOSSIE TO WIN 


ABSW has predicted that Adelaide United coach 
John Kosmina will win this year’s coach of the year 
title ahead of Perth’s Mich d’Avray and Brisbane’s 
Stuart McLaren. 

In their first year in the National competition, 
Adelaide has done well in finishing in the top five of 
the league. 

Just goes to show that you don’t have to wear a suit 
to be a good coach! 


MUSIC TO SOCCER 
FANS EARS 


Its been rather interesting lately reading that almost 
everyday for the past month, rival codes AFL and 
Rugby League have been gaining bad attention 
towards their sports. 

Australian soccer fans were bewildered to see that 
nothing ‘bad’, has been written up about our sport but 
this is all good news for the rise of the sport. 

By no means am I wishing the worst for the other 
two codes, however these could be good signs for our 
sport here in Australia that soccer could we become a 
sport to be reckoned with in the next year or so — may 
the sleeping giant awake itself from its slumber! 


BYE BYE ETHNICS 


Its quite clear. Frank Lowy’s 8 team competition 
simply has no room for ethnic clubs. Having one club 
represent each state, it would be rather difficult to see 
the likes of Olympic, Marconi, Sydney United ete stay 
in Australia’s top flight league. 

Lowy appears to have triggered off a dispute with 
these ethnic groups however has taken the stance of 
starting off on a clean-slate. 

Sydney especially will be the city worst hit. 

Out will go Olympic, Marconi, Sydney United and 
possibly the Spirit along with the Power and in comes 
the new Sydney Blues venture. 

South Melboume could be the only ethnic side that 
might survive the massive cull. 


Tt would be a damn shame to lose these traditional 
clubs however, 

Tf I’m not mistaken, these were the clubs that first 
kick-started the soccer competition in this country, I 
think a bit more respect should have been put forward. 

T believe that the best alternative would be to create 
a 2nd Division which from what I am hearing is well 
on the cards. 

The ‘Eastern Seaboard’, league headed by NSW 
Soccer Federation President Tom Doumanis has @ 
firm belief that this league will only further the repu- 
tation of soccer as being a sport on the rise. 


SYDNEY GAINS BIG 
CLASH 


Thank goodness the powers that be at ASA and at 
the Power woke up to their senses and agreed to play- 
ing this season’s NSL Grand-Final in good old 
Sydney town at Parramatta Stadium. 

It was quite ridiculous that it had to come to this, 
meetings after meetings discussing where the final 
match should be played but its fallen to the right host. 

Its been far too long that we Sydneysiders have 
been starved of not watching Grand-Finals football. 

Now Sydney will go down as the final city to host 
an NSL Grand-Final, very monumental to say the 
least. 

Let’s hope that now the crowd does its part in 
showing up in supporting the final match. 

No repeat of the Marconi y South Melbourne semi- 
final please... 


CLEO GOES STALLIONS 
CRAZY 


The off-season has well and truly started for the 
Marconi Stallions. 

After losing out to South Melbourne in the 
Elimination Finals Series, JP and the boys heralded a 
good time for rest after their exhausting campaign in 
the NSL this season, 

Four lads however got into the off-season spirit on 
a different tune. 


Photooftheweek 
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for the nation until the end of his final youth cam- 


Chick-Magazine CLEO contacted the Stallions 
office for a photo shoot on a special for their next 
months issue involving various sporting codes with 
their best looking players. 

The lucky four Stallions players to get that call 
were: Olyroo keeper Michael Turnbull, Bart Simpon 
look-a-like Shane Webb, reserve goal-keeper Stacy 
Alogdellis and the skilful Eric Anabalon bore some 
skin for the cameras. 

Instead of shooting or saving goals, the four stars 
were styling for the CLEO photographers. 

Its believed that Turnbull was the more innovative 
in showing of his bits by putting his keeper gloves in 
a certain area. 

Well done lads, just don’t forget about the new 
league next season. 


NO SOUTH - NO APL 


After their unfortunate loss to Adelaide at 
Hindmarsh Stadium two weeks ago, South Melbourne 
ended their NSL season, but was that for good? 

Now with the 8-team model in place for next 
July/August, one team will represent Melbourne and 
South fans are hoping that they will be the side. 

One evident banner that was at Hindmarsh Stadium 
read ‘No South—No APL’, obviously a stern message 
to Frank Lowy and his group. 

The South Melbourne Soccer Club will also be 
holding a major supporters rally on Sunday 4th April 
at Bob Jane Stadium. This day will feature a testimo- 
nial game for Mehmet Durakoyic and will coincide 
with the NSL grand final. 

Members and fans are being urged to come to Bob 
Jane Stadium where the club will inform all support- 
ers about the future of the South Melbourne Soccer 
Club. 

This day will show the passion, power and strength 
of South Melbourne to ensure that they have a future 
at Bob Jane Stadium. 


POSTECOGLOU STILL AT 
THE HELM 


Amidst Sydney newspaper reports that Australia’s 
youth coach Ange Postecoglou was working on a 
month to month contract came the news that the for- 
mer South Melbourne coach will continue his services 


paign. 

“As far as | know I am working on building up the 
teams for the U17's and U20's and will be gearing 
them up for their respective World Cups in Peru and 
Holland.” 

‘Ange recently held an U17s camp at the AIS and 
stated to ABSW that all was a success. 

“Tt was the first camp for these young UI7s but it 
‘was 2 good indication on what to expect for the com- 
ing camps, We have a lot of talent and I firmly believe 
‘we can make a good team out of this. It was good to 
get a game on their backs as well. The draw against 
Japan also reflected on whats to expect”. 
Postecoglou has organized a two-week training 
camp to be held in France where the train-on squad 


will take on the likes of PSG and other famous French 


sides, 


ARMENIA CALLS ON 
AUSSIES 


Pyunik is a team name that most if not all 
Australians would struggle to know where this club 
heralds from. 

Known for being in the Armenian First Division, 3 
‘Australians are currently on their books. 

‘Tyler Simpson, former Marconi Stallions players 
Mitchell Prentice and Kevo Gulesserian are currently 
playing their trade at the club. 

Armenia isn’t a typical destination for Australian’s 
to be playing out at but it has grabbed this editor’s 
attention that’s for sure. 


Its been an unfortunate year for Gulesserian, having 
an Armenian background, injuries have stopped the 
progress of the former AIS graduates rise to the top. 

A former Young Socceroo, Kevo is hoping that this 
move will again alert the higher officials of his per- 
formances on the pitch and hopefully could spark up 
some interest for a future international call-up. 


PHOTO TELLS THE 
STORY 


Above is a photo taken from the 
Adelaide United v South Melbourne clash 
that should reveal to readers the importance 
and strain the game had on the players. 
Shown is South player and former Adelaide 
boy Scott Tunbridge being consolidated by 
his former Adelaide team-mates after 
South’s exit from the finals series. 


HAIL VLADO HORVAT 


Congratulations must go to Canberra Deakin’s 
Youth coach Vlado Horvat who this year has proved 
to be the main man that has guided his young side to 
‘so much success. 

A former Knights coach, Horvat was the man that 
pushed his young chargers to the limit and this 
showed when Deakin won the NYL Northern 
‘Competition by five points, 

Horvet’s side also took out the final against 
Newcastle in fine fashion, but most importantly, 
stamped his authority as being one of the best youth 
coaches in Australian. 

‘The Croatian-born coach has done really well in the 
past two seasons since Deakin’s appointment into the 
top youth league football division. 

In his first year the side finished sixth, but this year 
was a different story all together, claiming first spot — 
well done Vlado, 


CULINA LEADING THE 
WAY 


Its good to see that NSW Technical Director 
Branko Culina has settled in rather nicely at the NSW 
Soccer Federation. 

At this stage the forme Olympic boss has no inten- 
tion of returning to the coaching ranks of the 
Australian Premier League even though offers have 
come through for the former NSL coach of the year. 

Look to possibly see young Jason (Branko’s young 
son) fair in the new APL next season, that is the strong 
word doing the rounds at the moment. 

The Federation is certainly turning it on with a 
who's who of people working at Parklea. 

Recent acquisition Kyle Patterson from reports has 
also been received rather well from the faithful at 
Glenwood. 


OCCER NSW @ 


amen | 0 


wine Belconnen Blue Devils = | 2| 


tung by a goal inside the first 65 

seconds, and an early second- 

half send-off for striker Sean 
Babic, Bankstown could not stop a 
wilful Belconnen from delivering a 2-0 
drubbing at Jensen Park on Sunday 
afternoon. 

To add insult to injury Iija Prenzoski 
replaced Matthew Borg as lead goal- 
scorer for the League, 

Both Belconnen goals came as the 
tesult of bad mistakes by the home side, 
but had it not been for some stunning 


Despondent: Matthew Borg not 
only saw hls team fall to the 
Devils, but also had to endure 
Prenzoski over taking him in the 
hunt for the Golden Boot 


saves by Lions' keeper Zlatko Josevski, 
who never put a foot wrong all after- 
noon, it could have been far worse. 

David Arranz got the ball over from 
the left, from a deep position, after just 
over a minute had elapsed. When the 
ball arrived at the far post not one 
Bankstown defenders had picked up the 
tall figure of Alex Castro, who had all 
the time in the world to power his head- 
er into the roof of the net. 

Bankstown fought hard to get back in 
the game and had a good share of the 
first-half, though little luck in front of 
goal. 


Babic was kept out of the game by the 
well-organised Belconnen defence, 
while Matthew Borg had his moments, 
but could not get a shot right on target. 

Robbie Gomez worked hard on the 
fight flank to set up the chances and had 
a hand in moves that could have led to an 
equaliser. 

‘There were also shots from George 
Nohra, claimed down low by Tony 
Giannasca, and an Anthony Doumanis 
effort that was just tipped over the bar by 
the Blue Devils skipper after Babic had 
laid the ball back in the path of the 
diminutive Doumanis in the sixth 
minute, 

At the other end Daniel Macor, whose 
supply of goals appears to have evapo- 
rated, worked hard for an opening and 
almost got one in the seventh. He turned 
sharply in the box but his fine shot was 


tipped over by Josevski in brilliant fash- 
lon. 

Bankstown's best chance came in the 
21st, when Gomez threaded the ball 
through for Doumanis, whose great cut- 
back from the by-line found Borg at the 
edge of the six yard box. But the his ath- 
letic volley just whizzed inches wide of 
the right post with Giannasca looking 
eaten, 


Tn the 52nd minute Belconnen had the 
good fortune to score a second goal after 
a mix-up at the back between Paul 
‘Weare and Richard Luksic had allowed 
the league's new leading scorer, Ilija 
Prenzoski, to steal the ball and plant it 
past Josevski from a tight angle. 

Not long after this Babic came down 
in the box at the other end, but referee 
Nick Asargiotis handed him a caution 
for faking a foul and when the player 
protested with the official a second cau- 
tion was then issued — and with it a red 
card —leaving the Lions with ten men for 
the last half hour. 

Bankstown kept fighting but neither 
Gomez nor Hoenselaars had any luck, 
the latter being forced wide by the keep- 
er, when left alone in front in the 71st 


socCceER 


NSW 


Lions left in the wake: Belconnen over-ran a patchy Lions side 


and Gomez outwitted by the keeper after 
a good run into the box, 

Prenzoski was foiled as well, but.the 
efforts of Josevski could not inspire the 
ten men to take Belconnen apart, with 
the Devils side being far too disciplined 
and organised. 


Elliott Zwangabone had a strong 
game in midfield for the Blue Devils, 
Macor worked hard, and Lee 
Pietrukowski and David Arranz all 
played well in a side with a no-frills 
approach. 


Top five wrangle heats up as Suns, Demons draw 


@ Rockdale CitySuns == 
& oe City Demons Perfection| 2 | 


welcome return to form for 
Azim strikers Harry James 

and Denis Alilovic, a Jeckyll 
and Hyde performance from defend- 
er Nick Orlic, and a lengthening 
injury list for Blacktown City were 
the main highlights from their 2-2 
draw at Seymour Shaw Park on 
Saturday night, 


WRITERS: Greg Stock, Paul Goodwin, Aimee Brown 


PRODUCTION: Mary Quartly 
EDITOR: Dylan Welch 


With both sides locked in an arm 
wrestle with six other teams for a cov- 
ted top five result, the draw probably 
favoured the Demons more than the 
Suns — who remain in third spot with 
five games stil to play. 

Tn an absorbing contest both sides 
had plenty of opportunities to make the 
game their own, but sadly a lack of 
quality finishing had both coaches 
scratching their head in wonderment at 
what might have been. 


After weeks of indifferent form, the 
Suns forward pairing of Harry James 
and Denis Alilovic finally started to 
click with James securing a penalty for 
his partner when he was bought down 
by Pat Gatt in the 43rd minute, 

‘Three minutes prior Dominic Magill 
had ghosted in at the back post to give 
Blacktown a 1-0 lead after an excellent 
build-up orchestrated by Tony Faria. 

(to page 20) 
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Demons, 
Suns in 


ninety- 
minute tussle 


(rom page 19) 


Athis brilliant best for much of the game 
Faria was superb - up and down the touch- 
line like a yo-yo, tracking back to defend 
and pushing forward to use his speed and 
skill to run at defenders. 

After turning on a beautiful cross for his 
teams opening goal, he forced a defensive 
error from Orlic which saw the former 
‘South Melbourne defender turn the ball into 
his own net in the 62nd minute. 

However Orlic redeemed himself in 
spades, putting away a loose ball in the 
penalty box with just seven minutes 
remaining to snatch for’his team a well- 
deserved point. 

The main cause for concern for 
Blacktown City fans was the injury to utili- 
ty Mark Milligan. Milligan was replaced 
midway through the second-half by Brian 
Vanega after sustaining some knee soreness 
in a tackle, with his condition being listed 

He joins a growing list of Demons 
injured which includes Ben Willard, 
Marcus Phillips, Simon Catanzaro and 
Dane Hokin. 

“{t is a very unfortunate situation to be 
in,” said Blacktown City coach Brian 
Brown, “we have a number of tough games 
coming up over the next few weeks, includ- 
ing a cup game against Penrith, and we 
have five key players out for varying 
lengths of time.” 

His counterpart Ivan Petkovic has no 
such problems, instead looking for an 
improved performance from his midfield, 

“Our forwards and defence was excel- 
lent tonight,” he said, “but I felt our mid- 
field lacked creativity. 

We played well in patches but in this 
league and at this key stage of the season 
‘you must play ninety minutes or else you 
will get punished.” 

Petkovic was clearly exasperated by his 
team at full-time after watching Harry 
James hit the post with a scorching drive 
with just seconds remaining on the clock. 

“That goal goes in and it's a different 
result. Full credit to Blacktown though, 
they are definitely one of the best sides in 
the league.” 
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Catlin’s Berries picked by B’Rigg 
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@ Bonnyrigg White Eagles aozmi| 4 
Canterbury-Marrickville [ez 


By Grog Stock 


he absence of golden boy 


Karavatakis was keenly felt in the 
Canterbury camp on Saturday 


Eagles launch off A.P.I.A. springboard 


night, as a four goal blitz from Bonnyrigg 
saw them crash to their third straight loss, 
‘and firm as this season’s favourites for rel- 
egation. 

Caretaker coach Bob Catlin reshuffled the 
Canterbury lineup 
to make up for the 
loss of Karavatakis 
for the match, 
including young- 
ster. Morgan 
Cawley alongside 
Alan Picken in a 
two-pronged for- 
ward line, 

While both play- 
es had @ strong 
game, Cawley 
scoring one goal 
and setting up the 
first for midfielder 
Stuart Banks, the 
spotlight was firm- 
ly on their defence 
_) = which periodi- 

cally leaked goals 
to errors, blunders 
and poor marking, 

aM | “If you give 
SS} away soft goals 


Watching the world go by: Taytun Devrimol rushes the like we do you 
Canterbury defence as a lone Berry watches dejectedly 


can’t win match- 
es,” said Catlin, “I 


can't fault our effort at all, we were creative 
and without Steve (Karavatakis) we scored 
two good goals, but we have some issues with 
our defence and a lack of concentration.” 

‘Tayfun Devrimol scored the White Eagles 
first goal in the 32nd minute by exploiting a 
Jack of communication between the 
Canterbury players to race down the right 
hand side and cut back inside to the edge of the 
penalty box, 

Lining up a shot he was able to side-foot 
the ball with great accuracy as a couple of 
Berries defenders watched on shaking their 
heads. 

Having fought back to 1-1 via a Stuart 
Banks goal in the 35th minute the Berries fell 
behind a second time when Jimmy Aschner 
‘was able to beat the offside trap anc race onto 


erti! 


‘4A Canak 
at The Serbian Centre, Bonnyrigg- 


BONNYRIGG WHITE EAGLES 
(F-Devrinal 32, Aschner 41° A Picker 09, 


a through ball from Vuko Tomasevic and peel 
off shot that gave an exasperated Catlin no 
chance. 

After fighting back a second time to equal 
the score, this time via the right boot of 
Morgan Cawley, they were guilty of an over- 
zealous challenge on Aschner that saw 
Tomasevic line up a free-kick from the edge of 
the penalty box. 

‘Tomasevic sent his trademark left foot 
rocket cannoning into Alan Picken with the 
rebound sailing in at the far post. 

‘The rout was completed in the 77th minute 
when youngster Alex Canak raced through in 
a carbon-copy of Aschner’s goal to successful- 
ly beat Catlin, 

“We had no excuses tonight,” Catlin said, 
“we tried hard, we pressed Bonnyrigg on occa- 
sions, but we allow ourselves to concede these 
sloppy goals and it cost us. 

“In this game you make your owa luck and 
at this stage of the season we aren’t even mak- 
ing that, conceding goals from deflections 
being just one example. 

However... if we keep sticking to our 
game-plan I am sure a win is not too far 


® A.P.1.A.-Leichhardt Tigers ou 
© Parramatta Eagles 


By Paul Goodwin 


jhe disaster at Lambert Park deep- 

ened on the weekend with A-P.LA. 

going down in dismal fashion to 
Parramatta, who used the Tigers as a 
springboard to launch them off their seven 
game losing streak, 

APIA. coach Les De Celis, visibly disap- 
pointed by the poor performance, felt the team 
were at an all-time low. 

"We should have been up for {the match],” 
he said, “but we put on an unacceptable dis- 
play... At the end of the day Parramatta pun- 
ished us for another below-par performance.” 

‘The game started as though A.PLA. might 
finally have found some form and Norman 
Tome, one of A.PI.A.'s better players on the 
day, was put through in the fourth minute. But 
Peter Munsie was quickly off his line to 
smother the shot and send it fora comer. 

Not to be outdone Parramatta forced a one- 
‘on-one save shortly thereafter from Stewart 
‘Vella in the A-PILA. goal, 

‘The game then opened up and was not the 
dour defensive battle one might have expected 
from two sides struggling at the bottom of the 
ladder. 

In the [1th minute Paul Dee for APIA. 
floated in a free kick for Robbie Stanton to 
nod goal-wards, but Munsie's positioning was 
good and he handled it with ease. 


It was a minute later when the ball was 
worked down Parramatta’ leftand a pedesti- 
an A.PILA. defence - who had ample time to 
clear the ball - got themselves into bother and 
an attempted clearance was deflected to 
Matthew Clowes who was left unmarked, fin- 
ishing the easiest of chances to give the visi- 
tors the lead. 

Parramatta then enjoyed their best patch of 
the game and continually tormented Dave 
Barrett down the left. Barrett gave the ball 
away in the 20th minute and Tony Mittiga's 
deep cross again had the A.PI.A. defence wor- 
ried. 


ABLA. did have a chance soon afterwards 
but Tome's header was easily held by Munsie. 

The home side then suffered another set- 
back when midfielder Jim Nikas, who bad 
looked good during the game, succumbed to a 
nagging hamstring injury and left the field. 

Within minutes Parramatta doubled their 
lead when Barrett took too long to clear the 
ball and, played in to Nathan Rivera, Tony 
‘Tesoro completely mis-timed bis jump and the 
ball fell sweetly to Rivera who had no trouble 
dispatching it into the roof of the net, with 
Vella left stranded. 

ALA. did start the second-half in 2 more 
positive frame of mind and on occasions gave 
the Parramatta defence some anxious 
moments, Nevertheless it is difficult to see 
‘where the next goal will come from for 
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as their attack, so potent on paper, only 
continues to struggle. 

De Celis’ frustration was obvious as he sub- 
stituted Arambasic fifteen minutes in, presum- 
ably to get some mobility in the front third. 
But it was all to no avail, as Parramatta got 
their third goal when Ben Delicata's near-post 
cross was flicked on by an unchallenged 
Richard Cardozo and straight into the A.PILA. 
net. It was a well-worked comer, but a side of 
APILA''s experience should have dealt with it 
comfortably. 

Parramatta were obviously content with 
their lead and at times reverted to three up 
front to make sure the A.P.LA. back-four were 
pressured and could not play out easily from 


the back, The home side did manage a few 
goal attempts but the closest they came were a 
‘couple of goal-line clearances by a Parramatta 
defence, by then concerned only with keeping 
aclean sheet. 

For Parramatta, the win onded a depressing 
run of results and moyed them just a little into 
safer territory, leap-frogging their opponents ~ 
‘on goal difference - in the process. 

While it wasn't a brilliant performance, the 
players were very enthusiastic and their will- 
ingness to work hard certainly made the dif- 
ference. 

For A.PLA., it was another miserable result 
‘and it does appear that some of their older 
players are struggling. 

Stanton and Michael Galluzzo tried to get 
the side going, but at the end of the day it 
needs a contribution from everyone and on 
this performance it is hard to see A.P..A. mak- 
ing much of an impact for the remainder of the 
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ittle known before this season, 
Le eyes are now on Crescent 

Star striker Tolgay Ozbey, his 
brace of goals against Penrith sending 
his side back inside the top five with 
just five games left to go. 

In a performance akin to former club- 
man Tanju Baiabanel - who has since 
gone onto the National League - Ozbey 
showed a remarkable speed and skill, and 
an ability to sniff out a goal, all of which 
stamp him as one of the league’s most 
dangerous marksmen. 

While Ozbey was working his magic, 
the Panthers forwards were floundering, 
with a combination of poor shooting and 
a tough resiliant Crescent Star defence 
keeping their opportunities down to an 
absolute minimum. 

Getting men back in numbers around 
their penalty box the home side kept the 
visitors engaged in a game of defensive 
cat and mouse, breaking forward in num- 


By Paul Goodwin 


entral Coast could not find a 

chink in the Saints’ armour on 

Saturday night, as the league- 
leaders comfortably disposed of the 
battling young side, 

While the score may suggest a close 
contest the reality was that after the 
Saints had stolen a lead inside the first 90 
seconds the Coasties were not allowed 
back in the game, 

The League leaders led 2-1 at half time 
and extended their lead by the S8th 
minute and only conceded a second goal 
after an unfortunate handball inside the 
box four minutes into stoppage time. 

That goal did cause some anxious 
momeats as referee Con Diomis allowed 
play to continue for another minute or so, 
but the well drilled St George defence 
stood firm and any hopes of snatching a 
draw was to prove futile for the home 
side. 

Daniel Watkins got the Saints off to the 
best possible start when he timed his run 
to the near post to perfection, to catch the 
Ceatral Coast defence off guard ais he 
arrived to nudge a great cross from 
Raphael Bove over the line and past 
Coast custodian Matthew Trott. 

Adrian Webster, who had another fine 
game on the flank, offered a slashing shot 
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bers when in possession to punish their 
‘opponents from limited opportunities. 

Crescent Star ventured forward on a 
handful of occasions, but that proved 
more than sufficient, as they made every 
play a winner. 

“They are an exceptionally well-drilled 
outfit,” Panthers coach Tony Rasmussen 
of their opponents said, “they sit back in 
numbers when they don’t have possession 
and once they force a turnover they race 
forward in numbers.” 

Having used that gameplan successful- 
ly for the best part of two seasons, the 
combination of speedy forwards and 
robust defenders had Penrith strugeling to 
adapt. Askin Oygur and Michael Cindric 
kept infleuntial forwards Jason Connolly 
and Roger Galayini in check and allowed 
the midfield of Ekinci and Marzec a good 
platform from which to operate. 

Marzec capped off a strong game, scor- 
ing his sides third goal with a brilliant 
individual effort, but all accolades went to 
Ozbey in another attacking display of 


©. Central Coast United 


St George Saints 


from distance that just missed the post in 


the 3rd minute and his fellow hard work- 
ing midfield partner Ante Deur also hit 
one from long range in the 14th that was 
not far away. 

‘The Coast side could have caught the 
visitors out just two minutes Tater when 
Nathan Bym, on the right, sent a cross 
from the right low to the far post but Peter 


‘Good start’: Watkins’ ‘second minute goal stole 
the lead for the Saints 


sheer speed and power. 

“He is a difficult customer and just gets 
in there at the right time to sniff a 
chance,” Rasmussen said, “that is obvi- 
ously their strength on the break and they 
have play that game well, but I was very 


disappointed in the way our side did not 


turn up to play. We had everything on the 
line this week and it is disappointing to 
think we could not have at least put one 
away.” 

Rasmussen spent an anxious Sunday 
night by the phone awaiting updates on 
injured defender Malcolm Meilak. 
Meilak was involved in a tackle with 
Ozbey after he lost possession, sticking 
his right leg out to try and knock the ball 
away from his opponent. 

Seemingly an innocuous challenge, he 
fell to the ground immediately as Ozbey 
raced through to score Crescent Stars’ 
second goal. He was taken to hospital for 
examination by ambulance, at press-time 
Meilak was awaiting confirmation his leg 
may have been broken. 


Haynes was a fraction late arriving to be 
able to tum the ball into the net. 

St George then set about making the 
locals pay for the close miss. Captain 
Gabriel Mendez put a loyely through-ball 
in the path of Bove from the left and, after 
the ball deceived the Coast defence 
slightly as it deflected past them, Bove 
drilled it low from an angle, past Trott for 
goal number two. 

Tf the Saints thought 
the Coast men would lie 
down and surrender they 
were soon to think oth- 
erwise for in the 36th 
minute the home team 
had the ball in the net 
two, Doug West's ball 
through, down the right, 
allowed Haynes to cut 
the ball back to the far 
post for Daniel Surridge 
fo more or less tap in 
past Ricardo Patrizi, 

When the second-half 
began Watkins nearly 
added to his tally as he 
sped into the box to 
|| mest a fine cross from 
the left. by Ivan Zelic, 
but the earlier scorer 
nodded the ball down 
into the ground. 


‘Magic’ Ozbey creates Crescent win 


‘Dangerous marksman’: Tolgay Ozbey has come out of nowhere to 
stake hls claim on the NSW Premier League 
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No respite for the Coast 
as Saints weather attack 


However Watkins made amends in the 
58th as he again timed his run to send a 
glancing header at the near post past 
‘Trott, after Deur had sent the ball over 
froma left-sided comer kick. 

Stuart Young failed to break his duck 
‘once more When he was beaten to a 
‘Watkins cross by an alert keeper right in 
front of goal in the 61st. 

Gareth Jenkins, one of many promis- 
ing young players in a youthful Central 
Coast side that is learning fast, did well to 
hit a low shot that whizzed past the post 
in the 80th minute. 

‘The 17-year-old who retumed earlier 
in the season, after a three-year appren- 
ticeship with Spurs, was also involved in 
the Coast side managing to drag another 
goal back in the dying stages of the game, 

Tt was his shot that St George defender 
Simon Verrender could not avoid with his 
hand just inside the box, allowing the 
locals a penalty kick to give them a 
tespectable score. Haynes hit the spot 
Kick low and hard to the right of Patrizi in 


a well taken penalty that made it 3-2 at 
the finish. 

The Saints’ latest signing, Stuart 
‘Young, still appears to be feeling his way 
at his new club and had a quiet match. 
Bruno Beddoni was suspended for this 
game as was Cristian Cevenini, but both 
should be back for the club's next game at 
Rockdale. 

Coast coach Jim Foley was full of 
praise for his side, 

"| would really like to see people 
focussing on the potential of this side; the 
heart and the attitude," he said. 

"While, yes, we are just off the bottom 
of the table, unfortunately score-lines do 
not always reflect the true nature of 


"In tonight's game, against the side that 
smacked us 6-2 in the first round, the 
boys were highly dangerous and we 
could, if the bounce had gone our way, 
have taken the points.” 
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Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
(T Devrimo! 32", J Aschner 41, V Tomasevic 64, 
A Canak 77) 


Central Coast United 
(D Surridge 37’, P Haynes 93’ pen) 
Rockdale City Suns 

(D Alilovic 43 pen, N Orlic 83') 


A.P.1.A.-Lelchhardt Tigers 


4  Canterbury-Marrickville 
(S Banks 357, M Cawley 59’) 


St George Saints 
Belconnen Blue Devils 
Blacktown City Demons 
Sydney Crescent Siar 
Bankstown City Lions 
Penrith Panthers 
Rockdale City Suns 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Parramatta Eagles 
A.P.LA, Leichhardt Tigers. 
Central Coast United 
Canterbury Marrickville 


2n 


(D Watkins 2', R Bove 27’, D Watkins 58’) 
Blacktown City Demons ........2 
(L Roodenburg 40’, N Orlic 62 og) 


Parramatta Eagles ............ 3 
(M Clowes 14’, N Rivera 45, R Cardozo 71’) 


Sydney Crescent Star Penrith Panthers 


(T Ozbey 9, 60', F Marzec 80’) 
Bankstown City Lions .. . 


ORMEAHDRBBHBO 


Belconnen Blue Devils 
(A Castro 1’, | Prenzoski 51') 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
(A Dizdaric 257, D Drea 45’, D Malenica 72", 
M Sartoretto 77") 


Central Coast United 
(B Murrell 74’) 


Rockdale City Suns 
A.P.1.A.-Lelchhardt Tigers 


4 Canterbury-Marrickville 
(D DiMento 3’) Parramatta Eagles 
A.P.LA. Leichhardt Tigers 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 

Penrith Panthers 
Blacktown City Demons 
Belconnen Blue Devils 
Bankstown City Lions 
Canterbury Manickville 
St George Saints 
Central Coast United 
Sydney Crescent Star 
Rockdale City Suns 


St George Saints 
(L Gikas 27) 


Blacktown City Demons 


Parramatta Eagles 
(M Debono 84’) 


Sydney Crescent Star Penrith Panthers 


(8 Yilmaz 12') 


Bankstown City Lions Belconnen Blue Devils 


(M Valari 27’, D Leet 54’, 67) 


Sseeoertgamvener 


LEADING GOALSCORERS 


‘Sunday 28th March 2004 


NEXT Fowunvp 


FIRST GRADE 
HOME TEAM 
Blacktown City Demons 
Penrith Panthers 
Belconnen Blue Devils 
Parramatta Eagles 
Canterbury-Marrickville 
Bankstown City Lions 
GRADE 20 
HOME TEAM 
Blacktown City Demons 
Penrith Panthers 
Belconnen Blue Devils 
Parramatta Eagles 
Canterbury-Marrickville 
Bankstown City Lions 


tea 


AWAY TEAM DATE 

AP.LA-Leichhardt Tigers Sat. 10th April 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles Sat. 10th April 
Central Coast United ‘Sat. 10th April 
Sydney Crescent Star ‘Sun. 11th April 
St George Saints Sun. 11th April 
Rockdale City Suns Sun. 11th April 


KICK-OFF 
7.00pm 
7.00pm 
7.00pm 
3.00pm 
3.00pm 
3.00pm 


GROUND 

Gabbie Stadium 

Cook Park (St Marys) 
McKellar Soccer Centre 
Melita Stadium 

Henson Park 

Jensen Park 


lia Prenzoski (BBD) 

Matthew Borg (BCL) 

Bruno Beddoni (SG) 

Jason Connolly (PP) 

Daniel Macor (BBD), Steve Karavatakis (CMO/RCS) 

Daniel Waikins (SG), Denis Alilovic (RCS) 

Anthony Galliozzi (BBD), Nathan Bym (CCU), Sean Babic (BCL), 
‘Aaron Burgess (BWE), Luke Roodenburg (BCD), 

Dominic McGill (BCD), Filip Marzec (SCS) 

Norman Tome (AL), Tony Ju (RCS), Sam Larocca (CMO/BWE), 
Ben Deighan (RCS), Peter Haynes (CCU), Tlgay Ozbey (SCS) 
Paul Uriovic (BCD), Ben Delicata (PE), Roger Galayini (PP), 

David Arranz (BBD), Tony Faria (BCD), George Nohra (BCL), 
Jimmy Aschner (BWE), Raphael Bove (SG) 

James Kavas (SG), Goce Trposki (RCS), Marc Falzon (CCU), 
‘Simon Catanzaro (BCD), Ante Deur (SG), Marcus Phillips (BCD), 
Mark Milligan (BCD), Zlatko Arambasic (ALT), Andy Kane (PE), 
‘Alex Canak (BWE), Nathan Rivera (PE) 


AWAY TEAM DATE 

APl.A.-Leichhardt Tigers Sat. 10th April 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles Sat. 10th April 
Central Coast United Sat. 10th April 
Sydney Crescent Star Sun. 11th April 
St George Saints Sun. 11th April 
Rockdale City Suns Sun. 11th April 


KICK-OFF 
5,00pm. 
5.00pm 
4:30pm 
1.00pm 
1.00pm 
1.00pm 


GROUND 

Gabbie Stadium 

Cook Park (St Marys) 
McKellar Soccer Centre 
Melita Stadium 

Henson Park 

Jensen Park 
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PAUL GOODWIN 

SOCCER NSW JOURNALIST. 
| BLACKTOWN 

BONNYRIGG 

BELCONNEN 

SYDNEY CRESCENT 

ST GEORGE 

DRAW 


Points = 36 


TARYN ROCKALL 
NSW SAPPHIRES CAPTAIN 
BLACKTOWN 

PENRITH 

BELCONNEN 

DRAW 

ST GEORGE 
BANKSTOWN 


Points = 41 


ANDY PASCHALIDIS 
ELITE SPORTS TRAVEL 
BLACKTOWN 

PENRITH 

BELCONNEN 

SYDNEY CRESCENT 

ST GEORGE 
BANKSTOWN 


Points = 44 
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GREG STOCK 
SOCCER NSW JOURNALIST 
BLACKTOWN 

PENRITH 

BELCONNEN 

SYDNEY CRESCENT 

ST GEORGE 
ROCKDALE 


Points = 45 


“PEANUTS” 

THE MONKEY 
BLACKTOWN 
PENRITH 
BELCONNEN 
SYDNEY CRESCENT 
ST GEORGE 

DRAW 


Points = 42 
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NSW PREMIEF LEAGUE TEAM OF 


GOALKEEPER: 

‘Vanesa Iveja (Sydney Crescent Star) - Secured his 
fourth clean sheet in his last six matches by holding out the 
Panthers with his spider-monkey-like frame 


Paul Karbon (Blacktown City) — His starting debut 
this week was a triumph for the youngster who put himsclf 
about with great vigour and enthusiasm 

Ryan Noble (Penrith Panthers) - ‘The only player for 
the Panthers to make much of an impact in a game they 
would otherwise like to forget 


‘Tayfun Devrimol (Bonnyrigg White Ezgles) - Scored 
1 superb individual goal running from his own side of 
halfway and tying down the Berries forwards for the 
remainder 


Elliot Zwangobani (Belconnen Blue Devils) — 
Celebrated his inclusion in the Australian Indoor Soccer 
side with another standout performance to shut down the 
normally productive Lions forwards 


MIDFIELDERS: 
Ante Deur (St. George) — Chief architect of the Saints 
hard-fought 3-2 win over the Coasties at Pluim Park 


Daniel Watkins (St George) - Scored two goals and 
had a hand in a third, with a strong game over the weekend 

Matthew Clowes (Parramatta Eagles) ~ The Eagles 
retum to the winners circle came largely on the back of an 
exceptional individual performance from Clowes 

Richie Cardoso (Parramatia Eagles) ~ Cardoso took 
his new club well away from the relegation zone with 2 
cameo performance in the midfield, scoring his sides’ third 
to sink a disappointing A PLA. 


STRIKERS: 
Tolgay Ozbey (Sydney Crescent Star) - A relative 
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THE week 


unknown, his ability to beat defenders witha lightning tum 
of pace have seen him score five goals in his last six games 

Harry James (Rockdale City Suns) - A welcome 
return to form for big ‘H’, who worked himself to a stand- 
still supporting his offsider Denis Alilovic and giving his 
team a target on the forward line 


Yasin Ozilensk (Sydney Crescent Star) - Has his side 
back in the top five after a run of seven games without 
defeat including four straight wins 


ulwich Hill scored a stoppage time 
vietory over the Northern Tigers, 
after some brilliant play by both 
sides. 

Dulwich took an early lead after some bril- 
Tiant lead-up work which allowed the debut- 
making Mohammad Mansaray to lash home a 
low shot from 20 yards that gave Tigers’ keep- 
‘er Chris Sharp no chance, 

Immediately the Norther side hit back 
with Matt Hunter tidying up after an initial 
shot from Jason Mesiti had cannoned off an 
upright. 

In the second half Dulwich had most of the 
‘opportunities, but failed to hit the target and 
could have been punished .when substitute 
Eric Parrialu struck the underside of the bar 
when faced with a clear sight of goal. 

‘As the game wore on the visitors clearly 
looked content to take the point, but Dulwich 
played right until there was not a gasp of 
breath left in them and got their reward with 
the winner as the clock ticked away. 

Substitute John Chavez was able to steer 
the ball in from six yards after the Tigers had 
taken their eye off the ball for the fatal few 
seconds at the end. 

Thad been a lively game with end-to-end 
action, in front of a healthy-sized midweek 
crowd. 

Dulwich welcomed back a number of play- 
‘ers after injury and most of them found form, 
Led well by Jose Mendez and Matt Percy at 
the back and with Jason Lal and Andrew 
Falas working hard up front it was a good all- 
round team performance that saw the home 
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side to vietory. 

The Tigers all worked hard, but had their 
main moments in the first period when they 
failed to take their chances. 

Fraser Park, on Wednesday night, caught 
up with their home game against MSC 
Liverpool, postponed on opening day due to a 
waterlogged pitch. 

‘They managed a sound 2-1 win with Eric 
Williams scoring the visitors’ first goal of the 
campaign as some form of consolation, after 
‘Tanju Balabanel in the sixth minute and Zia 
“Youran in the 20th had put the Dragons in the 
box seat. 

Tt was all Fraser Park in the opening peri- 
od, but MSC really took the game to Fraser in 
the second-half and had them looking anx- 
iously at their watches towards the end of an 
eventually even contest. Another changed 
game was Fairfield Bulls’ game with 
Hurstville ZSC, switched to Cook Park 
‘Mount Pritchard on the Saturday afiernoon. 

‘The Bulls did well early in the game and 
could have-had more than the 2-0 lead they 
raced to before the break. 

After the interval there were no more. 
‘goals, but the damage had already been done 
and the Bulls bad recorded their first win of 
the season, courtesy of goals to Nicola Bobo 
and Brendan Mitrovich. 

Saturday evening came along und 
Macarthur Rams made light work of Ryde 
City at Lynwood Park. 

Despite a Steve Bayeas penalty, put away 
by the same player who had bea brought 
down, the Rams had the game by the scruff of 
the neck. 

Paul Wither opened the scoring before his 
brother, Adam, put his side back in the lead, 


after the earlier penalty had been netted by 
Baveas, 

Male Vukosa, in the 39th, made it 3-1 and 
right at the death Richard Harrison, a surprise 
top scorer for the division at this early stage, 
made it 4-1. 

Sunday saw more four games and Monday 
‘one other, between Dulwich Hill and Sydney 
University, the result of which was not known 
by press-time. 

Fraser Park Dragons made Wednesday's 
form good with a solid 4-0 win over the 
Northem Tigers at their Fraser Park head- 
quarters in Marrickville. Tanju Balabanel, 
with a bat trick, led the way for the Dragons 
who now look like setting a good pace at the 
top if they can keep this momentum going. 

‘The former Crescent Star and Wollongong 
striker netted his first in the 17th minute. and 
it was tight right up until the 78th when he 
scored his second, After big Spyro Kladis had 
made it 3-0 in the 88th Balabanel went on to 
claim his third in the 91st to send the luckless 
Tigers home empty-handed. 

Hurstville City Minotaurs met near neigh- 
‘bours, the Sutherland Sharks, at the Rockdale 
Tiinden Sports Centre on Sunday and came 
away with a very encouraging 2-1 win. The 
strong Sharks’ side fought hard all the way, 
but the renowned Minotaurs' fighting spirit 
saw Peter Sarikakis' men home. 

Demetri Zakilas had the 'black and whites’ 
1 goal up in the 12th minute and the home 
sie stil led by that slender margin at haf 
time, 

Former Rockdale and Bankstown man, 
Tain Macdonald, levelled for the Sutherland 
side four minutes after the restart, on a ground 
he knows very well, but his joy was short- 


ik Wanderers United 1, Sutherland Shire Sharks 


lived as the Minotaurs had welcomed back 
Manvel Sarikakis, who scored the winner just 
‘one minute later. 

M.S.C. Liverpool upset the form book too, 
but made their excellent, fighting effort 
against Fraser Park count with convincing, 
if narrow, 1-0 win over early leaders Manly 
Warringah Dolphins at Hammondville Oval. 

Newcomer Claudio Oricchio, in his first 
start for the club after playing half-an-hour off 
the tench against Fraser Park, scored the win- 
ning goal in the 35th minute, when a cross 
had been pushed away by the Manly keeper 
right in his path. 

‘Signed from the Marconi youth team, tie 
enterprising player looked the goods, partner- 
ing Eric Williams up front. Williams could 
have made it 2-0 in the 55th minute, but after 


SUPER LEAGUE 2004 GOALSCORERS 
‘Sunday 28th March 2004 


6 Tanju Balabane! (FP), 
3 Richard anon (MA), Tim Glechil (HWU), 


Youran (FP), Michael Willams (MIND), Spyro 
Klads (FP), Scott Bailie (SH), lain MacDonald 
(SS), Demetri Zakilas (HCM), 

11 Ben Evans (MR), Male Vukosa (MR), Gary 
Seymour (MR), Ante Jusic (HZSC), Neil 
Philippou (SH), Sam Daud (SH), Jason Mesit 


Mohammad Mansaray (DH), John Chavez 
(OH), Erte Wiliams (MSC), Nicola Bobo (FB), 
Brendan Mitovich (FB), Steve Bavees (RC), 
‘Adam Wither (MR), Male Vukosa (MR), Claudio 
Oicthio (MSC), Manvel Sarikakis (HCM), 
Maurice Soler (SH) 


being brought down in the Dolphins' penalty 
area he proceeded to have his spot-kick saved 
by the keeper 

Stanmore Hawks fulfilled the faith their 
coach Sotos Mavros has shown in them by 
seeing off a strong challenge from Hajduk 
Wanderers at Henson Park. 

Maurice Soler got the Hawks into an early 
Jead in the third minute, but it was not until 
the 65th that experienced campaigner Scott 
Baillie sealed the win for the home team with 
a second goal for his new club, 


WINTER SUPER LEAGUE - 
RESCHEDULED FIXTURES: ROUND 1 

FIRST GRADE: Fraser Park Dragons 2 (T 
Balabanel 6m Z-Younan 20m) MSC Liverpool 1 (E 
Wiliams 65m). GRADE 20: Fraser Park Dragons 3 
MSC Liverpool 3, 

ROUND 3: 

RST GRADE: Dulwich Hill 2 (M Mansaray 
13m J Chavez 94m) Norther Tigers 1 (M Hunter 
15m), GRADE 20: Dubwich Hil 2 Northem Tigers 2. 


ROUND 4: 

FIRST GRADE: Macarthur Rams 4 (P Wither 
‘3m A Wither 27m N Vukosa 41m R Harrison 86m) 
Ryde Cty 1 (S Baveas 14m), Faifeld Bulls 2 (8 
Mirovich 48m N Bobo 32m) Hurstvite ZSC 0, 
Fraser Park Dragons 4 (T Balabanel 17/78/91m S 
Kiads 88m) Northem Tigers 0, Hursivile City 
Minolaurs 2 (D Zakllas 12m M Saritakis 50m) 
Sutherland Shite Sharks 1 (| MacDonald 49m), 
MSC Liverpool 1 (C Oricchio 32m) Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 0, Stanmore Hawks 2 (M Soler 
3m $ Bailie 651m) Hajduk Wanderers United 0. 

GRADE 20: Macarthur Rams 1 Ryde City 0, 
Fairisht Bulls 2 Hurstvile ZSC 3, Fraser Park 
Dragons 2 Northem Tigers 2, Hurstville City 
Mino‘aurs 0 Sutherland Shire Sharks 3, MSC 
Liverpool 1 Manly Warringah Dolphins 2, Stanmore 
Hawi 2 Hajduk Wanderers United 0. 


Branch 1 Hils United 


Goast Magic 2, Colo Colo 2 Sydney Cedars SC4, Hajduk y 


FIRST GRADE: Nepean Associaton 2 (S Erel 4m 
'S Mort 16m) Hills United 2 (D Nash 30/66m), Western 
Rage 3 (L Berbis 32/39m G Wakim 76m) Schofields 
Scorpions 1 (A Attard 75m), MI Pritchard 1. (D 
Severino 10m) Bathurst 75 2 (L Taylor 30/75m), 
[Uverpool Bossy 4 (A Adamo 42/80m M Seble 52m L 
Carle 65m) Belmore Hercules 1 (J Skufs 20m), 
Fairfield City Lions 4 (B Sevine 38m A Zmire 68m H 
Bayhan 78/87!) White City 1 (A Asanovie 75m), The 
‘Wanderers 3 (M Hurtado Pachec 14m E Barroso 21m 
J Hurtado Pacheo 68m) Canden Tigers 0, 
‘Wollongong United 2 (R Todorovskl 65m H Hijazl 
88m) Mt Druitt Town Rangers 0. 
GRADE 20: Mt Pritchard 4 Bathurst 75 0, 
Bossy 1 Belmore Hercules 2, Faifiekt Cty 
Lons 3 White City 4, The Wancerers 4 Camden 
Tigers 3, Wollongong United 0 Mt Druitt Town 
Rangers 0. 


‘STATE LEAQUE DIVISION TWO - RD 2: 
FIRST GRADE: Hawkesbuy City 2 (0 
Bertenshaw 55m E George 81m) Aubum Stars 2 (1 
Tarcan 23m U Avsar 89m), UNSW 1 (N Kodomichales 
43%) Inter Lions 2 (A Mondello 34/88m), Greystanes 
SC 1 (A Lipscomb 14m) Blacktown Districts 2 (A 
Marvello 31m J) Lucia 90m), Souter Star Sharks 
‘Springwood SC Postponed, Greenisiand SC 2 
Prospect United 2 (J Suggett 86m R Dunn 78m penal- 


y. 
GRADE 21: Hawkesbury City 9 Aubum Stars 0, 
UNSW 4 Inter Lins 1, Greystanes SC 0 Blacktown 


UNSW 4 Inter Lions 0, Greystanes SC 2 Blacktown 
Districts 3, Southem Star Sharks Springwood SC 
Postponed, Greenisland SC 0 Prosect United 1. 


‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION THREE - RD 2 

FIRST GRADE: Balmain SC 5 Roosters FC 0, 
Gazy Lansvale 2 Trasandines 3, Eartwood Wanderers 
0 Lithgow Worknen 1, Gladesvile United 1 East 


Sporting SCC 1 Keltyvile Kotts 5, 
| GRADE: Balmain SC 3 Roosters FC 0, 
oa areas Ezrlwood Wanderers, 
3 Lingow Workmen 0, Gladesvile United 0 East 
Coast Magic: 0, Calo Colo 2 Syiney Cedars SC 1, 
Sporting SCC 1 Kellyville Kotts 1. 


ARRIVE ALIVE NSW WOMENS 
‘SUPER LEAGUE: ROUND 2: 

FIRST GRADE: Sutheriand Assocation 1 (L 
‘Wood 69m) Macarthur Rams 1 (L Khamis 45m), North 
‘West Sytiney Koalas 3 (H Lavis 60m Own goal 75m J 
Burgess 85m) Marconi 1 (L Warrener 46m), 
Wo ‘Wolves 2 (V Mann 69m T Ruiz 85m) 
UNSW 1314 Sri 6m, Nepean Asan 0 


Sydney 
Wollangong Wolves 2 UNSW 0, Nepean Association 
2 Bathurst City Panthers 0. 


ARRIVE ALIVE RSW WOMENS 
STATE LEAGUE: ROUND 2: 
FIRST GRADE: Syney University 4 (M 
emia ong IK SS me apy ea) 
Blacktown Districts 0, Roselands Raptors 0 St George 
‘Association 6 (L Townson 15m A Koncurat x 5), 
Hawkesbury City 0 Granville Rage 4 (A Hulme tm N 
Eid 13m J Lin 15m A Petets-Mitchell 62m), 
Gladesville Ravens 2 (M Corderoy 14/15m) Souther, 
Branch 4 (R Coubrough 60m A Huxon 51m K French 
27188m), GRADE 21: Sydney University 2 Blacktown, 


PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE - ROUND 4: 

GRADE 13: Parramatta Eagles 5 Macarthur ams 
0, Sydney United 3 Newcastle United 1, Marconi 
‘Stallons 1 Central Coast United 0, Sydney Olympic 1 
Wollongong Wolves 2, Blacktown City Demons 3 
Bankstown City Cubs 0, Gladesvile Spirt SC 0 


1 APIA Lelchhardt Tigers 1. 

(GRADE 14: Parramatta Eagios 4 Macarfur Rams 
4, Sydney United 2 Neweastle United 3, Marconi 
Stalions 6 Ceriral Coast United 0, Sycney Olympic 1 
Wollongong Wolves 1, Blacktown City Demons 1 
Bankstown City Cubs 3, Gladesvile Spirt SC 1 
Hack Wanderers United 0, Sutherland Shire Sharks 
APIA Lekchhardt Tigers 1. 

GRADE 15: Parramatta Eagles 4 Macarthur ams 
0, Sydney United 1 Newcastle United 2, Marcon 
Stallions $ Central Coast United 1, Sydney Olympic 3 
‘Wollongong Wolves 1, Blacktown City Demons 1 
Bankstown City Cubs 0, Gladesvile Spidt SC. 4 
Hajduk Wanderers United 0, Sutherland Shire Sharks 
‘TAPIA Leichhardt Tigers 1. 

GRADE 16: Parramatta Eagles 1 Macarthur Fams 
©, Sydney United 3 Newcastle United 1, Marcon! 
Stallions 2 Central Coast United 1, Sydney Olympic 1 
Wollongong Wolves 2, Blacktown City Demons 0 
Bankstown City Cubs 0, Gladesvile Split SC 0 
Hoja Wanderers United 0, Guerand Sie Sharks 
2 APIA Leichhardt 

GAADE 16 Para 2 Eagles 4 Macarthur Rams 
0, Sydney United 0 Newcastle United 2, Marconi 
seein sl cone Lites re ome 
Wollongong Wolves 3, Blacktown City Demons 
Bankstown City Cubs 0, Gaon Spit S02 
Halduk Wanderers United 1, Sutherland Shire Sharks 
1 APIA Leichhardt Tigers 1. 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE - ROUND 4: 

GRADE 13: Penith Nepean United 2 Fairfield 
Bulls 1, St George 0 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1, 
Paramatia Star 2 Fraser Park-Canterbury 1, 
Granvite Rage 1 Schofields Scorpions 1, Manly 
Warringah Dolphins + Northem Tigers 0, Southern 
Branch 4 Hills United 2. 

GRADE 14: Penrith Nepean United 1 Fairfield 
Bulls 0, St (0 Bonnyriag White Eagles 0, 
Parramatta Star 1 Fraser Park-Ganterbury 1, 
Granvile Rage 3 Schofielts Scorlons 1, Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 2 Northem Tigers 1, Southern 


GRADE 15: Penth Nepean United 5 Falrfield 
Bulls 1, St George 1 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0, 
Parramatta Star 2 Fraser Patk-Canterbury 2, 
Granvile Rage 0 Schofields Scorpions 2, Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 0 Northem Taers 2, Southem 
Branch 3 Hills United 2, 

GRADE 16: Penvth Nepean United 0 Falfekd 
Bulls 0, St George 3 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2, 
Parramatta Star 2 Fraser Park-Canterbury 0, 
Granville Rage 1 Schofiekls Scorpions 4, Manly 

Dolphins 4 Northem Tyers 4, Southem 
Branch 3 His United 1. 

GRADE 18: Penrith Nepean United 0 Faitfiekd 
Bulls 3, St George 2 Bonnytigg White Eagles 3, 
Parramatta Star 4 Fraser Park-Canterbury 2, 
Granville Rage 3 Schofields Scorpions 5, Manly 
Warringah Dolphins 0 Northem Tigers 2, Souther 
Branch 1 Hifs United 2. 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE - RD 4: 

‘GRADE 13: Bathurst 75 Westem 0 Hurstvile City 
Minotaurs 0, Sydney Uni Easter Lions 1 Rockdale 
Cty Suns 0, Stanmore Hawks 1 Belmore Hercules 3, 
Mt Dutt Town Rangers 0 Canden Tigers 4, 
Wollongong United 6 Fiyde City 0, 

‘GRADE 14: Bathurst 75 Westem 4 Hursivile City 
Minotaurs 0, Sydney Uni Eastem Lions 0 Rockdale 
Cy Suns 0, Stanmore Hawks 0 Belmore Hercules 4, 
‘Mt Druitt Town Rangers Camden Tigers 0, 
‘Wollongong United 0 Ryde City 1. 

‘GRADE 15: Bathurst 75 Western 3 Hurstville Cty 
‘Minotaurs 9, Sydney Uni Eastern Uons 3 Rockdale 
ity Suns 0, Stanmore Hawks 0 Belmore Hercules 2, 
Mt Druitt Town Rangers 1 Camden Tigers 2, 
‘Wollongong Urited 0 Ryde City 2. 

GRADE 16: Bathurst 75 Western 2 Hurstville City 
Minotaurs 4, Sydney Uni Eastem Uons 2 Rockdale 
City Suns 9, Stanmore Hawks 0 Belmore Hercules 4, 
Mt Dru Town Rangers 0 Camden Tigers 1, 
Wollongong United 1 Ryde City 1. 

‘GRADE 18: Bathurst 75 Westem 0 Hurstville City 
Minotaurs 0, Sydney Uni Eastern Lions 7 Rockdale 


City Suns 2, Stanmore Hawks 5 Belmore Hercules 1 
Mt Druitt Town Rangers 1 Camden Tigers 8, 
Wollongong United 1 Rysle City 8. 


‘S.S. GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 4: 

GRADE 12: Wollongong Wolves 1 Blacktown 
Districts 4, Sutherland Association 3 St George 
‘Associaton 0, Marconi { Central Coast FC 1, UNSW 
0 Manly Warringah Doiphins 8, Macarthur Rams 4 
Northam Tigers 1, Nepean Association 4 Souther 


Branch 0. 
GRADE 14: “Wollongong Wolves 1 Blacktown 
Sutherland 


Districts 0, ‘Association 0 St George 
‘Assocation 0, Marconi 2 Central Coast FC 2, UNSW 
0 Manly Warringah Dolphins 4, Macarthur Rams 3 
NNorthem Tigers 0, Nepean Association 3. Souther 
Branch 


1 
GRADE 16: Wollongong Wolves 3 Blacktown 
Districts 4, Sutherland Association 4 St George 
AAssotiation 0, Marconi 1 Central Coast FO 1, UNSW 
41 Manly Wartngah Dolphins 11, Macarthur Rams 5 
Northam Tigers 1, Nepean Association 0 Souther, 
ranch 2, 


GRADE 11: Kuring-gai Association 2 Canterbury 
‘Association 2, Central Coast Association 3 Eastem 
‘Suburbs Association 0, Nepean Association 4 Maniy 
Warringah Association 1, Gladesvile Homsby 
Associaion 0 Granvile Association 2, Blacktown 
‘Association 0 Souther Districts Association 2, 
Wawarra Association 3 Souther Branch 1, Macarthur 
Associalon 1 Sutherland Association 3. 


GRADE 12: Ku-ring-gai Association 0 Canterbury 
Association 2, Central Coast Association 2 Eastem 
‘Subutbe Association 2, Nepean Assocation Y Manly 


Association 6 Southem Districts Association 0, 
Mawarre Association 3 Souther Branch 0, Macarthur 
‘Associaion 1 Sutherland Association 0, 


For the latest tables and results go to www.-soccernsw.com.au/comps 
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For all your Soccer accessories including boxed style 
goal nets, coaching hurdles, grides poles, training 
domes, fast feet ladders and the 2004 coaches diary, 


contact Bill, Roy or Norm at Soccer Wearhouse. 


Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8614 4438 
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Will Belconnen still be cheering after 
meeting Ozdenak’s Crescent Star 
side on Saturday? 
BELCONNEN BLUE DEVILS V 
SYDNEY CRESCENT STAR 

This looms as a very interesting Cup tie indeed, 
Crescent Star are on the crest of a wave and with 
their finals hopes very much alive and the team fir- 
ing on all cylinders the Canberra side had better be 
prepared for a tougher fight than they had to put up 
last time. 

Orhan Dincer and teenage discovery Tolgay 
Ozbey are forming a formidable partnership togeth- 
ernow and it has yielded many goals - especially for 
the 17year-old Ozbey. 

‘The whole side has settled down well in the 
Premier competition and slowly but surely moved 
into the position to challenge for the finals’ spot they 
seek in their first season in the League. 

This is a Cup game but with $20,000 at stake the 
Crescent Star club intends to take this game very 
seriously indeed. 

Having beaten Parramatta away at their latest 
start this form side will be gunning for the Blue 
Devils for sure. 

‘The Star side did lose fringe player Volkan Kir to 
a broken leg last week but will travel with a full 
strength side to play Belconnen on Saturday other- 
wise. 

The Blue Devils will be without two suspended 
players but welcome back Adrian Dowling to the 
defence for this important match. 

David Arranz and Mike Katz picked up their fifth 
cautions of the season from Nick Asargiotis at 
Jensen Park on Sunday and coach Chris Tanzey 


: Home n 
03-04-04 
04-04 
-04-04 
03-04-04 A 


Blacktown City Demons 
Belconnen Blue Devils 
Bonnyrigg White 

P.LA. Leichhardt Tigers 


feels that he has enough depth to cover for the pair. 
"T have some very good youngsters I'd like to give 
arun to,” he said. 
15-year-old Tim Davidson, who scored a couple 
against the Bankstown Under 20s and had an outing 
in the last round against St George, looks a good 
candidate for selection on the bench once more. 


BLACKTOWN CITY DEMONS v 
PENRITH PANTHERS 

‘There is a lot of conjecture surrounding this game 
after both clubs attempted to have this cup tie played 
on Friday night. With both coaches Brian Brown 
and Tony Rasmussen looking to use the Saturday as 
an opportunity to relax. with their players at the 
Golden Slipper at Rosehill, it seems such is not to be 
and that the game is set for decision on Saturday 
night. 

Blacktown City looks likely to include a number 
of new faces in their line-up as they nurse a long 
injury list. Marcus Phillips, Mark Milligan, Simon 
Catanzaro, Dane Hokin and Ben Willard are all 
expected to be ruled out with injury with coach 
Brian Brown to look through his under-20 squad in 
a bid to fill some holes, 

“We are really scraping the bottom of the barrel at 
present to put fifteen fit men together for the first 
grade squad,” Brown said, “the aim this week is to 
see who is fit at training on Thursday night and go 
from there, but it could provide a number of fringe 
players and youngsters an opportunity to make their 
first grade debuts.” 

Penrith coach Tony Rasmussen does not have any 
such worries, despite losing defender Malcolm 
Meilak to a suspected broken leg against Crescent 
Star last Sunday, Ryan Noble, who has been in 
exceptional form filling in for Meilak at sweeper is 
expected to remain there with Jason Sciberras the 
other likely candidate for a promotion. 

“We'd like nothing better than to put another one 
over on Blacktown this year,” Rasmussen said, 
“especially at Gabbie Stadium where they remain 
such a dominant side, The loss to Crescent Star was 
disappointing and we have marked this game as an 
‘opportunity to put ourselves back into a winning 
frame of mind.” 

In the lead-up to this game Penrith knocked over 
Stan Ackerley’s Schofields Scorpions 2-1 at Cook 
Park followed by the Fairfield Bulls 4-3. Blacktown 
made their way through to the Quarter Finals beat- 
ing Blacktown Association 7-1 and then Hajduk 
‘Wanderers United 4-1 in round four. 


BONNYRIGG WHITE EAGLES v 
ROCKDALE CITY SUNS 
Bonyrigg’s season has seen more highs and lows 
than a fiddlers elbow but with a spot in the 


Continental Cup Tyres Cup semi-final on the line, 
will it be them or the Suns that put their best foot 
forward this week? 

Raging hot one week, cold as ice the next, 
Bonnyrigg have struggled for any consistency this 
year, but in cup competition they have been ruthless, 
winning their way through over Hurstville ZSC and 
Liverpool Bossy. 

“We have some exceptional talent in our squad it 
is just a matter of putting it together on the day,” 
White Eagles new midfield recruit Vuko Tomasevic 
said, “our coach Gordon Brown has helped us with 
our shape and playing a better style of football, all 
we need to do now is develop some consistency.” 

While their league season stands well and truly at 
the crossroads, a win over the Suns could see them 
move to within a game of a coveted grand final 
appearance and the opportunity to win some silver- 
ware. 

“We are well aware of the clubs expectation as a 
winnitigteam,” Tomasevic said, “and the fans would 
want nothing more than to see us in the Continental 
Cup Final.” 

Rockdale are another side to have seen the highs 
and lows. Coaching and personnel changes in the 
first half of the season has seen them turn an other- 
wise disappointing year around by making their way 
through to the quarter finals and a showdown with 
Bonnyrigg. 

“Our form hasn't been too bad in recent weeks,” 
coach Ivan Petkovic said, “we have been competi- 
tive in all our games and if we can show some fur- 
ther improvement in our midfield, I have no doubts 
we can compete with any side in the competition.” 

Petkovic has no major problems but will be with- 
out Tony Ju, who is currently in the midst of'a two- 
game suspension. Having beaten Fairfield City 
Lions and Fraser Park in round three and four, the 
Suns will start as overwhelming favourites as they 
‘4ttempt to unravel the White Eagles at The Serbian 
Centre, 


A.P.1.A.-LEICHHARDT V 
CANTERBURY-MARRICKVILLE 

A.PILA.'s last win in the Premier League was 
against the Berries at Lambert Park, and their Cup 
games have been the only ones other than that iso- 
lated game, in recent months, that have produced a 
win, as strange as that may seem, 

Out of their last eight league games A.PLLA. has 
won only once and they will be looking to restore 
some pride and lost confidence in this Cup game, 
the competition offering them their only hope of sil- 
verware this season. 

Tigers! coach Les De Celis is at his wit's end to 
end the malaise that hangs over Lambert Park. He 
has the daunting task of lifting his side for this game 
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Gabbie Stadium 


ABSW's own Varija ‘The Legs’ Ivesa is 
going to have a lot of ground to cover 
when Crescent Star take on Belconnen 


and freely admits that some of his experienced cam- 
paigners may have seen duty in one sortie too many, 
and may not be the players they once were. 

He cannot change much at this late stage of the 
season and is sweating on new signing, Jim Nikas, 
who is overcoming a niggling hamstring strain. 
Nikas, who came on briefly in the previous round 
against Sutherland Sharks, had to come off half-an- 
hour into the game against Parramatta Eagles. 

If Nikas is fit he seems sure to start and as a for- 
mer Canterbury player he is bound to have some- 
thing to prove. 

The Berries have been having a run that more or 
less mirrors that of the Tigers and it has only been 
their Cup form that has kept their supporters smil- 
ing. 

Here, one of these two neighbouring clubs will 
miss out and it is anybody's guess whe it will be, 
such is the lack of confidence surrounding both 
camps these days. 

Former A.PILA. keeper Bob Catlin is back, as 
coach for the Berries and like striker Steve 
Karavatakis he will be keen to show what the 
Lambert Park club is missing out on. 

Karavatakis scored four against Hakoah but 
dipped out in the last round, so will be keen to add 
to his tally here, He may well finish the season with 
the biggest cup and league aggregate tally of the lot 
if he can bag some goals here and help his side 
advance to the lucrative semi-final stage, 


lime 
19;00 


With 2004 Winter Season approaching contact Bill, 
Roy or Norm at the Soccer Wearhouse for Special ~ 
Prices on Bulk Orders of Patrick, Attack, Lotto, 
Covo and Mitre soccer balls. 
Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 
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top of the ladder 


By Aimee Brown 


lhe North West Sydney Koalas 

are on top of the Arrive alive 

NSW Womens Super League 
table following their 3-1 victory over 
Marconi in this weekend’s match of the 
round. 

‘The match started off evenly, with both 
teams not afraid to take the game to the 
other. Marconi showed early signs that 
they meant business with some crisp 

| passing, and had their best opportunity in 
the 6th minute when Alicia Cavanagh 
directed a header towards the goal, but 
the Koalas’ keeper Cassie Kell, easily 
intercepted her attempt. As the game 
developed, play was predominantly in 
Marconi’s final third of the field. Both 
teams creating many opportunities, but 
unfortunately, no goals were forthcoming 
in the first half. 

Hayley Todd opened the scoring for 
the Koalas ten minutes after the» break, 
with Heidi Lavis extending the lead 
shortly after with a fantastic -goal 

| launched into the top left comer follow- 
ing a cross from Jo Burgess on the right. 
Marconi’s captain, Lisa Warrener, 


responded for Marconi with a well-taken 
goal from close- range, leaving Kell with 
little chance of saving. 

In the closing stages Marconi had more 
opportunities, with Kristy Rohrer getting 
the ball down the left side and into their 
final third. But the Koalas seized what 
opportunities they had and sealed the 
game when substitute, Danielle Calvi 
came on and made a solo run down the 
centre before laying off to Jo Burgess, for 
an easy tap in. 

Although unhappy with the result, 
Marconi felt they had played a good 
game. Their coach, Eric Van Arkel, said 
that the team did well despite missing a 
few key players and making a few silly 
mistakes. 

“The opportunities were there, and if 
we had equalised when the score was 2-1, 
the final result could have been quite dif- 
ferent,” he said. Van Arkel has a positive 
outlook for his team for the season and 
believes they will come together for a 
successful season, 

‘The Koalas’ coaches, Leigh Wardell 
and Michael Beckett, were’ extremely 
pleased with the final result, “especially 
considering I’m a new coach at the club 


NSL Grand Final 2003/04 


"KEEP IT IN THE FAMILY" 


As a member of the Soccer NSW family, we 
extend to you a limited offer of discounted Grand 
Final tickets. Just $12 gets you a spot at the 
game of the year. For more information go to: 
www.soccermsw.com.au 
or phone 8814 4417 / 8814 4418 


Sunday 4 April 2004 
Parramatta Power v Perth Glory 
Gates open 1:00pm 
Grand Final Kick-off 3:00pm 
@ Parramatta Stadium 


Arrive alivé Nsw womens 


SUPE? S&S» 


and we have picked up some new play- 
ers,” said Wardell. Michael Beckett said 
that the newer players could lear from 
the mote experienced players, and that 
they are working on improving how the 
girls play together. 

In other games, fresh from their open- 
ing round win, UNSW headed down to 
Wollongong to face the Wolves at 
Lysaghts Oval. Unfortunately for the vis- 
itors, Wollongong came out on top witha 
2-1. victory in a pretty tight affair, Both 
teams had opportunities to take the 
points, but bad luck and the woodwork 
denied both on occasion. 

After a scoreless first half, UNSW 
broke the deadlock on the hour when 
Alex Smith slotted home a one-on-one 
with Wolves keeper, Dimitra Poulos. 


Wollongong responded shortly after, fol- 
lowing to some sloppy defending by the 
students, which allowed Vanessa Mann to 
score the equaliser from within the box. 
‘Taryn Ruiz secured the points and a share 
of the league lead for the Wolves five 
minutes before time catching UNSW on 
the break. 

Sutherland Association drew one-all 
with the Macarthur Rams at the Ridge 
Soccer Fields. There were many chances 
for both teams, but attempts at goal were 
mostly unsuccessful due to both teams 
struggling to maintain ball possession. 

Tt was a lively game that did not see 
play concentrated in any part of the field, 
but spread evenly throughout. 

The Macarthur Rams were 1-nil up at 
half time courtesy of Leena Khamis, goal 


SS foe 

but Sutherland came back to equalise in 
the 69th minute via Leanne Wood, The 
‘score was unchanged for the remainder of 
the match, and draw a fair result for both 
concemed. 

In the remaining fixture, Bathurst City 
Panthers headed to Sydney to face 
Nepean Association at Cook Park. Both 
teams sharing the points in a goal-less 
affair, the highlight of which was a penal- 
ty save by the Panthers keeper, late in the 


‘The match between the NSW 
‘Academy and Manly Warringah Dolphins 


that Valentine Sports Park is being pre- 
pared for the upcoming Friendship 
games, This fixture has been rescheduled 
for June 2004, 


Cully takes a bo 


Long-standing Soccer 
NSW identity Bill Cullinan 
has retired as Manager of the 
Soccer Wearhouse today 
March 26. 

Before heading off to semi- 
fetirement on the Central 
Coast, Bill said “I’m going to 
miss the work, but most of all 
the people.” 

This is a position Bill has 
held for the past nine years 
with the former Amateurs, 
then with the first Soccer 
NSW, and now the unified 
body. Bill has been the major 
force in building up the 
Wearhouse’s tumoverftom a 
few tens of thousands annual- 
ly to around $1.3 million in 
2004. 

His concept for the 
Wearhouse has always been 
clear: to provide a service to 
members to help keep costs 
down. Bill will continue “as 
Competitions Secretary to the 
Council of Associations, 
which is an elected position. 
He will also continue to act as 


P 


HOUSE 


a consultant to the Soccer 
Wearhouse, 


assistant, Roy Ashpole, 


Bill & Pam Cullinan at the 2003 State Dinner 


es With 2004 Winter Season approaching contact Bill, 
"| Roy or Norm at the Soccer Wearhouse for Special 
.. Prices on Bulk Orders of Patrick, Attack, Lotto, 


Covo and Mitre soccer balls. 
Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 6514 4438 


Pam will be able to manage 

‘We wish Bill all the bestin him round the house rather 
Bill’s position as Manager his retirement from this part of — more than in the past. 

will be taken over of longtime his soccer work, and hope that 
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-Rome have done the image of Italian football no good at all. 
In fact the ugly scenes were amongst-the worst ever in recent 
years. 

The referee eventually abandoned the Roma-Lazio derby when 
the score was 0-0 when the false news, that a child had died, cir- 
culated around the ground. 

How three hooligans, despite all the security and police pres- 
ence, could have made their way onto the ground to discuss the 
matter with both captains, Francesco Totti of Roma and Sinisa 
Mihaijlovic of Lazio, is beyond belief 

It's simply farcical when this happens, 

They had their moment in the spotlight and it is now time for 
the legal authorities to make sure that these three are severely pun- 
ished for their actions. 

The violence on the streets prior to and after the game was sim- 
ply a disgrace. Riot police were in action trying to stop hooligans 
lighting fires, trashing cars and causing malicious damage to any 
propery that they encountered. 

Sadly for Italian football it is these off-field events that are con- 
tinuing to dominate the headlines when the on-field action should 
tbe making the news, One can only hope that this plague is elimi- 
nated and that new generations of supporters are better educated as 
to what is a socially acceptable standard of behaviour at football 
matches, 


kkk 
tefano Tacconi, the former Juventus and Italy goalkeeper, has 
Tetumed to the sport as a president of a Third Division (Serie 
C1) team, 

Tacconi, who took over in goals for Juventus when the great 
Dino.Zoff retired in 1984 and who went on to play for Italy, said 
that he would never return to football unless it was as a club pres- 
ident, 

It seems now that Tacconi has got his wish. He will be President 
of Varese and could end up buying 40% of the shares of the 
Northern Italian club. 

‘Tacconi, who may be remembered by Australian fans when 
Juventus toured here in 1984 especially for his fiery temper during 
that series, has stated that he will have similar powers in his club 
to what Gianpiero Boniperti has at Juventus. 

‘Varese are hoping to remain in the Third Division because at the 
moment they languish near the bottom of the table, In Tacconi they 
hhope to have the person who can tum their dreams into reality. 

ae Re 
‘twas mentioned last week in this column and now it seems 
that it will come to fruition — Italian Prime Minister and AC 
Milan President, Silvio Berlusconi, has stated that the government 
will intervene and come to the rescue of financially stricken clubs. 

Even the Deputy Prime Minister has stated that the government 
has a responsibility to help soccer because of its importance to 
Italy. 

‘There are no arguments on his point that soccer is extremely 
important to Italy and the Italian people but the fact that the gov- 
‘ernment is willing to help clubs in financial difficulty is making a 
mockery of clubs that have managed their finances well. 

It is unethical for a government to step in and help clubs that 
have had no regard for basic financial ethics and standards and at 
times very little regard for even taxation laws. 

The problem is the precedent that such a decision may create. 
In the future when clubs get into financial strife, most of which is 
their own doing, will the government be willing to step in and help 
out agein? 

Rothe og. alas 
ak ‘one is going to stop AC Milan from winning the Serie A 
Scudetto and even the UEFA Champions League. It may be 
a bold prediction but AC Milan look to be unstoppable, 

AC Milan will defend their Champions League title with great 
vigour and they are well clear of nearest rivels Juventus and Roma 
in the race for the Scudetto, 

Tt seems that finally coach Carlo Ancelotti will win a Scudetto 
after failing so miserably at Parma and Juventus, 

And where. does that leave the great Paolo Maldini? Arguably 
the greatest Italian defender to have:ever pulfed on football boots, 
he will surely want to end his career on a high. 

Maldini is a true legend of the sport and an absolutely loyal ser- 
vant to AC Milan — he has never played for any other club — and 
it would be fitting for him to go out on top, However, given that he 
is still playing marvelous football, there may be a few more sea- 
sons left in the great defender. 

ke 
OC. readers can tune into 98.5 FM on Sunday nights at 
10.00pm for all the latest soccer news locally and abroad 
with myself, Joseph Carlucci, Mark Stavroulakis, Robert 
Scarselletta and Stuart Jones. 


JUVENTUS -3 
MODENA .........1 


‘uyentus kept their slim titles hopes alive with an 

i ‘victory. Enzo Maresca broke the dead- 
lock 12 minutes after the restart with a well-placed 
‘header from a Mauro Camoranesi comer and David 
‘Trezeguet added a second with a header from the 
same source, 

Four minutes later substitute Massimo 
Marazzina gave Modena hope when he headed 
home a Fabio Vignaroli free-kick. 

‘Trezeguet secured the points with a right foot 
blast after some nice work by Pavel Nedved, leay- 
ing Juve nine points behind leaders AC Milan with 
seven matches left. 


AC MILAN ........2 
CHIEVO VERONA ...2 


M lan needed a last-gasp header from Andriy 
Shevchenko to take a point after struggling 
against the ‘Flying Donkeys'. 

Giuseppe Sculli put Chievo ahead in the 22nd 
minute with a clinical finish after Brazilian 
Luciano had opened up the Milan defence. 

Then Italy midfielder Simone Perrotta left Paolo 
Maldini standing with a brilliant turn before beat- 
ing Dida with a thundering drive to make it 2-0. 

Ten minutes from the end Andrea Pirlo pulled 
one back for Milan with a bending 30-metre drive 
before Shevchenko's header in the seventh minute 
of injury time from a Rui Costa cross gave Milan a 
valuable point. 


EMPOLI.... =O 


pee early scare when Empoli were 
awarded a penalty but Sebastien Frey pulled off 
a fine save to foil Antonio Di Natale's spot kick. 

Simone Barone put the home side ahead in the 
36th minute with an outstanding chip and an 
Alberto Gilardino penalty made it 2-0. 

Gilardino struck again with a smart side-foot fin- 
ish to make it 3-0 before Australian Mark 
Bresciano completed the rout 11 minutes from the 
end. 


PERUGIA .........1 


LAZIO... eee 
A brilliant overhead kick from Stefano Fiore put 

io on their way to an important victory at 
Perugia. 


SERIE B 


Atalanta 0 Palermo 0, Ascoli 0 Torino 0, Bari 
1 Venezia 2, Catania 1 Genoa 0, Como 0 
Fiorentina 2, Napoli 1 Cagliari 0, Pescara 1 
Messina 2, Ternana 1 Livorno 2, Treviso 2 
Ayellino 1, Triestina 0 Piacenza 0, Verona 0 
Salernitana 0, Vicenza 1 Albinoleffe 0. 


P WDE F A Pt 
1. Palermo 35 16 13 50 -2961 
2.Messina 35 15 13 51-3458 
3. Livorno 35 14 15 50-3557 
4. Atalanta 35-13-17 41 -3056 
5. Piacenza 34 14 13 34-2655 
6, Ternana 35 14 12 47-3754 
7. Cagliari 35 13 14 54-3653 
-3953 
-3951 
-3550 
-3250 
3749 
3345 
34.42 
40.40 


8. Fiorentina 35 13 14 41 
9. Triestina CE) ae I 2 
10. Catania = 35:13 IY 40 
1. Vicenza 35:12 «14 37 
12. Torino 35 12 13 45 
13. Napoli 35:9 18 26 


14. Treviso. 35 9 15 32 

15. Ascoli 3509) 13 36 
16. Genoa 35:9 13 13 34 -4140 
17. Venezia =-35 913 -38.40 
18. Albinoleffe 35 10 10 31-4340 
19, Verona oon a2! = 4739 
20. Salemitana 34 10 9 15 -3839 
21. Pescara 35.9 11 1S 28 -43 38 
22. Bari 35.8 10 36 4934 
23. Como 35.7 Mt 28 
24. Avellino 35 4 13 33 


4532 
$225 
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Fiore calmly controlled a Robert Muzzi pass and 
with his back to the goal unleashed an unstoppable 
shot that found the back of the net past keeper 
Zeljko Kalac, 

Youngster Roberto Brienza equalised for 
Perugia four minutes after the break, slicing into 
the box and firing past keeper Matteo Sereni. 
However, Giuliano Gannichedda's close range 
effort eight minutes later secured an important win 
for fourth-placed Lazio. 


REGGINA .........0 


INTER MILAN ......2 
ixth-placed Inter got their bid for a place in next 
‘season's Champions League back on track. 

An Emiliano Bonazzoli own goal put Alberto 
Zaccheroni's side on their way, the Reggina striker 
heading an Alvaro Recoba comer into his own net. 

Another error handed Inter their second goal in 
injury time when Stefano Torrisi made a hash of a 
back pass, knocking it into the path of Adriano who 
slotted into an empty goal. 


ROMA ...........1 
BOLOGNA ........2 


ologna severely dented Roma's scudetto hopes 
with a shock 2-1 victory over at the Olympic 
Stadium. 

In-form Bologna took a 25th-minute lead with 
Fabio Pecchia's close range effort but Antonio 
Cassano equalised nine minutes later with his 12th 
goal of the season, tapping in a Christian Panucci 
header. 

After the break captain Francesco Totti came 
close to giving Roma the lead but it was Bologna 
who enjoyed most of the possession and deserved- 
ly took full advantage when the unmarked Igli Tare 
headed home in the 77th minute to give Bologna 


their third straight victory. 
BRESCIA .........5 
ANCONA . see 


ier European Footballer of the Year Roberto 

Baggio scored two fine goals as Brescia con- 

demned Ancona to a record 29th Serie A game 
without a win. 

Baggio opened the scoring in the 23rd minute 
with a cracking shot from the edge of the area and 
‘six minutes later Stefano Mauri doubled Brescia's 
lead with a great left-foot strike, 

Ancona fought back to level with a goal from 
Croatian Milan Rapaic and a Giampiero Maini 
penalty but another great finish, this time from 
Giuseppe Colucci ensured Brescia went in 3-2 up 
at the break. 

Andrea Caracciolo added the fourth before 
Baggio completed the rout with a sublime chip 
from outside the area, his 202nd Serie A goal. 


SAMPDORIA .......2 
LECCE ce a waa wee 


jesco Flachi put Sampdoria ahead in the 
seventh minute after being put through by 
Fabio Bazzani and although an Emesto Chevanton 


celebrates after scoring a last minute 
equaliser In the 2-2 draw with Chlevo. 


Inter Milan's Obafemi Martins (right) is 
tackled by Reggina's Carlos Paredes, 
penalty brought the visitors level in the 37th 
minute, Flachi struck again just before the break 
with a superb shot on the tum. 

Samp looked on course for victory until Ivory 
Coast striker Cedric Konan grabbed an equaliser in 
the fourth minute of injury time. 


SIENA ........ 
UDINESE ...... 


Andre Flo's fifth-minute goal was enough 

to give Siena @ precious victory over Udinese 

and move the Tuscan club well clear of the drop 

zone. Udinese had Giampiero Pinzi sent off in stop- 
page time. 


Brescia 5 Ancona 2, Roma 1 Bologna 2, AC 
Milan 2 Chieyo 2, Parma 4 Empoli 0, 
Reggina 0 Inter 2, Perugia 1 Lazio 2, 
Sampdoria 2 Lecce 2, Juventus 3 Modena 1, 
Siena 1 Udinese 0. 


P 
1, Milan. 27 
2. Juventus 27 
3. Roma 
4, Lazio 
5, Parma 
6. Inter 
7. Udinese 
8. Sampdoria 
9. Bologna 
10/Chievo 
11. Brescia 
12. Siena 
13. Lecce 
14. Reggina 
15. Modena 
16, Empoli 
17. Perugia 
18. Ancona 


F A Pts 
55-1868 
54-3159 
56 -1357 
38-2844 
42-3744 
44 2743 
31-2939 
35-3438 
34-3834 
28° -3033 
42 -4631 
33-3930 
31 4328 
22-3727 
23-3725 
19 4423 
34-4722 
13-567 
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Birmingham's Mikael Forssell (left) hurdles a challenge from Leeds United's 
Didier Domi. 


ARSENAL .........1 
MANCHESTER UTD . .1 


tsenal's achievement of setting a record 30- 

match unbeaten run from the start of a sea- 

son in the top flight was tempered by a late 
equaliser from Louis Saha, who tapped in a cross 
from the right by fellow United substitute Ole 
Gunnar Solskjaer. 

Thierry Henry had put Arsenal in front five min- 
utes into the second half with a swerving 25-metre 
strike that deceived keeper Roy Carroll. 

Premier league leaders Arsenal's advantage over 
Chelsea was cut to seven points with eight games 
to go but they stayed 12 points in front of third- 
placed United. 


CHELSEA 5 
WOLVERHAMPTON . . 2 


immy Floyd Hasselbaink produced an aston- 
ishing hat-trick on his 32nd birthday to com- 
plete a fine Chelsea recovery after they had 
trailed 2-1 with 20 minutes left against the bottom 
club. 

Chelsea's fans continued to voice their support 
for manager Claudio Ranieri and their team was 
quickly in front thanks to Mario Melchiot after 
only four minutes. 

Wolves shocked their hosts when they levelled 
through Senegalese international Henri Camara, 
who took advantage of a defensive muddle after 23 
minutes. 

Jody Craddock's header from a comer made it 
2-1 to Wolves in the 58th-minute but Frank 


Lampard levelled with a fierce drive before substi- 
tute Hasselbaink, with a thunderbolt drive and two 
neat finishes in the space of 15 minutes, trans- 
formed one point into three, 


BIRMINGHAM CITY .4 
LEEDS UTD . a 


idfielder Bryan Hugh: 
Me Joan Finnish striker Mikael Taal 

added two more for Birmingham as Leeds 
moved closer to relegation. 

Australian Mark Viduka gave Leeds a dream 
start after three minutes but Hughes stabbed home 
an equaliser in a goalmouth melee and steered in a 
second after the break from a neat pass from Stan 
Lazaridis. Forssell hit the third afier running clean 
through on the break and then converted a penalty 
to complete the rout, 


BLACKBURN . | 
PORTSMOUTH . 2 


igerian Yakubu Aiyegbeni's goal eight min- 

utes from time earned struggling 

Portsmouth their first away league win of 
the season and renewed their hope of avoiding the 
drop. 

The visitors went in front through Teddy 
Sheringham's curling free kick after 17 minutes but 
Rovers hit back before halftime with Turkish mid- 
fielder Tugay Kerimoglu's twice deflected shot. 

Aiyegbeni's curlér, though, after a good run by 
Lomana LuaLva, lifted Pompey out of the relega- 
tion zone. 


Bolton's Bruno N'Gotty (right) slides In for a tackle on Newcastle United captain ‘Alan 
Shearer. 
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CHARLTON ........1 


ASTON VILLA .,....2 
arlton Cole boosted Charlton's Champions 
League hopes with an eighth-minute header 
but Villa are making a late run up the table. 

and they levelled after 24 minutes through England 

striker Darius Vassell. 

Villa started the second period strongly and 
‘iloyd Samuel's well-placed shot made it 2-1. The 
visitors could have had more, although Claus 
Jensen missed a late penalty that would have 
eared Chariton an undeserved point. 


EVERTON .........1 


MIDDLESBROUGH ..1 
anadian Tomasz Radzinski gave Everton the 
( lead after beating ‘Boro defender Chris 
Riggott in the 78th-minute but the League 
Cup winners gained an unlikely point when 
Joseph-Desire Job scrambled the ball in following 
a comer five minutes later. 


MANCHESTER CITY .0 


FULHAM .........0 
( yy boss Kevin Keegan was absent for this 

game against one of his former clubs due to 

‘a bad back but he did not miss much. 

Referee Jeff Winter denied both sides what 

appeared to be clear penalties in the second half, 
with the claims of City's Jonathan Macken and 
Fulham's Luis Boa Morte waved away to the bewil- 
derment of all. 


SOUTHAMPTON . 


TOTTENHAM . 
S outhampton had the better chances against a 


disappointing Spurs side and earned the 
points with one of the goals of the season 
after 64 minutes. 

Norwegian defender Claus Lundekvam headed 
the ball back and Rory Delap executed a stupen- 
dous overhead kick to settle the match in spectacu- 
lar style with a very special first goal of the season. 


BOLTON ..........1 


NEWCASTLE UTD ...0 
triker Henrik Pedersen scored a freak goal in 
S the fourth minute with a speculative, high lob 
from a tight angle out on the edge of the box 
with Newcastle keeper Shay Given well off his 
line. 

As Given scrambled back too late, the ball came 
down behind him, landing just outside the goal line 
and bouncing up into the roof of the net to give 
Bolton victory and lift them nine points clear of the 
relegation zone. 


LEICESTER CITY ...0 


LIVERPOOL .......0 
iverpool midfielder Bruno Cheyrou came 
closest to breaking the deadlock at Leicester 
when he hit the woodwork as his side moved 

‘one point above Newcastle United in the race for 

fourth place and a Champions League qualifying 

berth, 


FIXTURES 


irmingham City 4 Leeds Utd 1, Blackburn 1 
Portsmouth 2, Charlton 1 Aston Villa 2, Chelsea 5 
Wolverhampton 2, Everton 1 Middlesbrough 1, 
Manchester City 0 Fulham 0, Southampton 1 Tottenham 
0, Arsenal 1 Manchester Utd 1, Bolton 1 Newcastle Utd 0, 
Leicester City 0 Liverpool 0. 


BE 
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Wolverhampton 


FIRST D 


Bradford 1 Burnley 2, Cardiff 2 Sheffield Utd 1, 
Coventry 1 Reading 2, Norwich 1 Stoke 0, Notts Forest 2 
Crewe 0, Rotherham 1 Preston 0, Sunderland 2 Derby 1, 
Walsall 1 Millwall 1, Watford 1 Wigan 1, West Bromwich 
2 Crystal Palace 0, West Ham 2 Gillingham 1, Wimbledon 
1 Ipswich 2. 


Wimbledon 


Blackpool 1 Stockport 1, Chesterfield 4 Grimsby 4, 
Colchester 0 Peterborough 0, Hartlepool 1 Brentford 2, 
Oldham 2 Wycombe 3, Plymouth 0 Wrexham 0, Port Vale 
2 Bristol City 1, QPR 1 Luton 1, Rushden & Diamonds 0 
Bournemouth 3, Sheffield Wed 2 Brighton 1, Swindon 1 
Barnsley 1, Tranmere 4 Notts County 0. 


Plymouth 


QPR 
Bristol City 


Colchester 
Blackpool 
Tranmere 
Rushden & D'monds 
Oldham 
Chesterfield 
Peterborough 
Brentford 
Grimsby 
Stockport 
Notts County 
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onaldo netted twice as Real Madrid swept 
aside Sevilla 5-1 at the Bernabeu to retain 
their place at the top of the Primera Liga. 

Santiago Solari got the ball rolling for Madrid 
after six minutes before Brazilian superstar Ronaldo 
doubled the lead on the stroke of half-time. 

Julio Baptista halved the deficit but goals from 
Zinedine Zidane, Michel Salgado and another from 
Ronaldo wrapped up the points, 

Valencia maintained its pursuit of the leadership 
following their 3-0 win over Racing Santander. 

Valencia also enjoyed a comfortable outing with 
two goals from in-form winger Vicente following a 
Racing own goal by Diaz Ayoze which had given 
Rafael Benitez's team the lead after only eight min- 
utes at El Sardinero stadium. 

A last-minute own goal gifted Deportivo Coruna a 
2-1 win over Real Sociedad. 

Deportivo went ahead in the 11th minute with a 
shot from Uruguayan striker Walter Pandiani but the 
home side equalised just before halftime when 

}} Turkey's Nihat Kahveci shrugged off two challenges 
and drilled the ball into the comer. 


ermany's most high-profile match of the 

weekend lived up to expectation as 10- 

man league leaders Werder Bremen 
earned an enthralling 4-4 draw with third-placed 
Stuttgart. 

The scoring began early as Stuttgart took the lead 
after just three minutes when Marcelo Bordon head- 
ed home, but Bremen hit back 11 minutes later when 
Ivan Klasnic rifled the ball into the hosts’ net. 

‘The league leaders were behind again before half 
an hour had been played, however, when Bordon 
scored a second, but Klasnic again cancelled out the 
goal with a cool finish. 

Bremen went ahead two minutes before the break 
through Ailton but their lead only lasted until the 
50th minute when defender Bordon completed his 
hat-trick, 

Stuttgart took the lead for the third time on 69 
minutes when Marco Streller curled home but 
Ailton's second almost immediately ensured his side 
extended their unbeaten run to 17 games. 

Bayern Munich had Owen Hargreaves to thank for 
keeping their faint title hopes alive after the England 
midfielder scored a crucial late goal in the Bavarian 
giants’ 5-2 win over Monchengladbach. 


tive La Liga victory and equal their best ever win- 
ning run in the league, which dates back to the 
1950s, 

Real Zaragoza boosted their hopes of surviving 
the drop and in the process dealt fellow strugglers 
Celta Vigo a hammer blow in front of their own fans 
at the Balaidos Stadium, winning 2-0. 

Zaragoza entered the game in 16th place, six 
points and two places above Celta, who occupied 


the third and final relegation spot. 


Real Madrid's Roberto Carlos (left) fights for 
the ball against Sevilla's Darlo Sliva. 


break the deadlock until the second minute of injury 
time. Sociedad defender Aitor Lopez Rekarte tried to 
clear the ball over the bar under pressure from 
Deportivo striker Diego Tristan in the penalty area 
but drove it high into his own net. 

Barcelona missed out on the chance to extend their 
winning run because torrential rain in Seville forced 
their game at Real Betis to be postponed. 

Barca were seeking to record their 10th consecu- 


Schalke’s Ebbe Sand (left), goalscorer 
Michael Delura (centre) and Eduard 
Glieder, celebrate Delura’s goal against 
Bochum, 


Second-placed Bayern had appeared to be cruising 
to an easy win after goals from Samuel Kuffour and 
Roque Santa Cruz and a penalty from Roy Makaay - 
his 19th goal of the season - put them 3-0 in front 
three minutes into the second half, 

But a quickfire double from Gladbach's Czech 
striker Vaclav Sverkos left Bayern jittery, until 
Hargreaves banished the embarrassing spectre of a 
Gladbach comeback with the fourth two minutes 
from time, shortly before Michael Ballack netted a 
fifth. 

Bayer Leverkusen's aim of sealing a spot in the 
pre-qualifying. stages of next season's Champions 
‘League is back on course after they recorded a sec- 
ond successive win, defeating struggling Hertha 
Berlin 4-1. 

After Brazilian defender Marcelinho had given the 
visitors a shock early lead, Leverkusen strikers 
Dimitar Berbatov and Franca both scored twice to 
ensure Klaus Augenthaler's men romped to a com- 
manding success. 

‘Two late goals condemned fifth-placed Bochum to 
a 2-1 home defeat by Schalke and Peter Neururer's 


And it was Zaragoza who grabbed the spoils in 
what could prove to be a crucial encounter come the 
end-of-season shake-up, Alvaro put the cup winners 
ahead on 75 minutes before Jorge Yordi made sure 
by netting in injury time. 

Rock-bottom Real Murcia enjoyed a 2-0 win over 
out-of-form Mallorca thanks to goals from Jose Luis 
Acciari and Michel although relegation is still look- 
ing likely for John Toshack's side, who are 12 points 
adrift of safety. 

Villarreal's UEFA Cup heroes could only manage 
a 0-0 draw at home to Atletico Madrid as both sides 
fight to qualify for the tournament next season. 

Sonny Anderson for Villarreal and Fernando 
‘Torres for the visitors had a number of chances 


} between them but neither managed to find the net, 


Valladolid's mid-table clash with Osasuna ended 
in a 1-1 draw, with Roberto Losada's goal for 
Valladolid being cancelled out by a second-half 
Richard Morales strike. 

Malaga dropped two points in their bid to seal a 
place in next season's UEFA Cup after they could 
manage no more than a disappointing 1-1 draw at 
home to lowly Albacete. 

‘The southern club could have*moved level with 
sixth place but this draw keeps them fh eighth. 

And it could haye been even worse for Malaga, 
who trailed to Fabiano Pereira's first-half strike until 
10 minutes from the end, when Diego Alonso scored 
to rescue a point, 


side are now three points adrift of Leverkusen. 

Martin Meichelbeck put Bochum ahead in the first 
half, but Thomas Klasener (78) and: Michael Delura 
(83) ensured Schalke came away with three points 
that moves the wealthy Gelsenkirchen club into 
sixth. 

Matthias Sammer's Dortmund looked to be on 
course for a win at lowly Hannover after Torsten 
Frings had given them an early lead, 

But Dortmund squandered numerous chances, and 
they were ultimately punished for their profligacy 
when substitute Ahmed Madouni handled inside the 
penalty area and Thomas Christiansen converted the 
spot-kick. 

Hansa Rostock gave their faint UEFA Cup hopes 
a much-needed boost with a 3-1 win over Wolfsburg. 

Magnus Arvidsson gave Hansa the perfect start 
when he opened the scoring early in the game, but 
the home fans were silenced when Pablo Quatrocchi 
equalised after 26 minutes. 

But Hansa's heads did not drop and they had 
regained control of the match by half-time, first 
through the prolific Martin Max and then Uwe 
Mohrle, 

1860 Munich gave their survival hopes a signifi- 
cant boost by prevailing 3-0 at fellow strugglers 
Eintracht Frankfurt. 

Goals from Andreas Gorlitz, Matthias Lehman 
and Paul Agostino saw 1860 secure a vital three 
points to lift them four points clear of the drop zone. 

‘However, the result is a major blow to Eintracht 
who remain just one place above the bottom-three 
sides. 

Freiburg heaped more sorrow on bottom club 
Cologne with a resounding 3-0 triumph. 

Marcel Koller's outfit remain three wins adrift of 
the teams above them, and with time running out for 
the club, the latest defeat has only served to confirm 
their status as firm favourites for the drop. 

Christian Rahn capped a man-of-the-match per- 
formance with the winning goal, his second of the 
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Lowly Espanyol pulled off a surprise 2-1 victory 
over fifth-placed Athletic Bilbao thanks to two goals 
from captain Raul Tamudo, boosting their chances of 
avoiding relegation. 

‘Athletic ended the game with nine men after two 
ted cards. The loss to third-from-bottom Espanyol 
was a setback to the club's UEFA Cup hopes with 
only eight matches left to play. 


match, as Hamburg ran out 3-2 victors over battling 
Kaiserslautern. 

Rahn gave his side the lead in the 30th minute 
before Bernardo Romeo doubled the advantage 
immediately after the start of the second half. 

Kaiserslautern pulled one back soon after through 
Germany striker Miroslav Klose but Rahn netted his 
second of the afternoon 20 minutes from time to 
restore Hamburg's two-goal advantage. 

That proved to be the game's decisive strike even 
though Marian Hristov grabbed a second goal for the 
visitors 11 minutes from time. 


Scottish Premier 
League 


ngland squad newcomer 
Ei Thompson set up 

(Celtic's first and scored 
their second when the unbeaten 
Scottish premier league leaders 
completed a memorable week 
with a 2-1 win at Glasgow rivals 
Rangers. 

The midfielder, included in 
England's squad for the friendly 
international against Sweden, 
flighted over a free kick for 
Henrik Larsson's 19th-minute 
header before exploiting more 
poor defending to net in the 
52nd. 

Rangers gave themselves 
hope when substitute Steven 
Thompson headed home Chris 
Burke's comer on 82 minutes 
with Celtic tiring, but the visitors 
clung on, 

Celtic moved on to 86 points 
from 30 games with Rangers on 
67. Celtic will regain the title if 
they win their next two games 
and are on course to wrap it up at 
Kilmamock on April 18 — the 
ground where they lost the title 
last season. 

Third-Placed Hearts came 
from behind to beat Dundee 3-1 
to cement third spot in the SPL. 


The Edinburgh side fell 
behind just eight minutes in to a 
goal from Steven Milne. 

Craig Levein's side had to 
wait until the second half to turn 
things round, when three goals in 
17 minutes did the trick. 

Paul Hartley levelled seven 
minutes after the restart, and a 
Steven Pressley penalty on 59 
put the home side in front for the 
first time. Joe Hamill netted a 
third for Hearts on 67 minutes to 
complete the scoring. 

Fourth-placed Dunfermline 
were held to a disappointing 
goalless draw at Livingston, 
allowing Dundee United to close 
the gap. 

Kilmarnock were comfortable 
3-1 winners over lowly 
Aberdeen at Rugby Park, 

Craig Dargo opened the scor- 
ing in the first minute but Bryan 
Prunty levelled for the Dons on 
23. 

Kris Boyd restored Killie's 
advantage on 28 minutes and his 
second - 14 minutes from time - 
wrapped things up. 

Rock-bottom Partick took a, 
point from a 1-1 draw with 
Hibemian at Firhil 


French 


yon proved their title 
Le again with a 

1-0 win at Nice, 
Brazilian Giovane Elber grab- 
bing the only goal. 

Having trailed Monaco for 
mest of the season, Lyon passed 
the Principality club in the stand- 
ings last week on goal difference 
and a narrow win on the Cote d’ 
Azur has left them on top for at 
least another week as Elber 
struck in the first half. 

Monaco have seen their eight- 
point lead vanish but Lyon's 
comeback has not broken the 
spirit of Didier Deschamps’ side, 
who stay’ level on points with 
Lyon after they, too, enjoyed a 
single-goal victory, winning 1-0 
at basement club Le Mans. 

Croatian striker Dado Prso set- 
tled a tight game, firing home 
five minutes into the second half 
after a mazy dribble. 

Fourth-placed Sochaux moved 
to within touching distance of 
third-placed Paris St Germain 
with a 2-0 win over struggling 
Metz. 

Sochaux were far from their 
scintillating best against Metz, 
and when they finally took the 
lead six minutes into the second 
half it was a Franck Beria own- 
goal that gave them their advan- 
tage. 
‘A hat-trick from the in-form 
former Manchester City striker 
Viorel Moldovan, who now has 
11 goals in nine Ligue 1 matches 
this season, handed Nantes a 3-2 
win over Montpellier. 

‘The win moves Les Canaris 
into sixth spot, and means they 
arein good shape to challenge for 
a UEFA Cup place in the remain- 
der of the campaign. 

Ajaccio claimed bragging 
rights on the island of Corsica by 
beating Bastia 1-0. 

Former France winger Bernard 
Diomede scored the only goal in 
the 22nd minute to sink 10-man 
Bastia, whose chances of rescu- 
ing a draw were hampered by 
Philippe Delaye’s sending off in 
the 65th minute. 

Guingamp boosted their Ligue 
1 survival hopes by beating Lille 
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Souleymane Camara scored 
twice for Guingamp, either side 
of Mathieu Bodmer’s goal for 
Lille. 

Guingamp have climbed two 
places to 15th in the standings 
and they are three points clear of 
the drop zone while Lille are sit- 
ting comfortably in mid-table. 

Alexander Frei struck twice as 
Rennes moved closer to mid- 
table safety with a 3-0 win at 
Strasbourg. 

Frei had to wait until the 60th 
minute to break the deadlock at 
‘La Meinau but followed up with 
asecond soon after before Olivier 
Monterubbio wrapped up the 
win. 

Paris St Germain waved good- 
bye to their Ligue 1 title hopes as 
they crashed to a 1-0 defeat 
against Lens. 

Charles-Edouard Coridon's 
first-half strike condemned the 
capital club to a defeat that leaves 
them six points adrift of leading 
pair Lyon and Monaco. 

For Claude Puel's Lens, it is a 
ninth home win of the campaign 
and one that takes them to within 
five points of the UEFA Cup 
places, 

Auxerre recorded their first 
win since February 6 by beating a 
resilient Toulouse outfit 3-2. 

The visitors took the lead on 
eight minutes when Cedric 
Faure's deflected shot found the 
net but Auxerre soon levelled 
through Kanga Akale before 
Djibril Cisse put them in front 
three minutes before the interval. 

The Liverpool target added his 
second - and his team's third - on 
66 to ensure that Eduardo's 81st- 
minute effort was merely a con- 
solation for Toulouse. 

Cisse could put pen to paper 
with a deal for the Reds in the 
European summer this year. 

Marseille suffered another set- 
back in their attempts to qualify 
for next season's UEFA Cup as 
they were held to a 1-1 draw by 
Bordeaux. 

Marseille had to come from 
behind to rescue a point, Camel 
Meriem equalising in the 50th 
minute to cancel out Pablo 
Francia's ninth-minute opener. 


Dutch Eredivisie 


art yan den Eede scored 

twice as Willem I dealt 

10-man PSV's Eredivisie 
title hopes a massive blow by 
beating the champions 3-1, 

Eindhoven ended the after- 
noon with defender Kevin 
Hofland and manager Guus 
Hiddink both sent off. 

Ajax are now 11 points clear at 
the top despite Olaf 
Lindenbergh’s last-minute goal 
earning AZ Alkmaar a point from 
al-1 draw. 

Swedish Intemational Ziatan 
Tbrahimoyic had put the leaders 
ahead midway through the sec- 
ond half following good work 
from Dutch star striker Rafael 
van der Vaart. 

Feyenoord moved within a 
point of second-placed PSV 
thanks to a comprehensive 3-0 
win over Roda JC. 

Thomas Buffel gave the 
Rotterdam outfit a first-half lead, 
with Dirk Kuijt - from the penal- 
ty spot - and Ebi Smolarek seal- 
ing three points at De Kuip after 
half-time. 

Groningen pulled themselves 
further away from the relegation 
zone with a 1-0 victory over 
‘Twente. 

‘The winner came on 30 min- 
utes when debutant Twente goal- 
‘keeper Remko Pasveer's careless 
pass fell to Groningen striker 
Mile Krstev, who lobbed the hap- 
less stopper to put his team 
ahead. 

A second-half own goal gave 
Utrecht a 2-41 victory at 
Volendam. 

Jack Tuyp gave Vollendam a 
Sist minute lead before Utrecht 
hit back, and after 61 minutes 
levelled the score thanks to a 
calmly taken header by defender 
Sander Keller, 

Utrecht pressed late on and 
were rewarded 17 minutes from 
time when a failed clearance by 
Ruud Kras ended up in his own 
net. 

Heerenveen boss Foppe de 


Haan marked his 500th game as a 
professional coach with a tri- 
umph as his side beat RBC 1-0. 

Gerald Sibon's strike right 
before half-time proved to be the 
only goal of the match, and it-was 
an important one for Heerenveen 
as they look to hold on to fifth 
place and qualify for the UEFA 
Cup. 

Stefano Seedorf hit a hat-trick 
as NAC Breda thrashed 5-2 NEC 
Nijmegen at the Fujifilm 
Stadium, 

‘The on-loan Ajax midfielder 
and younger brother of AC Milan 
star Clarence, set NAC on their 
way with the opening goal after 
just two minutes. 

Orlando Engelaar also struck 
twice as NAC won convincingly 
with Zico Tumba and Rene van 
Rijswijk getting the visitors' con- 
solation goals, 

Paulo Rink stepped off the 
bench to rescue a point for 
Vitesse Amhem in the 88th 
minute of a thrilling 3-3 match 
against RKC. 

Alexander Rankovic gave the 
hostfs the perfect start after seven 
minutes, drilling in a fine effort 
from 25 yards before Rick 
Hoogendorp equalised with a 
header in the 56th minute. Five 
minutes later Emile Mbamba 
restored the hosts' lead. 

RKC brought the scores level 
for the second time in the 66th 
minute, Khalid Bolahrouz scor- 
ing with his knee following an 
unseemly goalmouth scramble. 

Eight minutes later, 
Hoogendorp struck the goal that 
looked certain to hand the visitors 
all three points until Rink had the 
last laugh. 

Zwolle's relegation worries 
increased with a 1-1 draw at 
ADO Den Haag. 

Zwolle took tite lead after 15 
minutes thanks to Jasar Takak 
before the hosts responded with a 
goal on the stroke of half time to 
Cedric van der Gun. 


‘Heerenveen 


Roda 


ADO Den Haag 1 Zwolle 1, NAC Breda 5 NEC Niimegen 


en 2, 
)3 RKC 
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Chelsea ...............1 
Arsenal ...............1 


here may only be a few things in life that 
you can truly count on but as Claudio 
Ranieri found to his cost at Stamford 
Bridge, Arsenal not losing to Chelsea is right up 
there with death and taxes, 

Chelsea’s fans may have left Roman Abramovich 
in no doubt of their support for their under-pressure 
boss as chants of “there’s only one Ranieri” cho- 
tused around this Champions League quarter-final, 
first leg tie. 

‘The Italian’s team also gave their all on his 
behalf, seizing the lead after 52 minutes as Eidur 
Gudjohnsen capitalised on a blunder by Arsenal 
goalkeeper Jens Lehmann. 

However, Chelsea had taken the lead against the 
Gunners in each of their two previous meetings this 
season and had lost 2-1 on each occasion. 

This time around, their advantage lasted just six 
minutes before Robert Pires headed the equaliser 
and their misery was compounded when Marcel 
Desailly was sent off in the closing stages. 

Sol Campbell also headed a free-kick just inches 
wide at the far post as Chelsea looked more like the 
away team in a game given life by the relaxed atti- 
tude of the Spanish officials. 

Chelsea’s defence nevertheless held firm without 
conceding, just as it had done for their previous 501 
minutes’ action in this competition, 

With that solid base behind them, the Blues mid- 
field, led by Frank Lampard, slowly started to 
impose themselves even if the chances still failed to 
materialise. 

A brief spat between Pires and Lampard just 
before the break raised the temperature of a fixture 
in which there had been eight dismissals in the past 
11 games even before Desailly’s later red card. 

And then, seven minutes*after the break, there 
was finally life as Chelsea went ahead. 

Lampard, who had just had a shot deflected nar- 
rowly wide, was the catalyst as he chipped an invit- 
ing through-ball for Gudjohnsen to rush on to, 
having muscled his way ahead of Campbell. 


potential Champions League winners with 


F: PORTO lived up to their billing as 
this convincing quarter-final first leg win. 


ADVANTAGE ARSENAL 


ABSw 


Damian Duff puts one on Arsenal keeper 
Jens Lehmann 

Lehmann rushed out of his area to intercept but 

Gudjohnsen managed to block the clearance before 

pouncing on the loose ball and clipping his shot 

inside the far post from the tightest of angles. 

Arsenal are made of stern stuff these days and 
their capability for recovery shone through once 
again. 

Ashley Cole was given far too much room to 
attack down the left flank before delivering a pin- 
point centre which was headed home by Pires - of 
all people - as he rose above John Terry. 

That put Arsenal right back into contention, 
Indeed, with the away goal, they were better off than 
they had been 10 minutes earlier. 

Chelsea were nevertheless soon forced to temper 
their approach when Desailly was sent off with eight 
minutes left. 

The Frenchman needlessly earned his first 
caution by handling the ball just as Lehmann was 
trying to throw it clear and, just three minutes later, 
his second came as he brought down Vieira with a 
late tackle, 


Jose Mourinho’s men, who are the UEFA Cup 
champions, had diminutive striker Deco and 
defender Ricardo Carvalho to thank for goals either 
side of the interval. 

Porto’s South African striker, Beni McCarthy, 
had two real first-half chances, his first coming on 
the quarter hour when he right-footed a deep mid- 
field cross — but he was badly positioned and his 
shot went over Gregory Coupet’s goal. 

McCarthy's second came 10 minutes later when 
he pounced on a rebound from Lyon defender Eric 
Deflandre but failed to make good contact with a 
high bouncing ball and it went wide. 

A minute before halftime Deco struck, the little 
Portuguese lifting his right knee to send the ball past 
Coupet from close range after McCarthy had first- 
timed a long cross from the right back into the area. 

From the resulting comer, Deco worked the ball 
past the Lyon defence and along the touchline 
before delivering superbly for McCarthy who head- 
ed over. 

Nothing seemed to be going Lyon’s way, and 
even a free-kick from Brazilian defender Edmilson 
Spliced well wide of the target. 

A minute later Porto defender Carvalho all but 
sealed the win when he rose above the Lyon defence 
to head home a free-kick from the right wing past a 
static Coupet. 

Porto, who look more than capable of defending 
their lead in Lyon’s Gerland stadium, were even 
unlucky not to score more in a busy final period 
when McCarthy kept Coupet on his toes with a 
swerving shot from the edge of the area. 


Champions League 


REAL CHAMPS | 


Real Madrid 
Monaco ... 


EAL Madrid turned on the style in the 
RRs ek ew 
ir Champions League quarter-final 

first leg. 

Second-half goals from Sebastien Squillaci - the 
Monaco defender putting through his own net after 
opening the scoring at the other end just before half- 
time - Zinedine Zidane, Luis Figo and Ronaldo 
sealed victory. 

But the Spanish champions endured some 
uncomfortable moments before they finally took 
control midway through the second period. 

Squillaci opened the scoring two minutes before 
the break, tapping the ball home during a goalmouth 
scramble, and Real Jeft the field at the break with 
more than the referee’s whistle ringing in their ears. 

However, Squillaci went from hero to villan five 
minutes after halftime when he put through his own 
net and that seemed to give Real the green light to 
attack at will. 

Zidane put Real ahead after breaking away down 
the left flank on a counter attack after 70 minutes. 

Monaco ‘keeper Flavio Roma partied Zidane’s 
first effort but then failed to save: the French mid- 
fielder’s second attempt, 

Shortly afterwards, Ronaldo was tripped and Luis 
Figo scored the penalty, although the Portuguese 
midfielder had to fire home the rebound after Roma 
had initially saved his shot from the spot, 

After 80 minutes it was the tum of Brazilian 
World Cup winner Ronaldo to add his name to the 
scoresheet. 

The party was slightly spoiled just a minute later 
when former Real Madrid striker Fernando 


FORZA 


AC Milan ..............4 
Deportivo La Coruna ....1 


C MILAN showed their determination to 
retain the Champions League trophy with 
this emphatic quarter-final first leg win. 
Walter Pandiani headed the Galicians into an 
early lead only for Brazilian midfielder Kaka to 
level the scores just before the break with a superb 
volley. 
Andrei Shevchenko then put Milan in front with 
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Morientes got partial revenge on the club that dis- 
carded him last year. 

But Monaco’s two away goals will give their 
coach Didier Deschamps slight hope that they can 
overhaul the two-goal deficit and reach their third 
semi-final in a decade. 


Former Real star Fernando Morientes 
doing battle against Real’s Zidane 


an angled drive less than a minute after the restart, 
before Kaka grabbed his second of the night with an 
almost identical finish. 

Andrea Pirlo’s 25-yard free-kick completed the 
demolition to give Deportivo a mountain to climb 
when the teams meet for the second leg in a fort- 
night, 

Deportivo saw little of the ball in the opening 
stages, but the Spaniards sat back patiently and hit 
Milan with a sucker punch in the 11th minute. 

Alberto Luque tapped a left-wing comer short to 
Joan Capdevila and his cross found Pandiani whose 
powerful header from the edge of the six-yard box 
gaye Dida no chance, 

Milan were stung into action by the away goal 
and should-have drawn level six minutes later when 
Marcos Cafu’s right-wing cross picked out compa- 
triot Kaka at the back post, only for the talented 21- 
year-old to slice his shot wide from eight yards out. 

‘The home side kept up the pressure with Clarence 
Seedorf firing inches wide before two crosses in 
quick succession from Giuseppe Pancaro were 
headed wide by Inzaghi and then Shevchenko, 

Kaka twice shot into the arms of Jose Francisco 
Molina as Milan pounded Deportivo’s goal and 
Inzaghi was unfortunate to see his close range shot 
blocked by the legs of the busy Deportivo ‘keeper. . 

Cafu swung over a cross from the right and Kaka 
controlled the ball on his thigh before lashing a 
fierce volley low into the bottom comer. 

Only 20 seconds of the second-half had passed 
when Milan went in front thanks to some woeful 
Spanish defending. 

Shevchenko ran at the heart of the Deportivo 
defence and a huge gap opened up for the Ukrainian 
to drill home past Molina with an unstoppable right- 
foot drive. 

Seedorf set up Kaka to make it 3-1 three minutes 
later with an equally explosive finish, before dead- 
ball specialist Pirlo found the top comer from out- 
side the box. 
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